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involuntary part-time jobs is a correct and straightforward calculation that uses consistent data 
from one survey, the Census bureau's Household Survey. 

But more importantly, Secretary Reich's remarks capture the essence of the current jobless 
recovery. People have always turned to part-time and temporary work to stay afloat during 
recession until rescued by an economic recovery. In the past, an economic uptick has meant a 
mass return to permanent, full-time jobs and a sharp decline in involuntary part-time 
employment. In this recovery, the number of involuntary part-time workers has actually 
increased relative to the level during the recession. · 

Despite being 24 months into a recovery, job growth has been led by the temp·orary help 
sector. Thus Secretary Reich has accurately captured what most Americans clearly know: we 
are hardly experiencing a recovery for Americans interested in permanent, full time work. 

ill. JAPAN: TRADE ISSUES AND THE JAPANESE STIMULUS 

JAPANESE STIMULUS-- QUESTION: What is your reaction to the fiscal stimulus package that 
Japanese Prime Minister announced last week? 

BACKGROUND: On April 13th, the Japanese announced a 13 trillion yen stimulus package, roughly 
$115 billion. This is comprised of increased public investment (infrastructure, education, hgusing) and 
lending by government-related institutions. The Japanese government optimistically announced that 
this would add 2.6% to Japanese Growth. However, a large part of the $115 billion is accelerating 
spending of planned expenditures or counting money which will not add new stimulus to the economy .. 

We recommend that you avoid a direct comparison of their$ 115 billion package to yours, as this is 
misplaced given that our economies are at different stages; The Japanese economy is now much 
weaker than ours. If pressed, you might point out theJapanese government, as compared to those in 
Congress, has at least begun to address the problem of weak growth. 

ANSWER: 
As I discussed with Prime Minister Miyazawa last Friday, the Japanese stimulus package is a 
first step toward promoting global economic recovery. However, sustained Japanese growth 
based on domestic demand is needed for a number of years to get the world economy back on 
track, and to help reduce Japan's trade surplus. 

TRADE RESULTS VS. MANAGED TRADE -- QUESTION: At your meeting with Prime 
Minister Miyazawa last week, you said you wanted to see results. The Japanese equate results with 
managed. trade. How can you be for results and against inanaged trade? 
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ANSWER: 
The exact parameters of this initiative will be worked out in the next three months, but several 
things fundamentally are different. First, we have raised the significance of economics in the 
relationship. Second, for the first time in 12 years, the U.S. is honestly addressing its budget 
deficit -- and that puts us in a stronger position to request reciprocal action from Japan. 
Third, I will remain personally committed to these talks and will stay actively involved. 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTION: How will the framework discussions proceed? Who will lead them 
from the American side? 

BACKGROUND: The press is looking for indications of who is "running" Japan policy. Internal 
discussions currently are occurring on who will lead these talks. In the meantime, it is important that 
we do nothing to weaken Mickey Kantor's position as our chief negotiator. 

ANSWER: 
·The two sides will meet in the near future to discuss .schedule and approach. They will then 
move quickly to talks over the specific framework. On the U.S. side, the economic agencies-
-Treasury, USTR and Commerce --will play leading roles. · 

We view the U.S.-Japan relationship as having three, interconnected parts: economic issues, 
political/security partnership, and cooperation on global problems. Consequently, there must be 
a great deal of interagency coordination, as there was in the preparation for the Miyazawa visit. 

MULTI-PURPOSE VEIDCLES -- QUESTION: Is the Administration going to increase the tariff 
on multi-purpose vehicles to 25 percent? When are you going to make~ decision? 

BACKGROUND: The issue of minivan reclassification reemerged with the visit of Prime Minister 
Miyazawa. Also, this week the Court of International Trade trial began in Nissan's challenge of 
Treasury's distinction between 2-door and 4-door minivans. We will be holding an NEC Deputies 
meeting in the near future to discuss this issue. 

ANSWER: 
The Department of the Treasury is currently reviewing this matter, and we will wait for that 
review to be completed before any decision is taken. 

Minivan reclassification raises broader questions about trade opportunities for autos and auto 
parts. Sixty percent of the U.S. trade deficit with Japan is comprised of autos and auto parts. 
Our industry has taken the difficult steps necessary to produce competitive goods. Japa~ must 
open its market to competitive U.S. goods. 
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AUTOS/AUTO PARTS -- QUESTION: Last year, Japanese auto producers agreed to buy more 
auto parts, increase the iocal content of cars made in U.S. plants, and import more cars into Japan. 
(These commitments grew out of Bush's ill-fated Japan trip.) What are you going to do, either to 
enforce these undertakings or as part of a new approach, to aid the U.S. auto industry? 

BACKGROUND: Japanese auto companies voluntarily announced their plans to procure $19 billion 
in auto parts in FY 92, to increase the local content of autos produced in U.S. plants from 50 percent 

. to 70 percent, and to import more autos made in the U.S. to Japan. Japanese purchases of U.S. auto 
parts are increasing ($10.5 billion in FY 91; $6 billion in the first half of FY 92), However, they are 
unlikely to reach $19 billion this year. The Japanese resist our characterization of these plans as 
"pledges". 

ANSWER: 
We take seriously the pledges of Japanese auto manufacturers and will look to them to fulfill 
their plans. Beyond that, I am deeply concerned about the competitiveness of the U.S. auto 
industry and the openness of foreign markets to our autos and auto parts. It is the 
responsibility of our companies to produce competitive goods, and they have. GM's so 
competitive it'll produce up to 20,000 Toyotas for export to Japan. It is now the obligation of 
other countries, including Japan, to open their markets to competitive U.S. goods. 

SUPERCOMPUTERS-- QUESTION: There is evidence that Japan is not living up to its 
commitments under the Supercomputer Agreement. What do you intend to do about it? 

BACKGROUND: U.S. supercomputer producers (i.e. Cray) hold 84 percent of the European public 
procurement market, but only 11 percent of the Japanese market. The Japanese agreed to adopt . 
transparent procedures in their government procurement, but there is evidence that they have not lived 
up to the spirit of that agreement. We are considering whether to initiate a section 301 investigation 
or another form of interagency review to pressure the Japanese in their upcoming procurements to 
adoptmore transparent procedures and to award more bids to competitive U.S. producers. 

ANSWER: 
U.S. supercomputer producers are the most competitive in the world. However, while we hold 
84 percent of the European public procurement market, we have only 11 percent of the 
Japanese market. As I told Prime Minister Miyazawa, our companies have the responsibility to 
produce competitive goods, but when they do so, Japan has the obligation to open its markets. 
We are now considering. what action to take concerning the Supercomputer Agreement. We 
will be looking very closely at the upcoming procurements, and we are looking for measurable 
progress -- both in terms of process and in terms of results -- under that agreement. 
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draft, Tuesday night 
President William Jefferson Clinton 

Remarks to National Baptist convention 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

September 9, 1994 

Thank.you, Dr. Jemison. I have known you as a friend and a 
spiritual guide. I know you will continue to.be a source of 
wisdom as you begin a new~ c1 your life. And I know that 
under the new·leadership o XXX · o be elected on Thursday], 
the National Baptist Conven · will continue its rich legacy of 
spreading the good Word, as it has for 114 years. I know first
hand the good work of the National Baptist Convention, which has 
been a strong presence in my home state for more than a century. 

[other acknowledgments] 

Two years ago, I had the honor of speaJsing ~~ting-e'P- ~ 
"llie National Baptist CoRveRtieR in Atlanta. (Last year, I wanted ~ 
to be with you again but I had to give my regrets to Dr. Jemison 
because of a scheduling conflict~ All I know is, I felt like the 
boy who skipped Sunday school, and I promised him then that I 
would be here this year, no matter what. So I hope you've 
forgiven me. I am happy and honored to be here. I feel at home. 

Today, I want to talk about the home we all share, the 
dreams we all dream, the walk that we must take together.· 

This home that we call America has weathered so rd 
storms: ~Civil War, £1ftr· Depression, W and racial 
strife, to name a few. Each time, we id not ilow the experience 
to wear us down, but rather to revive us, to allow ourselves to 
grOW I tO learn and tO reneW o /".·to r ~cu..Q . 

We face another storm now. It hr~~· the breast of every 
child who is unloved and neglected. I~~ ~ith' families and 
communi ties torn by drugs and violence an i _.re inside every 
person who fails to see across the lines that 1vide our people 
and our nation. , 7-:i#fo ·e.c . __ --:t:t s- . ~ ex 

We can see the signs of the storm: children giving birth to(~-tojec.l·~ 
children, a virtual condemnation to a life of poverty. And the . 
violence that stains America: an 11-year-old hitman in Chicago, 
who sprays gunfire that kills another child before being killed 
himself by the very gangs that used him. A 13-year-old in a quiet 
New Jersey town, who steals a gun and uses it to end a petty 

.argument and the life of his own 11-year-old friend. A crack 
addict who attacks and robs an elderly woman in her own home for 
$53 -- a vicious crime made all the more heartbreaking because 

~· that woman was Rosa Parks. · 
• >J "i) \ 

~\~ 
~~· . 

~/-)-4 
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But in this storm, for all its darkness, I think we can be 
hopeful. This is another chance for our revival, for our renewal. 

. c(\~ 

In 1955, Rosa Parks sounded aG[lari~all to action. With 
dignit~ ~Hd sell~respee~, she told us that we are not free when 
so many of us are denied the most basic of human rights. She 
didn't wait for anyone to tell her what her conscience moved her AJosaOf 

. to do.· She held fast to that bus seat, and she helped guide us at"":..~ .. ot1 
through the storm toward the daybreak of civil rights. ~~ 

Today, at 81 years of age, she's sounded another alarm. The ~ 
attack on Rosa Parks tells us that we need to set right the 
conditions that allow children to have children, to kill 
children, and that put an elderly person in danger, even in her 
own home. 

~~~?Jells us it's time to turn back the storm. 

I believe e can do it, but the task cannot fall to any one 
commu~i ty • art of our society can go it alone. We need to ~ . . . 

1 
do thl.s together. c ~ J (...)J(- c~-..cl'(_ ~ 6~ · b ~ v'-'""V 

Two years ago, when I last spoke before you, I said I wanted 
the chance to help make America a-better place for all our 
people, and that I wanted to do it in partnership with you. I 
said I wanted to take up the fight for the working families of 
America, who were working harder for less' and watching their 
dreams for themselves and for their children slipping away. 

61ft U-4 

I was concerned about the loss of opportunity, the 
disappearing high-paying jobs, the erosion of education, the 
crumbling of our communities and ~ im~e~9L~ 1 the fracturing 
of our families. I as concerned that as a people we were tearing 
apart instead _of coming together. £l.;...J) ~ ~ ~ ~.,.. 

For the past 20 months, we have . the American 
Dream for working Americans. That mea s restoring the economy to 
provide opportunity for all Americans That means giving our 
people the means to shape their live again, to take 
responsibility for building for them elves and their children. 
That means putting government to wor again for all Americans. 
That means restoring faith in one an ther so that we can pull ~ 
together and not pull apart. . ~ ~~ ~v.- 6,-~~ 

~~ ~ ch ~--·Jll. -1~~. 
· · It means fighting to do what works. We have fought plenty ' · ( 

but now we have plenty that works. Our economic program works: 
we've cut the deficit and in less than two years, the economy has 
created more than 4 million jobs, 93 percent of them in the 
private sector. We fought for Nafta and now it's producing 
overseas markets for American goods and jobs for our people at 
home. For those same reasons now we're fighting for the GATT. 

2 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



qJu ~ ~ Ci) lu.;.._ ~ ~.Jt ~ 
We fought to give people ~«eani ~ tlnt ~~-: education ~.J:.-.... 

and training reform; direct student loans with lower.interest 
rates and better repayment schedules that has made higher 
education an easier goal for millions of young people; Goals-a.vct.s&t~ 
2000, a boost for student standards. The Earned. Income Tax. ~ 

Credit, which is lifting millions of working families from 
poverty. Family leave, which is hel ing families stay together 
when_.a., member gets sick or a newbor s along. J4-~ ~ 
~ .. . ~-

g ng or governmen __ a __ ~ 
~n ee~nt oft. I promised a government that looks like America, 
and we have produced the most diverse Administration in history. 
14 and a half percent of my appointees have been African American 
(more than. three times the number of appointments as under my 
predecessor]. 28 of my nominees to the Federal courts are African 
American, more than twice the combined appointments by the past 
three Presidents, and the American Bar Association has rated the 
qualifications of my no,inees higher -- proving you can have r ,\ 

_diversity and quality. Ll\~lt._ ~ w(..f'~~.·~....u..~~ 

Almost one year ago, we launched our effort to reinvent 
overnment so it works better and costs less. We've cut the 

Federal payroll to its smallest size since the Kennedy 
Administration. And the money saved is being put toward law . ~
enforcement. That is government that works for you. Now we want Z::::. 

follow by reforming campaign financin~nd lobbying. · ~ 
...-: ... , ~ lc.J--. ~ a o ~.Q_ -<.M.. L ~ ""'ou....., ... ~~o- c.&.1... 0'· 

~~~ We have fdUgh~ to restore ~th-1n eac otfie~and civility ~ 
~~;~~oward each other. On Monday, we will launch Americorps, the ~ 
~~)~largest effort in history to rebuild our communities. (numbers to 
~ come] And last month, we ended more than five years [?] of 

gridlock by winning the Crime Bill. This is important for three 
· reasons: First, it will do what we said it will, putting more 

·( · police on the streets, banning assault weapons and~andguns for 
juveniles; and put away violent, repeat offenders. '\1'~ ...,._ • 

• ~~ ~ . Second, it will require our people to become involved to 
~~~ make it work. That means working with the police to make 
~~.community policing work and helping to get children off the 

\ streets and into programs they can say yes to. . 
r;( ~~ ~uJt,r t.U<. c). ~ 

Third, it is a statement~of w~~~ as a nation. We 
want all our law-abiding people to feel safe. This bill.says that 
we share the hope for a peaceful America, the hope for a country 
in which our children can grow and prosper without fear of 
dodging bullets. And it says that we can get the job done 
ourselves, that we can each do our part to make our world better, 
as Rosa Parks did 39~~~-aan~~~----------------

a d deal in almost 20 months, and it has 
rtnership in what we do is vital to 

animate the best goals and intentions, with 
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love and your good works and deeds. As church leaders, you 
give comfort to the ailing of body and spirit, you lift the 
fallen, you guide the lost souls of generations. Dr. King said 

-u represent "the conscience of the state." . . · ~ 

You undertake the greatest of things that no amount of pow~~ 
or government can do. You renew the soul. ~ ~ 

~ Jesus said: "The Spirit of the Lord is l..1-f 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me 

~to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to ~ 7 
/the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed." ~ 

I ask you today to consider what the children of America 
face every day. In two hours, another child under the age,of 19 
ill be killed by gunfire somewhere in America, and another will 
ie two hours after that and another two hours after that. These 

children won't reach their ~;i~otential because they won't even 
rea heir next J?irthda~t" I ~Al\e c.l<c66~/.5t;IJ~<... 

lb . ~ - - or.....~ .s ~~ ~ """-~ (o.a 
~1~ai~ a Baptis issue, or a Methodist issue or a ~ c~J 

Catholic _or a Jewish issue. And this isn't even a black or white c...u-t. <..cJi.(jJ 
issue. "'!'his iEF everyon~s iMJ'U.Q. The 11-year-old in Chicago was • - .• 
black and so was his victi~~t the boy killed in New 
Jersey was white and so was the cfiild who killed him. Does it 
matter? Anyone who thinks the storm that hits the house next door 
won't hit him is wrong in every sense. 

--&~ 
Forty-eight years ago, I was born in a J;aiuelt{r511lr;: which 

might have been an inauspicious start in life. But even though 
father died before I was born, I had the strong and loving and 
disciplining guidance of my mother. Too often, children today 
don't have that; they don't have a parent to help-them with the 
most basic of choices, to guide them on the right path. 

Hugh Price, the head of the- Urban League, says the problem 
isn't that we need to take the streets from criminals. He says: 

\ 'Take back our children from the streets and the gangs, and the 
streets will take care of themselves." 

my 

Look at the killing in Chicago. The mother of the 11-year
old gunman gave birth for the first time when she was 15. She was 
forced to give her boy over to his grandmother, but he spent most 
of his time in the streets, and now we all know how it ended. 
Before he was killed himself, the boy shot down a young girl, 
shot her down in the shadow of three neighborhood churches. And 
one.of her friends who saw her die said she started "hollering, 
so God could hear and stop the craziness." I believe that God has _ 
heard, but to stop the craziness, we in turn,- must listen to God.·-~ 

' ' . .,_;) ~ 't\-~ 
We should acknowled~~t if a child is not cared for, he ~. 

cannot care for others~ould commit ourselves to seeing that f~ 
. ~.1 1.-(.0"" / <3~ ~ '{ ~\, r ~S~? 

{\lL ~ ~ ~~ l.Ut~k aJL.lA_~· -~~ 
~ ..__ cWa~ ~-~.'.. ~{.~~~~~~~~ 



,. 

every child and· young person has a stable and enduring .. 
relationship with at least one caring and competent adult. The 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. said, "Whom we wish to change, we 
must first love." Therein lies the power. We should see that 
every child has an Angel on Earth. ~ t 

• V\ J \ .s c5'V"' ' 
And we should acknow~'t~~eJery child has the right to 

grow up without fear ,/We) all need to rededicate ourselves to 
create zone? of safet~nd security for our young people. Tha~ ~ 
includes ensuring safety on the way to school and in school and 1 

making sure that there are safe places for personal and social 
development. . , ·· ~ c;;: ~~ 't:.{ 

These are things that government can't do without ,, t.·- d~-~1 •
partnership with church leaders and the community. - ~~~ ~~ 

'-~-- ·~And churches can help launch a national mobilization against-~~ 
~~~teen_ pregnancy, a~d begin before childre~~e~ch puberty, as early~~~ 
~- as age 10. lf'here. IS a"tiyl.ng r,~ed for 'E!u~out 30 years ago, 1-.f""'V \1 

"· in 5 African-American children was born out of wedlock. Now the ~, ~ 
~~~Jfi~re is 2 of 3 children; among whites, 30 years ~go, ~ in 40 n ~. _ 
~chl.ldren were born out of wedlock; now the number l.S 1 1.n 5. ~ ~ 

~ . . .· . -~~-
~eed to reach out B£9£&M¥ to teach our children respect ,~ ... , 

for self and for each other. And to warn them that the best thing ~ 
they can do to stay out of poverty is to make up their minds to ~ 
wait to have a baby until they are old.enough to take care of it ~. 
and until they are married. -We ftOea 'Eo leach them aboUt the • ( 
sYrden ef responsibilit¥ We need to remind girls that becoming a 
single mother increases ·risk and diminishes opportunity. And boys 
need to be told that it is wro~o walk away from the ·girl 
they've made pregnant. ~~ ~ fs='bt c::w:: ~t Ice._, At-rq~4~ ". 

· The. point is, we are the most free of nations on this Earth. 
But we are not free if we are value-free.(we have built up our 
material capital. ..-It is time to build up our spiritual capital·) --'-._ 

I am painfully aware that there is a limit to what 
government can do. Government can't raise children. Government 
can't make good parents. Government can't show people how to live 
ith one another in l<;>v~,pot in,Fpnflict. . ~ J. ) · 

J\) ~-:\_,_ ~~'U ~ ~~~"'-
Arld w~ can~ possible do anything for anybody in this 

country unless our people are also willing to do something for 
themselves. There has to be a new ethic of personal and family 
and community responsibility that should unite people across the 
lines of different faiths and even different political 
philosophies. People must change from the inside out; we cannot 
chan~hem f~om the outsid~. in. . . 
~ ~ -f· '37 N"{ ts ~-.-f. 1 -e.-"1, . • • • ·· 

In our society it's become too easy to assail, to tear down 
and to criticize. Anyone can do that. The hard part is building 
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up, and not giving up.~r4~~~fte~~~~~~~-Q~~~~~~s-~~~ 
·keep aR kcepiRIJ en. · 

The hard part is mak.ing chon'c we can live with, choices L · 
that let our children live and th l.VC in freedom. u.Jq_ ~\()-~ 
~~~~ow.~~~~~~ ... 

~~Fannie Lou Hamer knew about ·choices. She was a poor 
sharecropper in Mississippi, and her biggest choice was to usc 
every fiber of her being to champion civil rights. he told the 
story of two boys who catch a bird and decide to us it to trick 
an old man. With their hands cupped around the bir , they asked· 
the old man to tell them whether the bird is dead r alive. If 
the man said '"dead," the boys would release the b rd into flight, 
proving the man wrong; if the· old man said ''aliv.; , " they would 
crush the animal, and prove him wrong that way 

..,_)\.~ The man looked at at the boys. 
"Sons " 1\e said "it's ~n your 

. . I I \.c.a-Q_ 
So it is in all otir hands. Like Fan e Lou Hamer and Rosa 

Parks, we can each do our part to renew crica. We can chase the 
storm, and we can put in its place an erica where the noise in 
the streets is that of children at pla , in peace. This we can 
do, together. 
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If American workers- are doing their pait .;. worldng bard and playing by the rules -- . 

and their employer is doing well, the-n tbe workers need a fair shake. The: idea of America is 

that there is room for everyone to have a shot at lhe American dream. 

There are many successful companies in our country that share the benefits as well as 

the burdens of volatile markers with tht:ir employees. There a~ many successful companies 

that giv~ employees continuous education. and training so that if anything should ever bap~n 

to them, if they should have to change jobs, they'll be better prepared to go on with theit 

lives, to raise their children and to live in hope and dignity. The companies tbat do all this 

show us there is a way ofdoi.hg business, by doing right -by employees. and still do very 

· well ecouomically . 

. ~Malcolm Baldrige Award winners are »lcll COIJJI>anies 

One st our Commerce· Depa.rt:Dient shows that .;o · nics • that have won the 
- . .,..-;.·..-::;;;; . 

~ tforrncd the St_!JJ~d Poor·s 500 by more than 4 to 1 in· 
~· 

rettns of renun on stock investmen_,:- . ··f~~mpanies that were recogcized for irmovation, fur 

investillg ~people. for U., -< ~ tet~tioio' ~r wo<king" partners in the ADlerican 

community, for ba · ally being good corporate citi~ns . they were the smart picks for inv~sum:nt 

5 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



03/05/96 17:57 '6'202 482 4636 141008 

·~·-·:---: .... --~·""" __ ,.._"_,..---·······"·-~-~---'-- ------···--- ...... - .. ", ... 

compani~;s show us they can make good profits and still exercise a largd' 

, 
':>vSW.~.~·, · · 

In our age of possibility, our 88ifl i zt_tiD$··.ca.n continue to see robU5t growth, with 

better products, more prOductivity, more jobs and healthy profitS. We can fmd new and d ' . . 
· better ways to develop it, bullfit, and sell it, as our Awaro winners have done. And we 

should protect our investments in research and developmelll and science and technology- to 
' ' 

ensure that. we can do all tba.L 

And at the same time. in this age of possibility, we are :in position to plant a stronger -
and more prosperous future for all our peopl~. Our leading edge in the 21st century is out 

people, working together, to face our ehallenges. That is how we will boost our 

competitiveness; aild push ever upward the American sWldard -the world's standard --for 
' ' ' 

. excellence. Thank you. 
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President William J. Clinton 
Prepared Remarks 

Release of Bald Eagle 
Putuxent Naval Air Station 

July 4, 1996 

. DRAFT 

[Acknowledgments: Thank you, Jamie Clark (Asst. Dir., Ecology Services) for your 
service and that introduction. I commend Admiral Strong· and Captain Standridge for the 
natural resources program here at the Patuxent River Naval Air Station, which is a model for 
military bases and communities. Representative Hoyer and Secretary Babbit.] 

It is fitting today, Independence Day that we celebrate freedom and independence. A 
moment ago, we gave a bald eagle its independence, releasing it back into the wild. 

But I'd like to take a moment before I begin today, to talk about freedom and 
independence in another part of the world. As a people who cherish the right to choose our 
leaders and to have a say in our nation's destiny, we should all applaud what we saw in 
Russia yesterday. Millions of Russians returned to the polls and cast a free and open vote 
for Russia's democratic future. 

With most of the ballots counted, it appears that President Yeltsin has won. I want to 
congratulate President Yeltsin and the Russian people for this milestone in their journey 
toward reform. 

We should not underestimate the historic nature of this achievement. After centuries 
of imperial rule, and d~cades of communist oppression,. the Russian people have turned their 
back on tyranny and are turning the comer toward freedom. They and their leaders have 
cleared the most important hurdle in building a new democracy: They have had their second ~X. 
democratic election. \'!\ 6~(\1-1 . ~~"~'().("\ Vr t\~ vf'Lo/" · &-" '><. 7 

- ~ " W'"""<, ' ~'-.::. t>~~ t..; ~ '-o-c.:, . 
emlmearlier this s ring, I saw portraits of Russia's other great 

reformers, like eter the Great and Catherine the Great. err ac 1evements 1 n r-las 
because they failed to create something arger ident Y eltsin, along with 
other leaders and the people of Russia, have -- democracy. 

0l~ . 
. Today, we cele~ the birth of our democracy and the rebirth of our national 

symbol. When our nation was founded two centuries and two decades ago, the Founders 
chose the bald eagle to represent all that America stands for, and the American President has 

- I 1 alw#ys carr~ed that symbol everywhere, as I have here today. . . 
\1~1. L \¥''"'\....\ \u. ~\\<_( ~ ':>~ -o ~""~'-1 '-' 0'-"" l\c.:\\()n<. ~--~~cLc-s ~c~ . . 1

\ 

On America's frrst Independence Day, as many as quarter million bald eagles 
soared over what is now the continental United States. And those eagles seemed as 
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President William J. Clinton 
Remarks at Gridiron Dinner 

March 19, 1994 

(Draft) 

I can't tell you what an honor it is to be here tonight ... I 
mean, I really can't tell you. 

Wasn't it worth the price of admission just to see the real 
Al Gore?: A cut~up.~. and not a cut-out? 

Time and again, Al is hitting home ·runs. Against Ross 
Perot ... on Dave Letterman ... and still,- people say he needs to 
loosen up. That's like saying Bob Dole should stop smiling so 
much. 

And Bill Weld. Wasn't he funny? Bill's been called 
patrician, Brahmin. But you know, he and I do have some things in 
common. For instance: Bill's ancestors came over on the Mayflower 
and landed on Plymouth Rock. Mine landed in Arkansas in a 
Plymouth pickup. 

And Bill and I both studied at Oxford. Well, not together. I 
was there on a Rhodes scholarship. Bill leased the place with an 
option to buy. 

Would you look at the people here! When I came into the 
room, my first thought was, "Wow ... almost every big name in the 
Washington media is here." And my second thought was, "If this 
ceiling caved in on all of you right now ... wouldn't that be iust 
awful?" 

For weeks, I've had some other second thoughts ... you know, 
about being here tonight. Don't get me wrong. Hillary and I are. 
delighted to be here. 

But coming over, as we were leaving the bunker -- I mean, 
the White House -- I said to Hillary: "Honey, you know what 
everybody in this crowd is thinking about. It's not health care. 
It's not welfare reform. It's not even crime -~ although ~ith all 
the expensive clothe~ and jewel~ he~e -- it ought to be. No, 
honey," I said, "They've all got one thing on their minds, and 
now I've got to deal with it. They want answers and tonight is 
the night. 11 , · · 

So, despite arguments to the contrary' from my counsel, I want 
to make a full disclosure and talk about how I got into this 
white ... uh ... [pause, pause, pause] tie. That's right. What you 
have heard is.true. [Holding out lapels] It's a rental. To tell 
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the truth, I'm not sure it was a.great investment, but to the 
extent I'm allowed, I fully intend to take a deduction for it. 

Now that that's out of the way ... I think it's time to get on 
to more pressing matters. 

· Are there any more courses to this dinner? 

Honestly, I can't understand why I'm always getting grief 
about my weight. The fact is: I've lost a few pounds since I've 
been in office. 

Just the other night at a dinner in Boston, I showed 
tremendous will power. When dessert came, I was very 
determined ... r. was very deliberate. I just said [pounding 
rostrum]: "No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no. I'll just have a 
de-caf coffee, thank you very much." Most people didn't hear the 
entire quote, though. 

I do get a little upset when I find I've been misquoted~ 
Like on health care. What I really said was·: "I'm for universal 
health care for everybody ... except Harry and Louise. They're on 
their own." 

But the American public never heard that message. 

[Staff] 

The fact is, getting the message out to the public isn't 
easy. We found out the hard way. So I b~ought on Dave Gergen, and 
I said, "Dave, how about polishing my public image and helping me 
improve relations with the press?" He said, "Great." That was 10 
months ago. [Pause, looking at watch.] And he should be getting 
started any day now. 

Yesterday, a member of my staff came.up to me --totally 
upset. "Why is·it," he asked me, "why is it that whenever it 
looks like there might be a problem, you pull some senior citizen 
out of his rocker and bring him here to take care of it? Do you 
think that's fair?" And I said;. "What's your point, Lloyd?" 

Of course, there's no denying it. We have put older public 
servants in some key positions in our Administr~tion. They bring 
a depth of experience, a sense of history ... and they've raised 
the median age, so that now, we can even show P-G rated movies in 
the family theater. 

. . . · ~.tM lr~ 
And they're do1ng great things. Take R1ofia1:"d Perry at the 

Pentagon, one of the older members of the Cabinet. He tells me 
the military's new ban on smoking will save us 10-Billion 
dollars ... 10-Billion dollars. And that's just in ash trays. 
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But I don't think we should be obsessed with age. Last year, 
everyone was talking about how young my staff was. I won't say 
they've aged ... but George has switched from a Stairmaster to a 
walker. 

[Media] 

Of course, we always try to remember why we're here. This 
week one of the people at the White House sent me this note which 
really touched me. And, .if you'll allow me to be serious for a 
moment, I'd like to share it with you. 

It says: "This Administration i.-s doing things· beyond my 
wildest dreams. I just want to thank you for giving me this 
incredible opportunity." And it's signed:. "AnGlFser=n£ Lehel-l-. ·~ 

... (_ \ . .oi>' \I 7l1 V./~- ..D(/1-V d " 
. ------- -HY' ~,J,_ '{/~ ~- . 

[GOP] 

Yesterday a reporter asked me if I'd like to see George 
Mitchell named to be the next baseball commissioner. In the 
spirit of bi-partisanship, I said, "No, I'd rather see Bob Dole 
as the next baseball commissioner." 

You know, Bob Dole and I don't disagree on everything. I'm 
in favor of three strikes and you're out. So's Bob Dole. He just 
doesn't realize that includes Presidential candidacies. 

With three strikes-you're out, if you have three 
convictions, you go to jail ... except in Virginia, where you go 
to the Republican Senate primary . 

. -~· / 
been working ha d to see t)lat we get along better with the 

press. Really, and th ~ve ~6n me some good advice. 

For starters, I apo og'l.zed to Walter Mears for a crack I 
made last year at one of ·he media dinners, when I said I could 
go over the heads of the~m~dia because of Larry King. -And Walter 
said: "Big deal, Mr.lr sid'ent. We can go over your head to · 
Hillary." \ , 

My staff had at er advic~too, like: 

There's bee some criticism of 
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JOKES FOR THE GRIDLOCK DINNER 
MARCH 27, 1993 

What a thrill it is to be here at my first Gridlock -- I 
mean, Gridiron -- Club Dinner. 

Eight months ago, as you know, I accepted my party's 
presidential nomination "on behalf of the people who do the work, 
pay the taxes, raise the kids, and play by the rules, in the name 
of the.hardworking Americans who make up our forgotten middle 
class." 

But, tonight, I'm proud to be here with a different group of 
Americans: the people who play hard and bend the rules, the 
members of the forgotten media class. 

Preeminent among you is my great dinner companion, the first 
lady of White House journalism, and the club's first woman 
president, Helen Thomas. 

I've admired Helen for years. She's a great reporter ... the 
dean of the White House press corps ... a pro for every minute of 
the 30 years she's been on the beat ... keeping President's 
honest ... and all the while breaking down barriers for women all 
over this town. 

But, Helen. What's this I hear about a nanny problem? 

Helen's has spent more time in the White House than anybody 
here tonight. But I still think it's odd that she demanded a 
security deposit when we moved in. 

·Helen's been in Washington so lQng, she remembers when the 
Electoral College was a high school. 

Of course, what bring all of us together thi~ everting 
public servants and public nuisances alike -- is our common love 
of politics. According to my language expert, George 
Stephanopoulos, politics comes from the word "poli," which is 
Greek for many, and "tics," which means bloodsucking leeches. 
And you know who you are. 

John McLaughlin's here. He's in a happy mood. This is the 
only guy in America who gets frequent flier coupons for his ego 
trips. 

Is there anyone present from· N-B-C?. The Nitroglycerine 
Broadcasting Company? You know, I've never seen .Dateline, but I 
hear it's dynamite. 

Oh, look, Phil Donahue. Sorry. That's Al Hunt, a real 
journalist. 
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Johnny Apple must be here ... bureau chief for The New York 
Times. Johnny's been all over the world for The Times ... and he 
always carries a bag packed with the essentials for any last
minute, far-flung assignment. It's got his passport, razor, 
toothbrush, a case of Chateau Lafite. 

I also want to acknowledge Howell Raines here tonight, since 
no one else in the Administration does. 

I should also recognize my good, very close, personal 
friend, advisor, confidant, ally, companion, and comrade.;.Alan 
Greenspan. He and I share a great many interests .... interest 
rates, that is. 

And Colin Powell was scheduled to be here tonight. But 
about an hour before the dinner began, Les Aspin closed his 
table. 

I know many of you covered my nominating speech at the 
convention in 1988, and my acceptance speech at the convention 1n 
1992. 

But here's something you may not know. After hearing both 
of these addresses, Fleetwood Mac has recorded a new song in my 
honor. It's called ''Don't stop speaking until tomorrow." 

I called Al Gore to help me with my remarks this evening, 
but he'd already used his best line. Have you ever heard his 
story about the "statistical analysis of the fluorocarbon 
exchange rate in the sub-Saharan micro-climate?" He told it at 
E-P-A, and the biologists laughed so hard, their plastic pocket 
protectors fell off. 

The Gridiron Dinner is a big deal for us at the White House. 
We have a very young staff. Real young. For many of them, their 
security photo was the first picture taken of them since their 
sonogram. I'm the first President who has to schedule White 
House staff meetings around spring break. 

One of the youngest staffers with the biggest . 
responsibilities is my press secretary, Dee Dee Myers. Dee Dee 
carne to me before the dinner and said~ ''Boss, what dd you think I 
should wear?" I thought about it for a moment and said to her, 
"Dee Dee, make it something simple. Something elegant. You 
know, something J. Edgar Hoover might wear.'' 

I'll tell you one thing, if there is ·a vacancy ~t the F~B-I, 
it's going to be awfully hard to fill J. Edgar's pumps. 

This year, we're instituting a program that will allow some 
of our youngest Arne~icans to serve their country the minute they 
get out of college .... And that's just in my Administration. 

2 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



I've often said, we've got a Cabinet that looks like 
America, and a White. House staff that looks like a head start 
program • 

. I won't say the entire staff is young ... but I am a little 
nervous tonight. We left some of them home alone. Last 
did this, we got back and •.. wouldn't yo.u know it? Pizza 
a·ll over the Wes.t Wing. Boom boxes in the Cabinet Room. 
somebody had taken Air Force One out of the hangar for a 

time, we 
boxes 

And 

joyride ... and left the tank empty. So, they're grounded ... all of 
them. 

I love this ... getting all dressed up in white tie and 
tails. I kind of feel like Fred Astaire. Or like the emcee for 
the Oscars. 

Come to think of it ... it's been like a movie since we've 
gotten to Washington. Let's see. If we gave out awards for best 
actors, the nominees would be the Republicans -- for the "Crying 
Game.·" Joe Biden and Sam Nunn -- for "Damage." And Members of 
Congress who don't support my economy plan -- for "The 
Unforgiven." But my personal pick would be Al Gore -- for 
"Alive." 

I guess you heard I got caught again making what they call 
off-the~cuff remarks. Last· week, I said I would appoint James 
Carville to the Supreme Court. I was kidding. But you know, 
it'snot really all that far-fetched. James is a lawyer. And 
although he's taken a lot of criticism for being so single-minded 
and driven; he's considered quite normal ... on his planet~ 

And what's the worst that could happen? If the Senate 
confirms James for a life term, suddenly I am going to have eight 
more openings to fill. 

I am looking at nominees to fill the robes of Associate 
Justice White, and I only have two litmus tests: The candidates 
must be lawyers and they must have a big heart. And, if after 
four years, we haven't found one, we'll accept any lawyer who has 
a heart. 

I guess it's time to start picking on the prior speakers. 

Madeleine Albright recommended one of ~y best diplomatic 
appointments. She suggested that we send Pamela Harriman to 
Paris. I had no idea we had an embassy in East Texas. 

Early in my Administration, Ambassador Albright said I had. 
to meet with the British Prime Minister, John Major. I must say, 
after the unpleasantness during the camp~ign, I was somewhat 
reluctant. But when I met with Mr. Major at the White House, it 
was uncanny. It was as if he had known me for years ... knew 
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everything about me. We developed a tremendous rapport. He 
calls me "President Passport." And I call him "Major Blunder." 

Senator Dole tells me there's a difference between house 
cats and reporters. Socks has been declawed. And some people 
don't believe cats should be neutered. 

[To Dole] Bob, we just got a telegram for you from the rap 
singer you criticized, Ice-T. It says: ~Stop lying about my . 
record." 

Now, look. Here's a guy who wanted to be President all his 
life .•. his campaign was derailed in New Hampshire ... he emerged to 
be the leader of his party today ... a man who is respected on both 
sides of the aisle, although his accomplishments continue to be 
outshone by those of his wife. But, enough about me, ~et's get 
back to Bob. 

They say Bob Dole is the pitbull of the Republican Party. 
That's unfair .... to pitbulls. 

' Bob, of course, is always interested in stories about what 
it's like to live in the White House. So, let me conclude with 
just this one. 

Sometimes I walk through the White House in the middle of 
the night. And in the stillness I can feel the presence of 
Jefferson writing ... Lincoln speaking ... Ronald Reagan snoring. 

I know sitting through bad comedy has been difficult, maybe 
even ''taxing" for you. But I just want you to know ... you have 
not suffered alone ... your burden has been shared. I feel your 
pain. And I want to hug each and every one of you .... Maybe some 
other time. 

Just one week from tonight, I'm going to be in Vancouver, 
meeting with Russian President Boris Yeltsin. 

I know many of you will be covering the summit meeting, and 
I look forward to seeing you there. 

That meeting is a reminder that we are living in a time of 
change and challenge, when peoples throughout the world are 
striving for the freedom we enjoy. And it is a reminder of how 
fortunate we are to live in America, where every man and woman 
has the right to question, to criticize, and, just as important, 
to laugh at our leaders. 

This evening is not just a celebration of laughter but a. 
celebration of liberty. God bless you all. 
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President William J. Clinton 
Remarks Before Americans With Disabilities 

May 2, 19_94 
(Drc;tft) 

~li 
h~ 

I am honored that Justin..Dart,..has given me this book... ~~\~~\r~ 
knowing that every sign~ure of every person taking part in the \\ . ~ 
rally today represents thousands of other names of Americans who~ ~~\\~ 
have also. overcome tremendous obstacles. j\) ~'\~~\cl.L\ ~\'-J ~ r:'0\\' 

There may be no truer grass-roots movement than that of ~~ \ 
Americans with disabilities. It is a movement that has made our ·~\1\~.> 
laws, our environment and our society more fair and more humane. \ ~~~ < 
It has peen fueled by anger •.. frustration ... and, as we have A~~~\~ 
seen with Kate Miles and her family ... by determination and love. ~J ~~ 

But no family should be put through a stress test of going 
it alone to provide care for a family member. No family 
breadwinner should have to work three jobs because a child needs 
long-term care ... no family should have to deplete its savings or 
risk bankruptcy. our home-care program will give families like 
the Miles family and individuals with disabilities a fair break: 
greater choices about how and where to get care, and it will help 
pay for the cost of that care. 

I applaud the courage of Kate Miles and 
of their family in coming here today;-

Robbie and the rest 

~\'~~' 
Q~~ \ 
~\ \\\}-. 

~~~\ 
\~·;' 

~ ~ 
~~\)~ 
~\ ~ 

~~~ 
It's fitting that the theme of ~:lly 

Freedom." 
\.~\ "'',~. (• today is "Bridge to :_\\)\.\.' 1 

\{)'~i~.---~~ 
~J\ ~~ 

I became President because I wanted to to ensure that every 
one of our people has the tGOls to become economically free. 

~- . 

Three years ago (??), the Americans With Disabilities Act 
became law and it has helped to fight job discrimination and to 

-begin including, rather than excluding, the disability community 
from the main stream of American life. 

But it is only part of the equation. The other part is this: 
We have to get rid of the systemic discrimination in insuring the 
health of our people. 

And unless we do, millions of Americans will never know the 
dignity of putting in a· day at work ... will never know the 
independence of collecting a paycheck ... will never know economic 
freedom. 

It is unconscionable that any American with the mind and the 
desire and the ability to work is denied that chance. 

~}o\ 
?t~~ ~ 
\J "~\t \\J' 

'\'V..J 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



It is self-defeating to have a system that says to Americans 
with disabilities: You can have health benefits, but only if you 
don't work. 

It is counter-productive to have a system that discourages 
employers from hiring a qualified person just because that person 
may be at risk of high medical bills. 

Let's face it: The health care system we have now is failing 
millions of Americans. The health care system is failing you. 

We had better fix it now, because if we don't it will be a 
long time before we can pa?S this way again. And every day that 
passes without a reformed health care system will be filled with 
wasted time and wasted humanity. 

We can do.it by getting rid of the obstacles to freedom in 
our health care system. 

The term "pre-existing condition" is one that the people 
here today and millions of Americans know as prevention: It 
prevents people from being insured and it prevents employers from 
hiring these people because of the potential health care costs. 

We need to say once and for all: You can't deny coverage to 
anyone with a pre-existing condition. 

\ 

And further ... there can be no lifetime limits on health 
care. 

~the same time, we need to require all employers to \.
1 

'~ 
provide health coverage ... and we need to make it affordable for "\\~\.\\~ 
them to do so. ~ ~\ 

With our proposal, ."mployer:' ... !'~~ll b7 part of~~!~~~\,~~ 
~~_.eo~~;~!~~e~~~~:~~~~~~~~~;1~~~i-~k;~~c~;~_Yb:~~~-~e ~~~ 
they tr1ed to do the. r1ght th1ng by h1r1ng a person w~h ,\9- ,.,£\. t;)~;'T 

disability. A.~ \\c_ ~~~ ~-5S(h·~,J\~~\-\'fu ~·~~'-\~'\ ~~,~~\ 'J\\ ~-tJ 
..:;: v= \) ~~'\\\<\ ~:~\ . j \lJ~~vru "~ \~. 

Furthermore, help the person with a d:~ ·iil'ty to be able to ~ ,y 
take a job by including a tax· credit for ~rs~al-assistance ·. ~ . . 
services worth 50 percent ar what he or she earns. f.!" . ;\ 

1~' ~~ And all of this goes hand-in-hand with providing home- and 
community-based long-term care. 

~ 
And you should have the freedom to choose the doctor and 

health plan that is best for you. This iS""something that is 
important for every American, but especially for Americans who 
depend on a doctor who knows them and with whom they feel 
comfortable. 

~(}~~ 
\\\~ 

~' 
~ 

cs ;~ . ~- \ ' 
\_:. itl:"\} 

\_,_\J\j"' 
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We should be rewarding the people who take personal 
responsibility ... who go the extra mile ... who have the desire 
and the capacity to contribute to our society. · · , .. __ . 

No one disputes that the astronomical cost~o~.r pr.esent 
health care sysfem-is~acceptab~At~-~~e rate~ts costs are 
~~i~~be sipnon~ng of~ economic~growt~\for 
· generations. -~ ~ ~~ 
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·---------·----···-·-·---·-

President William J. Clinton 
Remarks for Inactivation of Berlin Brigade 

McNair Barracks, Berlin, Germany · 
July 12, 1994 / 

Chancellor and Mrs. Kohl, Governing Mayor and Mrs. Diepge~ 
1 

Secretary Perry, General Shalikashvili, General Mattox, General 

I\Ja~d? Today we close a circle begun nearly a half century ago, 

Yates, members of the Berlin Brigade, my fellow Americans: ~ 

~~ ending where we began, but somehow arriving at a different place 
in this ~rent t1me:- We have come to Berlin. 

In 1945, President Truman came to Berlin, and atop the ~ c._.j} "'<

American headquarters he raised high the Stars and Stripes• ~h 
a simple wish that one day, Berlin would be part of "a better 
world, a peaceful world, a world in which all the people will 
have an opportunity to enjoy the good things in life·." 

Then as now, the colors rippled mightily in the winds of 

0.
erlin. And the winds could not be contained, not by th~eadth~? 
f a Wall, not by the length of years. They gusted from ere, 
ifting a continent, finally, out of the cold and toward the 

warmth of freedom. . ('\ o d(/ ~ ~ . 
~ ~ \l v-~ 

· To the men and women of the Berlin Brigade, ?l-fld to these who '~·hJ'#IJ 
· , I say: ~ fanned those o,...C...Jt..~ 

th your patriotism~{lrU-th your very ~~ 

. ~~~~-
Few moments in the life of a nation are as f~lfilli~g as 

when its sons and daughters in uniform ca~e tqanked for a ~·ob 
well rye. Today we share such a moment. l? e:5 oou::a {o bm,' ~H.~ _ -~ 

Members of e Ber 1n Br1gade: Amer1ca salutes you. Your e
c th 1· · · ~ 

. 7 g campaign has been successful. Berlin is free. B~rlin is 
ted. Berlin is part of a better world. - ' 

Berliners of all generations, 'from all walks of life have ~' 
been expressing their appreciation for your efforts, in the most~• 

· personal and heartfelt ways. · ' ' 

I and all your fellow Americans are swelled with pride for · Q _ ~ 
what you have done for this city, this continent, and for the /-
United States of America. You are truly our vanguard(§/of freed 

No force of this size has ever accomplished more for peace 
and stability. No force has better symbolized America's 
commitment to the defense of human liberty. No force has better 
embodied America's solidarity with peoples around the world who 
are.committed to democracy. 

1 
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General MacArthur said, "The soldier, above all 
people, prays for peace, for he must suffer and bear 
wounds and scars of war." 

The members of the Berlin Brigade and the.Americans who 
preceded them here at this most forward outpost knew the dangers 
better than anyone~You tood tall at the flashpoint of ~~p _ 

. superpower dispute the nuclear precipi¥e you did not ~~ 

~
linch. You preser d and fortified this island of liberty. ~ 
ou did it without firing a single shot in anger. '"!gu ptnv ided a : ~ 

. arber for freedom and a har:biHEJCr for aetente Q - 1. 
./ 

e example of your courage strengthened liberty's resolve. 
because of it, Berlin faces perhaps its brightest future in 
years of existence. 

From Doughboy City to Templehof Airport to Checkpoint 
Charlie and other sites east of the Elbe river -- in all, more 
than 100,000 American men and women served in the Berlin Brigade . 

. People like the Colonel Gale Halvorsen, who tossed small, 
candy-filled parachutes to the children of Berlin during the 
Airlift(~~ · . . 

People like Private Hans Puhl, who risked his life in 
September 1964, leaping over the Wall to rescue a young East t:
Berliner cut down by East Germ~n rifles as he dashed toward 
freedom. 

People like Specialist Rebecca Montague, who was deployed 
from Berlin to Iraq to help deliver humanitarian relief to the 
Kurds in Northern Iraq in Operation "Provide.Comfort." 

And people like Sid Shacknow, a Holocaust survivor who made 
his way to America and into the Army and the Berlin Brigade. ·He 
w~s better known here as Brigadier General Shacknow, Brigade~? ~ 
Commander -- a man who lived freedom's dream. · . 
~ ' ~ 

~ We honor these and all members of the Berlin Brigade and 

. ---
their families, whose support and love have buttressed all we 
have done here. 

Not far from here is a piece of America, a copy of the s;~ 
Liberty Bell that hangs in Philadelphia, sent to Berliners ~~~ 
through the donations of 16 million Americans. When that bell · ~--~ 
rang for the first time in 1950, no one could say with certainty 
when freedom would come. When the first cargo planes landed iri 
1948 as part of Operation Vittles, as the Airlift was called, no 

· one knew how long it would last or even. if it could succeed. When 
the Wall went up in 1961, no one could say when the city and 
severed families would be whole again. 



·~ 
.,. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



·' 

n 

When the Quadripartite Agree:~m~e~n~t~~-E~~d1 was signed in 
1971 ,· no one knew whethe t the agreement to 
improve the 1' of Berliners. 

But we held fast and we believed, and history proved us 
ri . It proved that freedom's will is stronger than tyranny's 
walL 

I am not the first American President to come to Berlin. And 
to the citizens of this city and to all who cherish freedom as a 
birthright, America pledges that I will not be the last. 

I have come to Berlin, as President Truman did, as President f\, ~ 
Kennedy did, as Presidents Nixon and Reagan did, each to stand at ~ 
democracy's door in East Europe. But now we have crossed that 
threshold to a new world of opportunities. 

. In 1994, we face new challenges. No one can say ~th 
certainty whether those people to Berlin's east, strug~ing now to 
establish democracy and market economies will be successful. But 
one thing is certain. Together with our allies, we are obligated 
to help them succeed and help them we will. 

I am privileged to be with you today as we turn a historic 
corner. For five decades, Americans stood shoulder to shoulder 

~with British and French comrades and with the people of Berlin. 
We came as occupiers, stayed~ as defenders~ P~ leave as 
friends. "-r- ~ 

Today, we bid farewell to~he good and brave people of 
Berlin -- who have been and will always be friends and partners. 
And as we depart, we do not turn our backs. Throughout western· 
Germany, our men.and women and uniform will continue to be a 
presence. And in this city, while the work of our troops is done, 
other Americans from all walks of life are being drawn here, · 
strengthening our economic and cultural bonds. Many more are 
coming, drawn by the vitality_ that you helped make possible.J, .. ~ :-~ ,.. 

This goodbye is not cause for sadness. We £n~fn,u:;;- -J l 
have not one regiet. Because of you, we can say~ All is peac~ 
a~I 1s settle&, ftll is quiet~ ~e~on freedom's front. 

Members of the Berlin Brigade, I salute you: Mission 
accomplished. 

, 

11 f'\ A 
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last day before retirement, you e'Aottld kHow that- whatever the 
wor ~d brings, ~ and ~children will be prepare~ 

Our strategy is working. Our economy is coming back. The 
economy has generated more than 3.8 million jobs since I took 

ice; inflation· is the lowest it's been in two decades. · 
7

) 
--------..~ . r-' c ~ ~' -fe- 1ft Sf~ -

We honored the values that you honor: opportun1~, 
responsibility, community, and m~st of all)family. ~'enacted
the Family and Medical leave l~We cut t~xes on 15 million 
families who choose work over welfare. We reformed the student 
loan system, so that your sons a d daughters can go to college 
and your family won't go broke. 

We established r program of national service, AmeriCorps, 
which with guid e from La Raza will help rebuild Latino and 
other comm : 1es while helping young people pay for their 
education. e set up the White House Commission on Hispanic 
Educationa Excellence, chaired by Raul Yzaguirre, who is charged 
with finding ways the system can be changed to better serve young 
Hispanics and their parent~ £..t9{ 

1

s f.o.-i-l. · ·if~ 

I'm proud of our record. We are doing all we can to give v~' 
every American the tools to compete and win .in a changing world, 
to give every child the chance to say· Yes I can~But none of 
this will be truly successful unless~e sure that every .~ 
working American family has health care. ~~AA.r~a 

And to do that, I need your help. There are few things in ~ 
life that are as clear cut: More working Hispanics are uninsured~ 
than any other segment of America, about 33 percent versus about ~ 
11 percent [check figures] for the rest of the population. Often ~~~ 
Latinos don't have health care because they work for small ~ 
businesses, or they work part-time, without benefits. . ~~ 

These are people working their hearts out to make a better~~;.L · 
life. But all it takes is one illness without insurance and the~_,.~~ 
family can be set back for a generation. It's a travesty. ~~ 

I'll tell you about another group that has complete health ~ 
security. If you're in that group, you get to pick your own ~ · . 

·doctor and health plan. You can change plans if you like, and you · 
are never denied coverage for pre-existing conditions. You pay a 
fair price for insurance and your employer picks up most of the 
cost. 

The group is Congress. The employer is you, the American 
taxpayer. Now, I say.this not to suggest that members of Congress 
should not have health care. They should. But why not pass it 
around? 
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------ -----

President William J. Clinton 
Saturday Radio Address 

October 12, 1996 

Good ri10rning. Today is Columbus Day, marking the day an Italian explorer came upon 
the New World. It's a day that holds special significance and much pride for Italian-America~ 
This day is also known as Dia de Ia Raza (DEE-ah deh lah RAH-zah), when the Hispanic and ~ 
Native American cultures came together more than 500 years ago. All. these people have shaped ~ 

· who we are as a nation ... and today we all celebrate their contributions. 

We can only imagine the beauty of the land that explorers found half a milennium ago. In 
the centuries since, as we have grown, have o en ai a nee · our natural resources and 
our environme orne ave been depleted, destroyed, endangered. And some, thankfully, have 
been preserved, restored and replenished. 

This doesn't just happen. It takes work by every generation to make sure the next 
generation can enjoy the blessings and the beauty of America, and clean air and pure water. -hftd 
as-we bnild 6nr btidge to the 21st CeAtui=Yr wemHst GaR;.y--!his mission witbJLS. /1 lr ~ ~~ 

I ~ I 'II . . l b'll h 'II ,_ . b . ?'h::tW1" J c-, 44J n a 1ew moments, wt sign mto aw a 1 t at \¥1 maKe OJ![.JO e.as.Jer, t e ater 7J ~ ~ 
Resources Development Act. And with me here in the Oval Office is someone who has devoted P~tht 
much of his life to creating a better environment, Vice President Al Gore. 1if!:.-

I'd like him to tell you what this bill will do. ~ 

[VICE PRESIDENT GORE] 
N-W~ ~~ 

This bitt has been urgently needed. It reflects our commitment to continue the 
development of the nation's water resources and preserve the environment while be~ 

...responsible. .. . · ~ p,4 ,.,e ~ ~ 
. . 

We can do that, and we must. Wear OfKing~-p balan~the budget, because we need to 
do that to ensur etter ture, but eed to do it in Q..wagThat honors our obligations. And 
that means otecting ed catio , edicare, Medicaid ... and the environment. To do one without 
the ot s will cost us a tern le price later. 

70t-1~[9 ~t I want to th~~~bers o(Congress-wha, fought with_j!§j;o=witrtliis water 
,.,'i'G oo ~ resources de~pmeenntt a act, es c U ~ ?? . ~ 

1li•~•J'r . y-xxxxxx ) 
oD-n-~ '"¢ . . ? I am heartened that we have turned back confrontation, and have won cooperation and _ 

0 / Y/ ~ipartisanship to win this important new law. . . , _ 
~ _ · ~ , J f.- "£44 tfA'Mtl~lfci,J 7 . ., k- /. - f6 . 
f"'f_ · But our work is not done. -I ttl36 waHtto sign the Parks Bill, which the Congress has 

approved. This bill promises to make American even_more beautiful. It will create or improve 



almost 120 national parks, trails, rivers or historical sites in 41 of our states. This bill will restor~e~ 
the b_reathtaking Presidio in San Francisco, which borders· the b~y ... _it will save the pris~ine ~ J {f:;,f,VJ 
Sterhng Forest along the New York and New Jersey border, which ts a place of recreatton,(and ~a "'D · . 

. major source of clean water ... it will help restore the beauty of the Tall Grass Prairie in Kansas.~ ~ 
· and it will bring back other natural sites that have been so long overlooked all around our nation. 

. ' 

500 years ago, no one could have imagined the greatness that would bloom between our 
shor~s ... nor could they have foreseen that the nation born here would become the model of 
people of all kinds working together for the common good. 

Preserving our environment, restoring its wonder is in our common good ... for today and 
for tomorrow. Let us truly celebrate today as a day of RE-discovery, in which we pledge to keep 
working, across the lines that divide us, to make America more beautiful and better than ever. 

Thanks for listening. 

And now, I will sign the Water Resources Development Act. 

.,....._.--- ) 
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President William Jefferson Clinton 
Prepared Remarks 

ReGo Report Roll-Out 
·Portland, Oregon 
September 19,1996 

[Acknowledgments: to be provided on site.] 

You know, I have to hand it to our brilliant Vice President. I used to think 
Washington couldn't keep a secret.' But A1 Gore found some ... he cut a book deal ... and now 
he's telling all. And I forgive him. Because from now on ... everyone will know ... we areon 
our way to making government work the way it's supposed to work for all the American 
people. 

And I will tell you this: A1 Gore is doing for Federal government what he has done for 
the macarena [mah-kah-RA Y-nuh] ... he's removing all the unnecessary steps ... and he's got 
everyone doin~ ., · 

< 

~~all thank the Vice President. 

I am very happy to be back in Portland. We had a wonderful time coming down here 
on the bus from Seattle, here to the intersection of 4th and Main, meeting many wonderful 
people along the way. 

I will never forget the bravery and resilience I saw in the people here when I visited 
during the floods last spring. The true pioneering spirit of America is alive and well here in 
Oregon. And I join the Vice President in congratulating all the people of Oregon for being 
pioneers in bringing common sense to our government. You're doing a wonderful job. 
- :7 C sco N f !L6G fl-t'S~:J . 

What this election is all about is simply this: It's a clear, unambiguous choice about 
building a bridge into the future or going back to the past. 

Four years ago, we had government that was bloated, out of touch and into central 
control. For many good reasons, our people felt that government just didn't "get it." 

But Al Gore and I knew that if we are going to be ready for the 21st century, then we 
need a government for the. 21st century. So we have been building a bridge to the future by 
building a government that "gets it" ... one that is lean, that works for the people with 
minimum red tape, with maximum results, while preserving America's values. 

We . · · "<!ge-l · . . ~he deficit/l111\tbalanc~ 
the budge). oJ) &o -d ~ Mtu~ !Lt /1/1 7 ,;-_ l Z~co-:;;:_ ~ 

wt. ~. 1 
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f:.~~ ;;,{Je ~' 
cVL-L v-y~ /d ~t!/(j/ fo/r'o;2. . 

We haveJreen-lmilding-the-bridge-by puttf , ore .oops on the streets of 
America, almost 400 [394] so far in Oregon alon And across America, crime has come 
down. In Oregon, violent crime was down 4 percent last year, and murders were down 8 
percent-- the biggest drop in 3 decades. 

· · ~lre&,P rtuc 
~~e~~,-;~=~ru:,~:~~~~~~:;~~ 

We atb building the \bridge !O the future by ending the era of big government, and a big ~1/yN:M. ~ 
part of that has been reinventing government. And to get that job done, I have asked AI Gore ~ - --. 

~ 
to do an awful lot. ~ 

Just weeks after we took office, I asked him to report back to me in 6 months on how ~~ 
to fix the government. He did. He produced so much savings in that study, that we were able ~ 
to pay for the 100,000 extra police officers in our Crime Bill. ~ c 

Then, I asked AI Gore to go back and do a second review of government. I wanted 
him to find enough savings to pay for a middle class tax cut... and he did. Then last month, I 
asked AI Gore to report to me with recommendations on how to improve air safety and 
security. He did. Just this week the Congress passed half of his recommendations into.law. 
And now we have actions underway to improve the safety and security for all Americans who 

fly. ~ . 

NowJ£t_me tel4ou-v.1lat all of this meanffur the American people: It's meant a lot in 
the way of savings-- $118 billion, so far, as the Vice President said. It means the government 
is smaller by 250,000 positions-- the smallest it's been since John Kennedy was President. 
Layers of management, rules and red tape that weren't needed are gone, and we're getting rid 
of 16,000 pages of regulations. But we have worked to save and improve what Americans 
need ... ,like Medicare ... Social Security ... the National Park system ... environmental 
protections ... and other agencies, programs and laws that protect you and your family. 

And we've made government work, without waste and without excuses. It used to be 
that if you needed a business loan, you faced a large stack of papers to apply; we changed that 
and now it's just one page. It used to be that the Federal Emergency Management Agency was 
such a disaster that the Congress was considering getting rid of it. But we changed that and 
now, under Director James Lee Witt, FEMA is there first and stays until the job is done when 
nature's darker forces strike our people. We are putting people first, and that's what we are 
working to do all across government. 

I'll tell you a little about what this tell-all book reveals: 

First, common sense has come to government. In everything from how we hire people 
to how we purchase supplies to the way our customs agents inspect for illegal drugs ... we 
have gotten rid of the excess bureaucracy and the double-speak. It used to be that if you were 
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in government, and needed a $4 stapler ... it'd costyou $50 just in paperwork to get it. Now, 
a $4 stapler costs not $54, but $4. Over and over again, that kind of waste has been 
eliminated. 

Second, government is serving people better !..Most of the peopl~--gov-e-n~tro~e=n,...t:-:w~an=t"t:::::o-Y:.
· . ~dG-a-good-jeb,buHhey-fOund It tough under the old ways. Now ;that's changing. One 
_./ · . woman from Sacramento was so overwhelmed by the fast and friendly service she got at the 

Social Security office, she wrote to tell us that it left her "dazed and confused" --in a good 
way. And now she says, she thinks more of government agencies and their employees. Our 
government workers should serve the people the way America's best companies serVe their 
customers. 

And that brings us to the third best-kept secret: Government is in partnership with · -->----
business. It ak . · rencies have been direeted to-wefk-in-parmers~ 

~business.___A.fter-all, we want compliance ... not punishment. That's how we'll keep our 
{ u vva. ..... r and air clean ... that's how we'll best protect the health and safety of all our people. 

And the fourth secret is that we found that we do a better job when we are also 
partnered with our communities .. When it comes to fighting crime, revitalizing housing and 
neighborhoods and educating our children, government alone cannot do the job. 

As the Vice President said, we followed Oregon's example .. When it comes to federal 
grants and programs you need, you threw out the Washington rule book, and we helped you 
do it. Now there are no strings attached ... just one large qualification: You must show results. 
You know best how to reach your goals ... and we want you to reach them. 

~~..,._.,, .... ards for 
ust perform and be 

But we still have work to do. And in a second Clinton-Gore Administration this is what 
we will work for: 

By the year 2002, by the time our federal budget is balanced, we will have an even 
smaller, more productive government than we have today. 
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We will privatize more parts of the government. We've done that already by selling 
operations like.the Alaska Power Administration, and by converting many training and support 
programs to private comp · -- aving American tax a ers hundreds of millions of dollars. 
W t e program that helps banks to finance stu en 
l~We have already reformed student loans; now they are direet, cheaper 
and easier to get and to repay for our young people. So, Sallie Mae should go private, and 
that alone would save the taxpayers $22 million right away. 

We need to make more of government operate in a businesslike way. So, by 2002, I 
want many of our agencies to become Performance Based Organizations. What that rnea:ns, 
~~ these agencies will have clear goals ... they will promise to increase 

productivity and quality ... they will set standards for customer service ... and they will 
decrease costs. And we will give them the flexibility to get the job done. These organizations 
will be run by chief executive officers whose job literally depends on meeting goals. That's 
the bottom line. 

Finally, we cannot continue to shrink government and transform the way it operates 
unless we use technology better. So today, I am announcing that the White House Home 
Page, which many of you have ·already used on the Internet, will become your one-stop 
gateway to government services. Whether you have a tr .actio_n_. need a form or public~tion, 
er-;j-ttst want · · n ... it's all th · : y~ , 
want to kno , for example, how m t an estima~e 
of your fut re benefits -- it's ri ht there. 

a) 1 

1 c,0 oouple of key words ~td it's-all-there. 
-; n~: ~t(W-Q service, at your fingertips. . ' 
~.tl 

(p )~£w._,, Our goal is .very basic: We want a government that people can have faith in. As we 
d8.J!.- face our challenges and work to live up to all our potential in the 21st century, government 

alone cannot be the solution, but government that works with you can be part of the solution. 
Together, there is nothing we cannot do. 

A reinvented government, that is leaner, more efficient, responsive, and mindful of our 
values-- that is how we will build our bridge to the 21st century, working together and 
moving forward together. Thank you and God bless. 
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E X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C E 0 F THE P R E S I D E N T 

17-Jan-1996 09:00am 

TO: Michael Waldman 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco 
Domestic Policy Council 

CC: Bruce N. Reed 

SUBJECT: sou 

Initial thoughts: 

First and foremost I like it .... it's positive nature is very 
uplifting! 

I believe the drug section needs to be beefed up to match the 
words on gangs ... ! know POTUS has indicated he wants very much to 
be able to announce new drug director •••• we need to think of what 
we do if that appt. not ready as it_ is a cabinet appt. and it-may 
take a bit longer than a week to get the vet done. He could 
always reiterate the issue of the. conf. on Drugs, Youth, Violence 
coming up (title may be wrong) in Feb., plans to announce new 
director then. 

Page 7: ·The part that says "Our schools have low standards, 
dilapidated and croweded classrooms, .... " should be changed I feel· 
to "Far too many of our schools .... " There are a significant 
number of terrific sc:qools out there and I cringe at the very 
negative image currently portrayed. 

Page 8: Second sentence will raise MANY questions about whether 
he is proposing mandatory teacher testing like he did in Ark., is 
he going to ask for stronger federal role in traditional local 
community responsibilities •.• we need to think on how_that is said 
so as NOT to raise these questions. Merit scholarships:· private 

·schools too? 

Page 9: Bullet point on child support ... should include females in 
that too .•.• while males owe the most among back support there is a 
significant and growing number of mothers. While I am all for 
this particular bullet focusing on fathers we either need to drop 
the child support line or tweak it someway. 

I don't on first three readings see anything about people with 
disabili-ties ..• it would be a-natural to add something in the 
fourth challenge area. We could extend the insurance language 
which is one area that precludes people with disabilities from 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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working often or we can cite one of the incredible stats about 
untapped source of potential workers from among people with 
disabilities ••. ! will ask Diana Fortuna to put something together 
today. 

AIDS 
Yeah, the word is in there! However, we may not have accomplished 
what we need by using it in the way it is now placed. I see no 
where in the speech where there is discussion of 
technology/science research/etc/ With all the new focus in 
recent days on the various viruses that threaten us it seems we 
have to work something in about research ... that would be a good 
place to say something about AIDS.· ... the issue is we have people, 
increasing·numbers of women and children dying of AIDS and 
volunteer help while great is not the big answer .•.• I'll keep 
reading and thinking on this one. 

Thanks! 
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If the State of the Union addresses returning credibility to the 
_nation's control of its borders, then it also should include some 
language indicating the President's recognition of the 
contribution of legal immigration to communities and the nation. 
The President has attempted to include such balance over the past 
year in his references to this issue before a wide range of 
audiences. 

Immigration fits into the story about communities and personal 
responsibility. If illegal. immigration enforcement is brought 
within these themes, then so too should legal immigration. 
Otherwise, the President will appear to be scapegoating 
noncitizens and he will be contributing implicitly to divisive 
and overheated anti-immigrant sentiments whether he intends to or 
not. Finally, this is not only a point about immigration, but 
goes straight to his vision of a national community with everyone 
-- citizens and noncitizens alike -- working hard and playing by 
the rules and working together to achieve a better society. 

Drafted properly, there should be little concern that this will 
hurt the President. This crucial point is recognized by Governor 
Wilson who was careful to distinguish between illegal and leg~l 
immigration in nearly all of his remarks including his 
Presidential campaign announcement. It was recognized by 
Governor Bush who warned Republican Presidential candidates not 
to_come to Texas and blame legal immigrants or immigration. 
There are reasons why they, and other governors, have been 
careful to make this p6int. 

Legal immigration is also a business and industry competitiveness 
issue. That is why Bill Gates spoke out and why Senator Simpson 
_caved immediately on certain legislative provisions viewed as 
restricting businesses access to needed foreign workers (how many 
other nontechnology national issues can you name that Bill Gates 
has led the fight on). · 

Expressing this idea in the speech does not need to be lengthy, 
but it does have to rise beyond reciting the well-worn "nation of 
immigrant" mantra that has been made barely adequate because it 
is chanted now even by those who blame legal immigrants for many 
of society's present problems. 

If the Administration's success in bringing increasing 
credibility to enforcement of the immigration laws is included in 
the speech, it also can be placed into a context that reinforces 
the President's vision of community: 

• Deterring illegal immigration is a.fundamental element of a 
nation's need to control its borders to ensure its national 
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and economic security goals. It also is consistent with 
this.Administration's vision of a national community where 
people strive not only to work hard, but also to contribute 
their fair share and play by the rules. An individual's 
illegal entry by definition defies this vision. And an 
illegal crosser's undocumehted status virtually ensures some 
level of social marginalization and risks growth of an 
underclass rather than integration into and full 
participation in society. 

While we must restore credibility to the enforcement of our 
immigration laws -- because we are a nation of laws -- we 
nevertheless must not allow, immigration to become a wedge 
that divides us as a nation. 

But it.is crucial that the President have a vision of a national 
community that truly reflects a unifying theme. That is what a 
President does in the bully pulpit. · After all, most noncitizens 
are part of families of U.S. citizens. Most noncitizens are 
simply future (voting) citizens. Here are some possibilities: 

• Ultimately, legal immigration supports families and family 
values, business and global competitiveness. Our policies 
.seek to reinforce immigration's role in strengthening 
families and communities (through reunification of close 
family members) and strengthening the economy (by supporting 
need~d employment-based immigration when that does not 
compete with Americans for jobs). Th.ese are people who 
often waited years to enter legally, rather than illegally, 
worked hard and played by the rules to pursue the American 
Dream. In these areas in particular, it is important to 
affirm the continuing contribution of legal immigration to 
our country. 

Tie the community theme into the achievements and passing of 
Barbara Jordan -- using the type of national unifying 
language she used at the Convention and throughout her life. 

As part of community responsibility or community economic 
development, note the energy and hard work that legal 
immigrants have brought to the task of revitalizing decaying 
neighborhoods and small business development in some of our 
most depressed communities. 

The President has spoken about the value of the United 
States being able to send Haitian-American peacekeepers to 
Haiti who therefore had ties to Haiti, could speak the 
language and relate closely to the Haitiarr people. We know 
that noncitizens fought for American interests in the Iraqi 
war because President Clinton issued an executive order 
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expediting their naturalization. 
story to tell of a member of the 
Bosnia who is from a family that 
returned· to help restore peace. 

Perhaps there is a similar 
U.S. peacekeeping force in 
left that region and has 

The President has tied legal immigration to affirmative 
action, noting parallel issues and concerns. That might be 
done again in this speech. 
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Our first challenge is to cherish our children and strengthen the American 

family. 

~ 
Families are the foundation of American life. 14y toge~ 

believe we can stay together as a nation. ~ ~ ~ 
~.~ (;t/'--(. ~ ~ P-~ ~ V?-(b 

We must tak~ibility for our children. It is not easy to be~y~ ~ 
usmesses, our parents, our media, our schools, our teachers, our 

~~A- I CA-~. 
communities, and our governmen s help children make it. 

~~~~~~~~---, '·'ft·way the hurdles, not to build them up. 

¥,.,_ 
To the media: I say lo~ sh~uld crxate. movies, CDs and television shows y. ou would 

. ~~ c4VcJL.V"'- +t> -l•• o d st§g: ~ l1j 
want your own ·children o us the broadcast industry, do what movies have done, rate_ 

your programming to help parents protect their children. ~ ~ ~~ U ~ 

call on Congress to pass the requirement for a "V,. ~hip'' in TV sets, so parents c:!"" ~ ~. 
~~~PI'{~t~P~~~ .~:VIr/> 

out programs~ TeleYisien should not betray the values of the -\v 

!ami!¥ home._ w ~ r ~~ ~ trol ~ ~. ~ct: 
Dlv>t~· SfP; ·~ { j rvut~s 7 ~ +i-.1 1

:, \) 

. , s._j~ ~KPJC{AA74 ~~ ~ t?fl.~ .• 
b.£ spuYJs, brill-, . s u rr 

.--h M~~~&~ 
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I invite the leaders of major media corporati<;>ns and·the entert~ent industry to 

come to the White House next month to work with us on concrete ways to improve what 

our children see on television. I am ready to work with you. 

I say to those who produce and mar~arettes: Every year, a million children 

take up smoking; 300,000 of them will die ~s a result. My administration has acted to stop 

the massive marketing campaign aimed at kids. We are saying: Market your .products to 

adults, if you wish -- but draw. the line on children. 

For too long, our . 

welfare system has undermined the family. Congress and I are near agreement on sweeping 

welfare reform. We agree on time limits, tough work requirements, and the toughest 

possible child support enforcement. But we must provide child care so mothers can go to 

work. Send me a bipartisan welfare reform that will really move people from welfare to 

work and that does right by children, and I will sign tki1 a 1R:~cat. V 

American business to hire people getting offwelfare. 

· To strengthen the family, we must do everything we can to keep the teen pregnancy 

· 'l+ \~ S~)\W ~~ . 
rate going down.~st yeB£, from this f30dimn, I issued a eall for a m~w national effort.~ 

Lf~mtiHer-gJ~;-v.;fitfl~is-:l'ltotbl€)H:l. Tonight I am pleased to announce that a group of 

6 
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.. ·. . h~~~~ 
. . . 1 1 d . ~'~'"~!ft-\, ~ ~ !l ·11 l11ist-tlw-l promment nat10na · ea ers 1s -answermgat-c VIi an orgamzatteR -tat WI e 

s~tional campaign against teen pregnancy: I challenge every Americ""t-~ 
joinj !I lheii effcrt~. 

I call on American men and women to respect one another I ask every Ameriean 7 man to swear, tomght, "lreVei, never, te lilt his hand agaiHst a'"""""" We must end the 

deadly scourge of domestic violence. --

~fr.. 
I .cllallenge America's families to stay together. And in particular, I challenge 

fathers to love and care fot their children-Unlsss. a man has died, there is no' such thiH:g :as_ 

...a-fatherless child, there is--simply a father not d~ing ~t basic human duty. 

\}lf__~ ~ ~\-~ h-r~~ 

But a check is no substitute for your love. Please, as President, as a father;. ~ t . ~~~ ~. wh<t lest his 0Wii1'iither before~ bomj, I'loop!l!te you: Help raise your children:· 

Our second Challenge is to provide Americans with the educational opportunies 

we need for a new century. 

7 
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. ~ Every classroom in America must be conne~ ~e information superhighway~ 

~ with computers, good software, an~ ·. · cannot do 

~on:e,...:.but-a-pa:rtiiership of educators, pflfs~l, ~u~~d ge¥elllllient can. We are 

working ~th "~~ .t;~~?~unications ind.ustry~ Ca:lifernia to connect 20% of _the 
\ 'f\. ~ ~""""' .,tAo\.~ 

cia. ssroom~by this spring, and every classroom ~y the year 2000. I ~~der · 
. . . J ~ol "1 1 tl / every state to Q,g t:H:e same, anti- ask Congress to support om to make th~partnership 

. ·~\~,~·~ 
successful~ 

I challenge every community, school and state to oa s 00 

tla 1ve: dop~f excellence, measure whether schools are ~eeting those 
I 

standards, cut red tape so that schools have more flexibility for grassroots reforms, and hold 

them accountable for results. b ~ ~ (!vvtJ (; ·~ Z {):> 

public school their children attends, and let teachers form new schools with a charter they 

can keep only if they do a good job. 

I challenge all schools to teach character education: education, values, and good · 

citizenship. I challenge parents to be ~eir children's. first teachers. Turn off the TV. See 

- V\sl~ d~~ '. 
that the homework gets done: ~your children's teachersr- / 

i 
I 
( 

Today, higher education is more important than ever before. 

8 
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Bob Hcirmats 

Below ate a few thoughts for the State of the Union Address: 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT'S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

We are nearing the end of this century and the end of this millennium. As w:e approach 

the new millennium we need to be strang at home and strong abroad - to ensure that our 

society remains dynamic and cohesive. That Is the legacy we must leave to the next 

generation of Americans. That will enable America to shape a world in which our interests and 

our values can thrh1e and, in turn, can reinforce our own prosperity and security. 

1995 was the best year for the American economy in the last two decades. The US 

economy registered the fastest rate of growth of any major lndustrialized country. We created 

XXX millions of jobs. Our stock and bond markets have soared; that increased the value: of 

the pension funds and mutual funds of millions of Americans. Once criticized for our la~e 
' 

budg.et deficit, the us new has the lowest deficit among the large western economies. ~ur 
I 

declining deficit has made lower Interest rates possible and shifted more funds into prcducti~e 

private investment which, in turn, has led to declining inflation for American consumers. 

Continuing to cut deficits, increase productive Investment and control inflation will leave a· g~at 

legacy for the next generation of Americans; 

American industry has undertaken a dramatic transformation resulting from 

. extraordinary improvements in management and worker productivity, the rapid introduction :of 
' 

' ! 
new technologie·s and significant measures to hold down costs. Once regarded as slipping 

I 

behind In ·the global competitive race, American companies, American workers and t~e 

American economy are now powerful global competitors. ·our currency has strengthen~d, 

along with Investor confidence in our economy. We are leading in virtually all the new 

14!002 
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technologies that will be critical to our growth and econom c power in the 21st century. I intend 
. . : '· . . I . . 

to ensure that we continue to give our children the foun~ation to achieve new technolog,cal 

miracles in the decades ahead. 
' 
' 
I 

i 
i 
I 

A strong economy is critical to America's global power as we approach the 21st centlilry .. · 
I . . 

In many parts o1 the world it gives our country even more influence tha.n our preeminent 
. I . : 

I 

military power. We are using this economic power to pre~s for more open global markets,: to 
. I 

I , 

support economic reform and free enterprise in countries moving from communism : to 
\ 

capitalism, to rebuild areas ravaged by INar an instability s~ch as Bosnia, Gaza and Haiti, and 
! . 

to promote more stability on international financial market~. All of these efforts are critical: to 
I 

our future. At a time when American Industry is at its most competitive in decades we need: to 
I 
I . 

continue to press for an open world economy- not succunib to pressures for trade restricti~ns 
. . 1 I 

at home or allow other countries to do so. Our economic strengtt'l enables us to approach the 
i ' I 

global economy with renewed confidence and purposefuln~ss. 
I 

. I 

; : . 

But American .economic strength and dynamism - while enormously beneficial to moat 
I 

I . 

of our fellow citizens - has also required painful adjustment~. The flexibility of our work fcr¢e. 
I 

its ability to adapt to the accelerating pace of technological ~nd competitive changes, is a gr~at 
' i . ' 

strength. But It also means less economic security for many and a more unsettled w~rk 

environment. We cannot ignore this. Job insecurity and !wage stagnation are problems for 
1 : 

large numbers of our fellow citizens. Our goal Is· to broaden the benefits of prosperity and to 
' 

ensure that those who do not immediately benefit from ou~ nation's growth and prosperity do 
i 

nat suffer the insacurity'of the collapse of their Incomes or of their health care and are assisted 

to obtain ~he tools to contribute to the' country's economy. , 

I 
' ' I. 
I 
I 
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. I I 

If our less trained and less educated citizens fall further .behind others our society .will 
i 

be increasingly divided .. We will be a less compelling exa~ple to the many societies that s~ek 

to achieve the democratic and market reforms that we beH~ve in. 
I 

. I .. 
To better utilize the productive potential of all A~erlcans In this Information Age •. we 

' 
. . • : I 

need to strengthen our system of education and training. !If we do not improve the capabili~ies 

of our educational system, and better utilize the productl~e potential of all ~four citizens, ~e 
. j 

.. will fall short of our potential at home and in the intema:tlonal competitive race. The slri~le 

most ·critical factor in . incre:sing our long-range comJetiti~e capability and our nation's 
i . 

. I . 
economic and political strength as we enter the next csntury is the effectiveness of our 

I 
I 

educational system -from kindergarten through adult training and retraining. 

I 
I 
I 

! 
I 
I. 
I 
I 

I 
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I appreciate the QPportunity to offer some ~uggestions and share a few 
~hough~e about the President'e State of ~he Union a44~ess. Let me make 
several points. 

I think ~he President has a s~rong case to make tha~ democracy has 
continued its global ativancs in the years of his Administration. By 
Freedom Hou3e's reckoning-- when the President took office, there were 
99 formal democracies (i.e. countries which have governments elected in 
reasonably free and fair multiparty elections). Today there are ~17 such 
d.emoc:rac:iel3. As significantly, 55 percent of the world'S population 
lives unde~ governm~nti that are formal ~emoc~acies. 

Democracies are our strongest and most reliable allies. Demccrac:ies can 
De counted en not to war with.eac:h ~~her. They offa~ the be~t 
opportunity for developmen~ ba~ed on economic freedom and respe~t for 
rule of la'lo7. Democracies-· with all their impe.rfec~icn-- offer the best 
chance that basic human rights will be respeeted. 

Yet m&ny of che world's democracies are embattled and weak. They have 
earned and deserve cur support. In supporting them--through democracy 
initiatives and foreign aid-- we are widening the number of our allies 
and so strengthening our national security interests. 

While the President can and 5hould justifiably point to significant 
foreign policy successe~·-Northem Ireland., t:.he Middle East, Haiti, 
Bosnia, democratic tranaitions ih central an~ East Europe~ South Africa
- he should also Qound a ca~tionary note. 

In particular, he should not oversell the progre~s of Russia. I am--at 
root-- deeply pessimistic about Russia's m.id-term f~ture and I atn even 
more 1o1orried about the. security implications of C:h1na' a :rapid industrial 
growth amid widening internal repressi=n and an increasingly asser~ive 
na~iona.lism. Thus, I would u:r:ge you to refrain from any triumphalism 
about Chins and ~ueGia. The O.S. is likely ~o tace bi; enallenges from 
~heee countries in.the years ahead. 

I underetand thae you will no~ want te--n~~ $ho~ld you-- raise the 
ha~kles of th~~e great powers. However, I do believe the president ought 
to make the general point that much of ~he worla remain$ a aangarous 
place in which American leadership is essential. 

.141001 
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~erhaps ~he broades~ point that ~he p~esident co~ld make is to rescate 
t:.he need for a "vital center" (paee ~rt:.hur schlesinger) in Americ::an 
polit:ies. He should note that this tount:.:ry is at itg strongest, when iea 
leaders ean agree on the fundament:.al aims of policy. 

The vital center is consistencly attacked by t:.he far extremes of both 
the right a~d left. Tnese extremes share the vie~ ~hat America's promise 
has been betrayed and that something i& te~ribly w~ong with our ~ountry. 
Those who attack the vital center are pessimists vho hava iost faith in 
America and in Ameriea'a inetitut:.1ons-- inelud~ng the men and women in 

our government;. 

They obscure in their ideological and moral fer~or che goodness of chis 
societ:.y, of America's ccnst~~ctive role in the worid, and cf ~he great 
respec~ which Ame~ica an~ its democracy and open scciecy command amcng 
ordinary p~ople 1 the world over. 

(Here. the President might wane eo offer some anecdote from his travels 
abroa~. ~here he has been greeted with enthusiasm and hope. AC that 
poin~ there may ~e gro~ing evidence of the welcome U.S. peacekeepers are 
getting ~~om citizens of Bosnia.) 

The p~e!srvation of a vital ~enter is ~t makes i~ possible fo~ our 
councry to move forward at:. home and abroaQ. !hat cen~er sometimes 
shi.f~s 1 but ic is baseci always on a un.dersta.nciing that we are ...-orking to 
correct imp=rfeetion5 and o=casional excesses in an extremely suceeaaful 

~ociety. 

The vigorous ~ebate of ide&& is welcome and eseential in cur de~ocracy. 
But ~hat vigorous .debate should be framed in w~y; that allow not 10 muCh 
for compromise as for a coming tQgether around a consensus ~hat refle=ta 
che wisdom of the vas~ majority of Amerieans. 

I hc;7pa this is helpful. All t:he best for .the holidays. 
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Foreign policy ideas for State of the Union 

202 862 2610 

There are five facts 'that' should frame the strategy behind the foreign policy section of this 
year's State of the Union speech: 

1. We have troops on the ground in Bosnia (and Haiti). All the budget/political 
wrangling pales in comparison to the sacrifices of those whose lives are on the line for us. 

2. The American public does not much care about foreign policy these days. 
The President should seize this as anot~er opportunity to tell them why it's still important. 

3. The public has mixed impressions of the Clinton foreign policy record. The 

P.02 

public likes the fact that we're at peace and are making progress on several key issues; but 
is anxious about Bosnia and the recent spate of humanitarian interventions. · · 

4. This is the first opportunity to sketch foreign policy priorities for a second 
term. The foreign policy part should be more forward-looking than retrospective. 

· 5. We don't need to convince the left; we need to convince the middle. The 
emphasis should be on language and arguments that will speak to the skeptics, not the true 
believers who are already on the President,s side on his foreign policy. 

With these points in mind, I'd suggest: 

• Start at least with a nod to the troops; perhaps with foreign policy generally. 
You will want to open the entire speech with a nod to the troops in Bosnia. Given that, 
you might even want to put the foreign policy section at the very top of the speech. It 
would flow nicely from Bosnia. It would defy expectations. It would send a signal that 
this is important. It would sound presidential. It would underscore that this guy is our 
Commander in Chief It would enable the domestic section to have a more coherent flow. 

Whether or not you do that, you should open with a long paragraph thanking the 
troops. This needs to be done carefully. It can't look like a cheap political trick. 
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It needs to acknowledge the mixed feelings 'Within the Congress and among the 
public about this mission. You nright think about something along the lines of: 
"Tonight we gather in this chamber and acr9ss America to talk about the state of 
our exceptional union. As we do, we must begin by poting that our nation today 
stands safe, secure, and confident in itsrole in the world because of the American 
men and women in uniform who sta.rld sentry on our behalf In this chamber and 
across America, we may debate many questions about how best ensure America's 
security; about how and when to deploy America's awesome might. But there is 
no debate on this point: our men and women in uniform embody the very best of 
America. So tonight let us begin by paying tribute to the men and women in our 
armed forces who are so ably protecting and serving our nation _;. and particularly 
those who are helping to secure the peace in Bosnia. They are braving the cold, 
saving lives, but also facing risks, doing hard work, far away from their loved ones. 
I want them to know that all Americans acknowledge their contribution and will 
work together for their safe return." 

• In the review of the world, stress hard security challenges. Next, you '11 want 
to do a brief review of the world, noting the administration's accomplishments (Mideast, 
Ireland, no nukes targeted at us, NAFTA/GATT, readiness of our forces, trilateral nuke · 
accord, START II?, etc.), and then cautioning that many challenges lie ahead. When you 
do the latter, get scary, not sentimental. That is: stress hard security challenges, which 
speak to the political center, far more than humanitarian issues, which raise anxieties in 
the political center. Some examples: stress the fact that there are over a bundred tons of 
weapons grade nuclear materials that remain inadequately ~afeguarded around the world 
today, and that all it would take is one Coke can full of this stuff to produce a bomb 
hundreds oftimes more powerful than the one that devastated Oklahoma City (and so 
fund Nunn-Lugar and pass the anti-terrorism bill!); or talk about the fact that the Sarin 
attack in ·Tokyo is just a minor pre\jew of what may lie in store for our nation and others 
if we do not find better ways to keep chemicals and dangerous technologies out of the 
hands of fanatics and aggressors (and so ratify the CWC!); or stress the enormous 
difficulties of the states that are trying to repair the devastation of decades of communist 
rule, and how Europe could be plunged back into turmoil unless \ve do our part to support 

· reformers and help stabilize the continent (and so expand NATO!). These are core issues 
, that internationalists on both left and right can embrace. 

• l\1ake a blunt appeal for public attention and support for foreign policy. 
After the review section, the President should say something along the lines of: .. The 

. security America enjoys today is a great gift. It did not come free. It was purchased with . 
the blood and sweat and sacrifice of generations of Americans. History will judge us by 
how we put this precious gift to use. When danger is not at the door, it is tempting to put 
it out of mind. There is a tendency to spend less attention and less money on the patient 
and unglamorous things we need to do to protect our country and maintain its leadership 
in the world. Tonight, I want to make a special appeal to each of you personally -- all of 
you who serve America in Congress, and all of you who serve America as citizens: let us 
err on the side of caution. Let us not take this pause of peace for granted. We need to 
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ensure the strength and readiness of our fighting forces, but there is even more. We must 
be willing to invest in the steady work of long-term diplomacy, in nuclear arms control, 
and, yes, in foreign aid, in order to leave a safer, sounder world for our children. These 
efforts are not cheap. Heaven knows they are not popular. But better to· have our 
children chide us one day for having worried too much, than to have them curse us for 

·having worried too little. So tonight and in the days ahead I will ask that even during this 
peaceful time, we rise above both apathy .and partisanship to ensure that we never, never 
shortchange America's security." 

• Do bipartisanship. You will undoubtedly want to do a longer section on Bosnia 
than the paragraph sketched above. That would be a good place to give a nod to 
bipartisanship. I would say: ''I respect the differences of opinion we heard in Congress 
and across America about this complex conflict. But I also respect those who, at the end 
of the day, urged that we pull together as a nation behind our mission and our troops. And 
I would personally like to thank the distinguished and war-decorated congressional leaders 
in both parties who led that effort, especially Majority Leader Dole and Senator John 
McCain, and I would ask them to stand." It will be seen as magnanimous. It also reminds 
everyone of their support. Ifyou don't do a dramatic nod to Republican internationalists 
here, then do it somewhere else. 

• Pre"·iew the Clinton foreign policy for his second term. This is the perfect 
opportunity a) to lay out a compelling vision of what can be accomplished around the 
world in a second Clinton term and b)to quiet some concerns about his foreign policy, 
espec.ially by implying that the future will revolve less around humanitarian interventions 
and more around hard-security priorities. Obviously, he can't say: ''in my second term, I 
plan to .... " But he can say: 

\\-1len I took office three years ago, our nation basked in end of the Cold 
War, but we also faced the challenge of continuing crises in Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, 
and elsewhere. We encountered many obstacles and suffered many setbacks in 
trying to address those challenges .. But we can proudly say that America did its 
best to help the afflicted and to protect the peace. And tonight we can note with 
satisfaction that we saved hundreds of thousands from starvation in Somalia; that 
democracy has returned to Haiti; and the fighting has stopped in Bosnia. 

Now, as \Ve look ahead to the turn of this century, we should not assume . 
that our future will be filled with such missions. But we must recognize that 
challenges to our security do remain. And ifwe continue our energetic leadership 
abroad, together we can imagine how much more we can accomplish together by 
the turn of this century .. 

V..7 e could enter the next century with the nuClear stockpiles on this planet 
cut by another x percent. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



DEC-22-1995 14:55 CEIP 202 862 2610 P.05 

4 
Jeremy Rosner page 4 of 4 

We could enter the next century with tough new international agreements 
to control chemical and biological weapons. 

\Ve could enter the next century v.i.th stronger laws and international 
agreements to combat the scourge of organized .crime and terrorism. 

We could enter the next century with an even stronger and larger NATO so 
that it can anchor the stability and security of a democratic Europe. 

We could enter the next century with a military w~ose fighting edge of· 
training, equipment, flexibility, and technology is even sharper than it is today. 

We could enter the next century ready to lower even more barriers against 
U.S. exports in Asia and elsewhere so that our products can compete and win. 

Etc. [you'll want to work in Russia and China, too.] 

• Use foreign policy as an illustration of the speech's larger political argument. 
If we try to justify an activist foreign policy simply on the merits, we will lose -- not 
because people don't agree, but because they don't care enough about it how, and 
because there's inore political passion behind opposing arguments based on deficit cutting, 
government reduction, nationalism, nativism, etc. There is a way to create a mandate for 
active internationalism, however, which is to use foreign policy as an illustration of the 
President's broader political argument. 

For example, if the speech,s implicit strategy is triangulation and common ground (which 
it should be!), then by all means use some foreign policy examples: "today we hear 
extreme voices of fear and indifference in both parties, voices that urge our nation to 
retreat from its responsibilities around the world and to hide behind protectionist trade 
barriers. Instead we must draw together on the common ground which tells us that 
America rriust remain strong and engaged, that we must tackle the world,s dangers rather 

- than trying to hide from them" Etc. 

If: a) the President runs on a strategy of triangulation; and b) he uses foreign policy as an 
example of how we must beware of extreme voices at both ends of the spectrum; and 
c) he wins, ,then he can legitimately claim he has a mandate for an activist foreign policy. 
Structurally, this is how the GOP created a mandate against internationalism -- not by 
arguing it on the merits, but by making it an illustration of deficit cutting, anti-Beltwayism, 
etc. This same structural approach can create a mandate in our direction. 

Good luck. Obviously, I'm glad to go over ideas and drafts as your writing progresses. 
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Memo for President Clinton 
from Ronald Steel 

RONALD STEEL PAGE 02 

:~ i! · r 1 , .• ~~ , 

Nearly eVery president since Truman has had his Doctrine.· 

Most have been forgotten~ That. is bec~use either t~ey were 
trivial, like Carter's, or never followed through, like Nixon's. 
Truman Is is remembered because it came after a great' war when 
Americans were trying to figure out their place· in the world •. 

That was 50 years ago. Today we are now living in one of 
those times. A great war, the Cold War, has ended. The nation 
is victorious, but cqnfused. Its leaders seem no less confused 
than the people. 

Amidst such confusion foreign policy is little more than a 
set of hasty improvisations. Policymakers rush to respond to 
''crises," and are themselves tossed aimlessly about by events. 
They mutter about "interests'' and _''security'' and "responsi

bility'' without being able to describe what these terms mean, 
let alone what the response to them should be. . ; 

I 

' 
As in 1947 the US has emerged victorious from a war. But 

unlike in 1947, it has no threatening adversary and does not 
enjoy overwhelming economic preponderance. Instead of being 
an adolescent giant among pygmy schoolmates, it is an over
weight gladiator stumbling through a mid-life crisis. lt 

boasts of being the only remaining superpower, but fears that 
l . 

the years of its Century may be running out. 

Yes. the coun~ry could use a vision. Mosi countries can. 
And some find them in hallucinations. But even more it needs 
a plan -- a plan for making its way among naLions that, for 
the most parL, mean no serious harm but nonetheless could, by 

the inexorable logic of the global trading system, do what 
Khrushchev once threatened. They could bury it. 

.. I :. ·~ 
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A foreign policy of improvisation is not good enough. 
Neither is one that relies on a ritualistic incantat·ion:~of
hoary "lessons" from an earlier era. Such "lessons" are 
usually little more than buzz words designed to promote 
particular policies. It is as dangerous to draw rigid 
''lessons" from history as to 

This is particularly true 

US relations with the world. 

ignore it. 

at such a turning point in 

A presidential initiative .is 
necessary to create a new consensus bn ·~he nation's in· 
terests and how they can be furthered. Such an initiative 
must be more than mere bumper changes on the basic old 

. I : 

model. This was the problem with the Bosriia speech, a 
collection of cliches that left the public indifferent at 
best, and for the most part incredulous. 

There are essentially two ways of approaching US for

eign policy today. One is to operate from the premise that 
the Cold .War is not over. To be sure, the adversary has 
disappeared, b~t that is of relatively little consequence. 
The reason for this is that the Cold War was only partially 
about the US-Soviet competition .. Beyond that was the deeper 

' 
belief, earnestly promoted by those in command of foreign 

policy~ t~at the US must assume the economic and pol~tical 
. ' 

leadership of the world. 

This belief has not be~n affected by the end of the Cold 
War -- nor even by the releti ve economic decline of the :US 

vis a vis its competitors. This approach is evident in var
ious documents emerging from within the government, and 

especially from the Pentagon (see, e.g. • PPD 1992. anc} later . ·. 1 ··· 
. ' 

variations). 

The argument of these advocates is that the US must assume. 
Britain's role in the 19th centur~: that of global balancer 
and stabilizer. The problems with this appro~ch are self
evident and need not be spelled out here. They involve 
immense economic and military costs that the nation .is ill 
able to assume. 
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Beyond that, it will also create conflict with rising 

nations that see fewer benefits from a global American hege· 

many than do. planners in Washington. Further, from· a poli-
. . 

tical perspective, such a grandiose role,is almost':certain 

to be repudiated by the American public and will likely 

stimulate, as an· understandable reaction, the very "iso~ 
lationism" that it is ostensibly designed to circumvent. 

The alternative approach is to take a much narrower d~fi
nition of interests. This would involve viewing regional 

conflicts as regional problems. Yes, the Europeans have not 
been effective in settling their regional problem in the 

Balkans. But this is in part because the US has, through 

NATO, insisted on being the dominant power within Europe. 
This has reinforced a European habit of passivity and de
pendency, which in turn is used to justify a co~tinued Cold 
War role for the US·w'ithin Europe. 

Ultimately economic and political constraints will force 
the US t~ retreat from grandiose. and inflated concepts of 
"interest" that have little popular support. We are re

turning to a more traditional world marked by interaction 
among several important states. This has already happened 
in the economic realm, and will soon be evidenced in military 
and political realms as well. 

This administration has the opportunity to lay out a 
doctrine for a post-Cold War era that does not rest on'Cold 
War nostalgia or on neo·Wilsonian fantasies. If it does 
not, ic~x·•~ the nation, will be buffeted by events, fur
ther weakened economically, and q~ite likely,suffer the very 
serious consequences of a social reaction that could imperil 
the stability of the society. 

If foreign policy is seen as the enemy, rather than the 
servant, of ~erican interests it will be repudiated, along 
with those responsible for it. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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We owe our children something else. We owe them full lives, not lives that are 

hollowed out and hardened because of the violence and degradation that assault· them. 

·So I challenge Congress to send me the telecommunications bill, which would 

authorize industry to equ TVs with\a V-chip so parents can block out vio 

·Ihll th : \.d c · programs. c a enge e ent ammen~ m ustry: reate mov 

if they were for your own children. Tonight, I issu invitation to the leaders bf major 
\ 

media corporations and the entertairi!nent · ustry to come to the White House ·for a 
I . 

meeting· next month and work w· us on con ete ways to improve what our children 

watch on television. [ challenge the television · dustry to find a way to rate 

programming for ult content. The motion picture indust 

cable indust is doing it; video game companies are doing it; r ord companies are doing 

s to the work of Tipper Gore. It's time for broadcasters to gi the same 

p tections to our children.] 

[We must challenge our schools to teach ethics and values. And if it will stop 

teenagers from shooting each other over gang jackets, then public schools should be able to 

·require student uniforms.] 

Teen pregnancy is down,but too m y children are still having children. We must 

challenge our young people not to pregnant or father a child until they are married. 

This is not a problem the gov ent carr solve. It can only be solved in. our hearts and 

8 
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oill homes. oaiwn, I issued a call for a new· national effort to come 

Higher standards. Technology in the classroom. An aggressive strategy to open 

wider the doors of college. Teaching our childfen right from wrong. That is thee duty we 

owe our children. 

Second, I challenge government and .businesses to join to give our people the 

tools they need to become winners of economic change. 

America's economy is growing, steady and strong. Over the last three years, we 

have had the strongest growth of any major economy. The combined rate of inflation and 

unemployment is the lowest in 27 years. Home ownership is at its highest rate in 15 years. 

Businesses have created over· 7 million American jobs. Businesses owned by women . 

. . . 

employ more people than the Fortune 500 combined. Three· years ago, we were losing jobs 

in construction; today, we have gained nearly 800,000. A decade ago, the auto industry 

was on its back. Today, Detroit is beating Japan for the first time since the 1970s. Our 

economy is producing more new self- made millionaires every year than ever before. 

But this is also· a time of severe downsizing, competition· and new technologies that 

9 
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President of.the United States' 
Remarks for Gridiron Dinner 

March 27, 1993 

/es~ 
What a thrill it is to be here at my- first·"{ cr Grid~. 

Club Dinner ... especially to be a guest of the club's first woman 
president. · 

I've been an admirer of· Helen Thomas for years. She's a 
great reporter. . . the dean of the White House press corps. . . a •. 

1 
{ 1 · 

pro for every minute of the 30 years she's been on the beat ... ~ ~ 
keeping Presidents honest •.. and all the while breaking down Mt~ ~~. 
barriers for women all over this town. ~-

But, Helen, what's this I hear about a_nanny problem? 

I love this ... getting all dressed up in white tie and 
tails. Kind of feel like Fred Astaire. Or like the emcee for the 
Oscars. 

Come to think of it ... it's been like a movie since we've 
gotten to Washington. Let's see. If we .gave out awards for best 
actor, the nominees woUld be: the Republicans, for ''The Crying 
Game". . . Joe Biden and Sam Nunn, for "Damage". . • '8lzs peep 11 h &t 
p I , a IICJ~l 11 • • • and I .·Members of 
Congress who don't support my economic plan, for "The 
Unforgiven." 

' But my personal {)ick would be Al Gore, for "Alive." 

It's impressive all the faces I see in the crowd tonight. 
Imagine ... a roomful of powerful people ... the kind who.might. 
maneuver for posit:j.o.n ~nd ·wo-rry endlessly about who's in and 
who's out .... whq_' s J.q). and. who's. down ... and that was just coming 
i~ from the lobby~ · 

And I see some of my staff, too. 

f)- I won't say the staff is· young .... but ·r'm a little nervous 
tonight. we·left some of them home.alone< .Last· time we did this, 
we got back and ... wouldn't you kriow it? Pizza boxes all over the 
We~t Wing -- no, no, it wasn't Domino's -- and somebody had haken 
Air Force One out of the hangar ... and left the tank empty. so, 
they're ~oU.nded, all of them. 

:jf'f 'he A 

day? ... You're in a 
crowd. But 
either. I was 
I've alread 

on 
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sa 
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Oh. Is this.mike live? 

I guess you heard I got-caught 

• ···, 'a " .. • 

call 

too 

rock 
and 

to. 

shorts, 

I know that sitting through bad comedy has been difficult, 
maybe even "taxing" for you. But I just want you to know ... you 
have not !!!Y~fered alone ... your burden has been shared. I feel 
your pain~~~' · 

And .ij~~warit to hug each and every one of you . .. ~~;r~·-· 

So C.fL-I~ 

/ .. 
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I' 
To IJDtJ;t) . 

JOKES FOR THE GRIDLOCK DINNER 
MARCH 27, 1993 

first Gri K -- I 
mean, Gridiron -- at being from 
Arkansas I don't know what the Gridiron is all about. We have a 
Gridiron in Little Rock ... course, we hold it at Denny's. 

And we don't wear white tie. It's too hard to get the chili 
dog stains out. 

\ I understand your slogan here at the Gridiron is "singe, 
n~ver burn." That's like my slogan at McDonalds -- always binge .. () 
never purge. ~· 

\ But in Little Rock, we don't get to dine with the first l~ad 
of\ Whi te_J!Ql.l.se--3.G~ · I am reall leased to be here as a 
gu.estc5T the club' , oen Thomas. 

I've adm' ed Helen for ye s. a grea)/~rter ... the 
dean of the ite House press corps ... pro forfiver minute of 
the 30 yeas she's be~n on e beat ... nd I d~mean 
beat ... k~ping Pres·:. ent' honest ... a d all he wh'le break· g 
down ba~iers for w men 11 over this tow . 

jut, Helen. 

Helen's has spent more time in the White House th~m anybody 
here tonight. But I still think it's odd that she demanded a 
security deposit when we moved in. 

Helen's been in Washington so long, she remembers when the 
Electoral College was a high school. 

seven 

Eight months ago, as you know, I accepted my party's 
presidential nomi~ation "o~ behalf of :t-he peoplErwho de;> the \'>'Or~ 
pay the taxes, ~-a-J:.Se-ehe-k-rds-,--aR~Y the I 1Tles, -m=::t:l're---name 

~he hardworking Americans who make up our forgotten middle 
class." 

· .~-~~ht, I'm proud to be here with a..-Qlfferellt::::§i.o:oup:'=t>f 
~eop-ie ~ha pJ ay ..h_~ancL.bel:lG-.the:JJ,.lJ.e~ the 
members of the forgotten media class. 

Oh, look, Phil Donahue. Sorry. That's Al Hunt, a real 
journalist. 

1 
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Johnny Apple must be here ... bureau chief for The New York 
Times. Johnny's been all over the world for The Times ... and he 
always carries a bag packed with the essentials for any last
minute, tar-flung assignment. It's got his passport, razor, 
toothbrush, a case of Chatea~ Lafite. 

I also want to acknowledge Howell Raines here tonight, since 
no one else in the Administration·does. 

John McLaughlin's here. He's in a happy mood. This is the 
only guy in America who gets frequent flier coupons for his ego 
trips. 

Is there anyone present from N-B-C? The Nitroglycerine 
Broadcasting Company? You know, I've never seen Dateline, but I 
hear it's dynamite . 

. You may have hea~d we we~e considering Tom Brokaw to run the 
National Park Service. But Mack McLarty was afraid we'd catch 
him strapping model·rocket engines to the sides of Old Faithful. 

And Colin Powell was scheduled to be here tonight. But 
about an hour before the dinner began, Les Aspin closed his 
table. -

\Of course, what bring all of us together this evening 
public officials and public nuisances, servants and scribes -- is 
our love of politics. That's politics -- from "poli," the Greek 
word for 1pany and "tics," which means bloodsucking leaches. 

·~~~y of yen coveped- my nominating speech at the 
-cd~te~~9sscrand my acceptance speech at the convention in 

1992. \1,&6--~ ~:+-~ ~ ~ !~ 
¥t-alx:eL~ometlrlng you may not know. After hear J.ng o-oth

of these-ad4resses, Fleetwood Mac has recorded a new song in my 
honor. It's called "Don't stop speaking until tomorrow." 

I called Al Gore to help me with my remarks this evening, 
but he'd already used his best line. Have you ever heard his 
story about the "statistical analysis of the fluorocarbon 
exchange rate in the sub-Saharan micro-climate?" He told it at 
E-P~A, and the biologists laughed so hard, their plastic pocket 
protectors fell off. 

2 
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Choosing Al Gore to be my Vice-President is probably the 
best decision I made in the course of running for the Presidency. 
During the day, when I need a hug, Al is always there. 

He's been working very, very hard as Chairman of my 
Commission on government waste. ·Three times a day, he's there -
cleaning out Sock's litter box. 

This year, we're instituting a program that will allow some 
of our youngest Americans to serve their country the minute they 
get out of college .... Ana-tnat's()~st~Administration. 

<T'ye~ Cabinet '8hast looks like America, and 7white 
House stM;f bhat.-looks .like a head start program. . 

~. v.rtr-c--~ 
W~ ~-t-the-W~-Hous~Rea-1-.yeung-.- For 

many of ~heir security photo as the first picture aken of 
them since ~~i~l}ogral'lVJfiJm e ~ir~ si t h h . o 
.sch'e'du~h-:i~~ouse'-S.t:aif Ym~ ings ~und s · ng br k. 

e th 
th Ch'ef 

e 1 ba 
ro augh 

I won't say the entire staff is young ... but I am a little 
nervous tonight. We left some of them home alone. Last time, we 
did this, we got back and ... wouldn't you know it? Pizza boxes 
all· over the West Wing. Boom boxes in the Cabinet Room. And 
somebody had taken Air Force One out of the hangar for a 
joyride ... and left the tank empty. So, they're grounded ... all of 
them. · 

Dee Dee Myers came to me before the dinne and said, "Boss, 
do you think I should wear?" t thought about it for a 

her, "Dee Dee, make it something simple. 
You know, something J. dgar Hoover ·-ght 

I love this ... getting all dressed up irt white tie and 
tails. I kind of feel like Fred Astaire. Or like the emcee for 
the oscars. 

3 
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Come to think of it ... it's been like a movie since we've 
gotten to Washington. Let's see. If we gave out awards for best 
actors, the nominees would be the Republicans -- for the "Crying 
Game." Joe Biden and Sam Nunn -- for "Damage." And Members of ~--. • 
Congress who don't support my economy plan -- for "The 
Unforgiven." ·aut my personal pick would be Al Gore -- for 
"Alive." 

It's im 
Imagine ... 
maneuver 

I am looking at nominees to fill the robes of Associate 
Justice White: they must be lawyers and they must have a big 
heart. And, if after four years, we haven't found one, we'll 
accept. any lawyer ~1~ a heart. 

·Many of you were wondering if Hillary, when she came to 
Washington, would take a private sector job, as she did in Little 
Rock, working at a law firm and·serving on corporate boards like 
Wal-Mart. Well, she didn't. And I respect her decision to stay 
at home at the White House and raise the staff. 

I think putting Hillary's office in the West Wing was a good 
idea. It's a shorter walk for me. 

Hillary ,is doing a great job with the health care task 
force, but the Republicans say she's not up to the job. I guess 
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they wonder how she can improve the health of 250 million 
Americans when she can't get me to give up Egg McMuffins. 

The latest magazine-profile on me said my style was slow, 
· plodding, deliberate. Generally, that kind of criticism doesn't 
bother me -- except this piece ran in Runner's World. 

Madeleine Albright recommended one of my best diplomatic 
appointments. She suggested that we send Pamela Harriman to 
Paris. I had no idea we had an embassy in East Texas. 

When I met with John Major at the White House, it was 
uncanny. It was as if he had known me for years ... knew 
everything about me. We developed a tremendous rapport. He 
calls me "President Passport." And I call him "Major Blunder." 

egram for you from the rap 
-etrt:It\Yre-cord~ · 

Here's a. guy whose campaign was derailed in New Hampshire, 
who emerged to be the leader of his party today, a man who is 
respected on b9th sides of the aisle although his accomplishments 
continue.to be outshone by those of his wife. But, enough about 
me, let's get back to Bob. 

They say Bob Dole is the pitbull of the Republican Party. 
That's unfair .... to pitbulls. 

Although we're homesick for Arkansas, the Clinton family is 
now fully moved in to the White House and we're·really enjoying 
it. The staff thinks of everything. Our eat's sand box has a. 
special place in the residence. Little towel racks hang over it. 
The towels say: s~~es ReeA:am Cl::Eiib:OH. It's a nice~touch. ,./'. ,/ 

. . 7~~,~.·· 
Sena~or Dole tells me there's a difference bet en house ~· 

cats and r:~eporters. Socks has been declawed. And .:.~;,e~ 
d2D't believe .eats should be neutered.-q; Cc;r(~--d( #~ r- v ~ /~ 

As you know, I held my first press conference this week. 
And 
you 
and 

the delay was not my fault; it's the staff's schedule. Do 
know hard it is to fit around their orthodonture appointments 
t-ball games. 

Sometimes I walk through the White House in the middle f 
the night. And in the stilln·ess I can feel the presence 
Jefferson writing ... Lincoln ~~eaking ... Ronald Reagan sn ing. 
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President of the United states 
Remarks for KABC-TV Los Angeles Town Meeting 

April 4, 1993 

Good Afternoon. As this message is delivered to you tod~y, 
I'm in Canada for a summit meeting with Boris Yeltsin_~ 1 r'ln h.a_ .J""" 
President of Rtlssi-a. In our talks, we .. re effering whatever ~ ~'~--r' 1 "TV 
EY~port we ean to secure~ path to democracy for the Russian 
people. · · 

This dialogue with Moscow is important, because it is 
·through such communi?atio~ that~relatiol=ls are lduilt and ldott:~ 
aHa cemented. Ce:>~pv~ ~~ Q::6je,/Ud ~ k-vt.£'1M.S ~ tesse . 

Jus+ o ~ ~Q \o~ul' ~ &8fd.l}.'. Ft%·$~~ ; oUat..Ji."'i!:!&+ Ucwt.R ~ Wvtiv ~l) ~ 
~hat's true not just with international affairs; it's true )v ~~~~ 

where yoJcl 're sittin~, t:os=:- And it's good to Jr..++ow that a forum hCGM v-1.)., 
like this is allowing an airing of the views and c9ncerns ;t::1~,~ ~ &:~5' ~ 1 

_tbe pee>ple of Los Ange±es have. ~fUljJIR ~WM fus~..;~.~ftrV!. /hJ>/J. 

Nearly one year ago, we saw a tense situation spiral ihto 
death, destruction and damaged lives. . .n. r .JI r .5~ 'i()l.)( hq~ }"'"'' -evvr'\ 

Since then, the Los An-~s area has made '"t:"Q:u rltB:elc .Sa/'YU?
~ogress in rebounding and~~~ positive change is under way 0 · 

~hanks in la e measure to a stron~ense of@rass root§J~ 
community., have invested g.f then !!I z:h g:s... to clean up and 
to rebuild. In the City of Angels, many of you have been earning 
your wings on Earth,. ('~·· I' ;n.,fi"MAAai . 

~~~ 

. Atv:; ~,;.>$ frQf'\4' /11.-{b "V; or • ~ lJ ~J-e;.p 
But there is still much work to do' and we must all ~·er 1t rJ) I 

together to get it done. · 
I Lt}~tt Ubrk. w~+t-.. ~04~ 

And as you rebuild, ~horo &re ~ long@r term prohl@ms that 
~ addressiw~ =fio-vr. California has been suffering through a 
long, hard recession. With your needs in mind, I've asked 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown to lead a Cabinet...:wide effort se 'iiJC -J...c 
~ apply the benefits of our economic program where California 

needs· it most . 
. M.R~~~~m~ 
~Ou~pl~s fo~ense conversion, technology research, · , _ 
worker retraining, small business support and urban renewal~ &U/11 
B:iltled at mak~ a differencef ou._. r investmeflts uill prouide ;~ 'f()) 
.Cb:liforl=lians wieh good jabs t good ~vages .:Y~ , 1 _. L-~ _ ~:;xJf tPf' ttAP vV1 -f14 

vt'J:J. {y . 1\ LJ:6 ~ei.P5, ~p:;L();// fzrhl) fii'TUI/ ~ ~ 
I think (t)ack almost a. year ago and remember the devastation /tJifq .· . 
in the neighborhoods of Los Angeles after the unrest. Tho8e a~~~+ 

' 1:.-t- Wtl'S CL ;'r-\.. .fv \ o-..d . 
· t~rJf 

We must keep in mind that the trials ahead will be not only v~fi/ 
in the courtrooms. The challenge will be to draw strength fromDvr ~ ~~~ 
diversity ... to draw together ... and to keep up. the dialogue with 
each other. lAM ~~fl 

UJYI~~kd 



Df\AFI 
March 17, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS 

FROM: URBAN TASK FORCE 

SUBJECT: Los Angeles 

This -memorandum summarizes the recommendations of staff 
people who have met for over _two weeks on the urban issues raised 
by the situation in Los Angeles. The recommendations are 
predicated on the following observations: 

The Admini.stration cannot neglect these issues until we have 
verdicts in pending court trials, or until the onset of the April 
29 anniversary.· 

While no one can predict the outcomes of the trials, or the 
reaction by the community to them, we need to be prepared and 
active beforehand - the core element of that preparation is the 
immediate establishment of direct lines of communication to the 
community. The single greatest lesson we can draw from Bush's 
failure in LA is simple: we must have a relationship, a dialogue, 
a presence - some basic foundation on which to build even 
grudging trust - before we need to use it. And that means we can 
lose no time "pumping up the volume" on our·concern, empathy, 
commitment, and determination. 

There are reasons to believe the situation has deteriorated. 
The community is disappointed at the lack of results corning 

from the rebui~ding efforts. Guns are even more plentiful than 
they were a year before. Few businesses affected by the riots 
have been able to~,ebuild. Promised community development 
projects have been s-low to materialize. The waters are roiled by 
"the municipal elections underway. The effects of the California 
recession are deeply felt in the inner city. Our economic 
program has policies that deal with ~orne of these problems; we 
need to get out the word about th~rn. 

The President's schedule is likely to be overcome by 100 day 
stories, the civil Rights Parade on April 25, the roll-up to 
health care, etc. 

Blo6ks of time for meetings and events need to be set aside 
now. 

Many of these recommendations are symbolic because they should 
be. 

The substance of our policy proposals has virtually no 
resonance with a great many of the people we most need to· connect 
with. They are not impressed by five point proposals; they do 
not believe in the ability - or concern - of government to 
address their problems. We must establish emotional contact with 
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these people through which we demonstrate the authenticity and 
durability of our commitment. Georgia Avenue comes to mind~ 

These are issues and themes we must return to after April has 
come and qone. 

Please review the recommendations and advise US. on how to 
proceed. 

Recommendations 

* Appointment of Cabinet Member to qather facts and show the 
flaq. As the appointment of Secretary Cisneros to be the 
Administration's lead spokesperson/symbol on South Florida
Hurricane Andrew, we recommend the appointment of a Cabinet 
Member to coordinate what should be the Administration's three
part policy: namely, prevention, communication, and response. 
The point person in Washington should keep track of the efforts 
of Departments and agencies, consult with the California 
delegation, provide the President with periodic reports on the 
overall situation, and visit LA. 

The appointee need not head :a Department directly related to 
LA in terms of policy or funding; it is critical, however, that 
the appointee is recognized by the community as having the 

.President's ear. At the beginning, we recommend against a public 
anointment, because this will boost expectations and improperly 
establish this individual as the focal point of public attention. 

·This individual should plan to visit LA within the next week to. 
ten days -- to gather facts on the current social and economic 
climate, and- to show the Administration's concern over the 
situation. The appointment decision must occur quickly so that 
a thoughtful trip can be planned at once. 

c This trip, and the information gathering that flows 
from it, must reach the right audiences: community 
leaders, local elected officials, youth, business 
community, and local representatives of appropriate 
federal agencies -- FEMA, SBA, DOJ, etc. 

C Pre-trip consultations should include: Mayor Bradley, 
Peter Ueberroth, Councilman Mark Ridley-Thomas, 
Councilman Alatorre,· CARECON (immigration issues), 
Representatives Waters, Tucker, Becerra, Roybal-Allard, 
Supervisors Molina arid Burke, Angela .Oh (Korean 
community leader), Police Chief Willie Williams, and 
the acting US Attorney Terry Bowers. This is by no 
means an ex~austive ~ist. 

C People who should be visited include the above, plus 
Church leaders, minority businesses, community 
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_organizations, celebrities, Kathleen Brown, John 
Garamendi, Gove~nor Wilson, minority media, labor 
leaders, Sheriff Block. 

This person must also explore the relevant federal activity 
in the affected areas -- What funds were delivered? . Were they 
effective? What reforms need to be undertaken? Is paperwork 
strangling the relief effort? Is prejudice? · 

* - Brief the President. Once the emissary is ready to report, 
briefings should be held for the President and for California 
legislators in Washington. The President should be apprised by 
the Department of Justice on the status of the trials, and on the 
contingency planning underway in the event of an adverse outcome. 

* Appointment of_a Clinton repr~sentative in Los Angeles. 
This person should be on the ground, meeting with community and 
business leaders, elecited officials,_ 'and key figures in state and 
city government, and provide Washington with daily intelligence 
and early warnings. HUD's experience with Otis Pitts indicates 
it _should be a loc~lly-respected leader. 

* Review of contingericy plans for crisis management. We need 
a clear plan for dealing with an emergency in LA that deals with 
federal resources, law enforcement, arid communications. We need 
a communications strategy for dealing with California elected 
officials to minimize the nu~ber of dissonant voices. 

* Schedule a Presidential visit. Once the emissary returns 
and reports; once the Yeltsin summit is concluded; and once the 
relevant policies are completed by DPC/NEC, the President should. 
go to LA. The Task Force believes that this is absolutely 
essent'ial if we are going to be successful in establishing a 
relationship with the community. The visit should occur as early 
in April as possible for two reasons: one, it should not be 
viewed as a "commemoration" of a riot; but, perhaps most 
importantly, Bush was too little, too late - we cannot afford to 
be either. Obviously, this visit must be thoughtfull"y planned 
and nuanced in its' execution. He shouldn't go there to dole out 
largesse; there isn't any. The message should emphasize 
community and responsibility and the enduring image should play 
to the President's greatest strengths: when he leaves, LA should 
remember a President who listened, who cared, who would try. 
And, as an obviously very important second track, we need to push 
the expectation envelope as best we can; we have to emphasize 
that, while our plan represents a real departure from pa~t 
policy, it will take a long time to turn LA (and other urban 
areas) around. 

Site visits could include: Maxine Waters Employment 
Preparation Center, Local Initiatives Support Corporation, 
Community Build, SBA Business Incubators, Roberta Stephens 
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Villas, AME Church in south Central, LA Conservation Corps, . 
. . \ 

Korean Chamber of Commerce, perhaps simply a street-walk. 

* Determine status of Clinton appointments for regional 
offices. It should ·be a priority that regional offices of 
federal agencies (HUD, DOJ, FEMA, SBA, etc.) are filled with 
Clinton appointees, not holdovers or career people in acting 
positions. 

* Anniversary of Dr. Ring's death. Although the President 
will be in Vancouver wrapping up the Yeltsin summit, we recommend 
some public acknowledgement by the President of this anniversary. 
On that date, Mayor Bradley and the local ABC affiliate are 
organizing a live televised community forum focusing on the 
city's social climate. They might ·accept a taped message from 
the President opening the forum -- and, importantly -- hohoring 
Dr. King's legacy. 

* Policy initiatives. Although our working group is strongly 
committed to effective communications of our essential commitment 
as a first priority - and we understand that program specifics 
don't have much community resonance - there is wide recognition 
that two very important audiences are more than interested in 
policy details. Public officials and community leaders must see 
credible policies from us if we expect their support. Second~y, 
the press will pay attention to policy details and we must be 
careful to avoid "all talk, no action" stories that will 
eventually percolate into the community. 

Apart from the summer program, our urban policy is long
term, and not expected to payoff with short-term results. 
Nonetheless, we need to lay down some markers between now and 
April; the President should not be accused of doing nothing, when 
he has a lot of initiatives. We have two major hits: the 
enterprise zonejcommunity development bank proposal (which may be 
finished as early as April 8), and crime/community policing plans 
which could be unveiled in April as well. A crime event might 
include support for the crime bill; HUD's plan for public safety 
in public housing, which they call Community Partnership Against 
Crime (COMPAC); and the 100,000 cops on the beat plan. 

* Publicizing what we already propose doing. Through radio 
feeds, Cabinet department visits, etc., we can publicize efforts 
such as the stimulus package that are in the President's program 
to aid LA. 

* Separate non-profit initiative. HUD report~ that the Ford 
Foundation is interested in leading an effort to increase 
involvement by the foundation community in Los Angeles. The 
f.oundations can focus on serving the new populations in the LA. 
community, in fostering conflict resolution techniques, etc. 
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Apparently consultation on this idea occurred during the 
transition; Vernon Jordan received a briefing. 

* Arsenio. The Arsenio Hall Show is recommending a town 
meeting with the President, and the date they are suggesting is 
April 30. This date coincides with the first hundred days of the 
Clinton Administration. If we can move Arsenio earlier in the 
month of April, this can be ~one. If they are.fixed on April 30, 
then we should not do this with the President. Remember that 
Arsenio was widely praised for his work on this subject last 
year; we should push for an acceptable date. 

* Preventive media. We should investigate whether broadcast 
stations on their own, or with prompting from a non-profit, will 
run radio and television spots making a rational appeal for calm. 
The spot should use as talent ethnic activists, and artists 
(films, music and television) whose work is viewed as credible to 
make the appeal. 

These prop6sais wer~ compiled with the help of Surell Brady, Paul 
Carey, Paul Dimond, David Dreyer, DOJ, John Emerson, Tom 
Epstein, Kim Hopper, Arthur Jones, George Latimer, Julia Moffett, 
Andre Oliver, OMB, Jonathan Prince, Bruce Reed, Kim Tilley, Maria 
Tio, Alice Travis, Ann Walker, Maureen Warren, and Jeff Watson. 
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E X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C E 0 F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

TO: 
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

16-Mar-1993 !2:05pm 

David Dreyer 
Jonathan M. Prince 

Paul R. Carey 
Office of Legislative Affairs 

Legislative Affairs-Urban Task Force 

There are certain members we need to keep in mind if we are 
planning to do a trip to South Central by a Cabinet Secretary or 
the POTUS. As you are aware, Senator Boxer had requested a visit 
from Secretary Cisneros, but we would like to have a level playing 
field for any event we do out there. It is very important to be as 
inclusive as possible with the California delegation, so we would 
like to.invite Congressman Waters and both Senators. There may be 
some other House members who would ask to be included, but the 
participation of these three on an equal footing is necessary. 

On the broader subject of urban policy deyelopment, I have 
called Congressman Rangel's office and will be taking Bruce Reed, 
Paul Diamond and Jose Cerda to meet with him to discuss urban 
policy. We should also be thinking about members who are relevant 
based upon their geographic region or committee assignments. eg; 
Moynihan, Moseley-Braun, Simon, Boxer, Feinstein, Riegle, Kennedy, 
Rangel,· Waters, Holmes-Norton, Schumer, Maloney. (I need to go 
over the House names with Lorraine Miller) 
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- March 17, 1993 

.To: David Dreyer 

From: Maria Tio 

Re: SECOND DRAFT/Urban taskforce communications strategy 

Elected· officials from L.A. told us: 

--- We may not have time to define specific solutions to ease a 
myriad of hellacious problems in Los Angeles before an every day 
pushing-and-shoving incident becomes the match that sets flame to 
south central. 

--- Racial tensions present in the community are mirrored in the 
political community and provide a significant.stumbling block to 
a consensus solution of any kind. As an example of the morass, 
they pointed to several million.dollars targeted for L.A. that 
have not been spent because city officials can't agree on how to 
spend·the.money and who gets to. administer the funds. 

--- Every imaginable racial group and class feels deprived of 
either economic or social ,justice, or some combination of both. 
We'.re told that 
.Korean businessmen feel targeted and are arming themselves for a 
next go round. Given that 133 Korean businesses burned during the 
uprising were burned a second time by the SBA, I imagine some of 
these folks are on a very short fuse . 

• Young African-Americans and Hispanics believe economic justice 
exists only in the drug trade and are itching to even the score 
on the social justice side when "the brothers" are slammed in the 
King and Denny verdicts . 

. Whites, middle-class or otherwise, feel they're under sedge. 
Underlying the media-fueled hysteria over the violent crime du 
jour, car jacking, is great unease. 

--- No one believes in the local gov't, but everybody mistrusts 
the Feds. Everyone talked about being buried alive under FEMA 
paperwork or knowing someone who's business was bu~ied by SBA 
disinterest. The only confidence expressed in the Rebuild L.A. 
effort was the confidence that "Orange County" would benefit the 
most. 

So how do you design a media strategy to prevent 'Los Angeles from 
going up insmoke ~hen a definition of your urban initiative is 
pending, when the Los Angeles community is hopelessly splintered 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



along racial and class lines and when city residents--even city 
officials--don't believe the local or federal government is 
capable of providing solutions to these problems? 

Week of March 22 

1) Buy time now with the folks who are the "hair trigger" in this 
situation. 

A. Embark on a comprehensive media campaign. 
Use radio and television PSAs to make a rational appeal for calm. 
Use (as talent) ethnic activists who have community involvement 
and credibility, or ethnic art~sts whose art is viewed as 
politically correct by the folks to whom we're try~ng to appeal. 

As example, here are a few people we could recruit to help in 
African-American outreach: 
Former Cleveland Browns running back Jim Brown's self-help 
group, Amer-i-can, has turned around some of the hardest-core 
young gang members.. He's a no-candy-pants-guy who was 
instrumental in engineering last year's truce in the gang 
warfare. Arrested Development are the politically correct music 
group of the year combining cutting-edge art form.and social 
commitment. But for symbols, you can't top actor Denzel 
Washington and director Spike Lee for X. 
These are the easily acquired talents for some easily-produced 
no-nonsense PSAs. They could be shot in black-and-white with 
exagerated silent intros and tag out to command attention during 
air play. The actor or activist in extreme close-up, delivering a 
simple message: no one profits if there's nothing left. 
For subsequent weeks,- we could go after talent that would really 
make a difference. What I would give for a Betty Shabazz radio or 
tv psa that started with "If Malcolm had lived, he would not have 
condoned ... " 

Use the Thomasons to sign-on talent and produce the PSAs. 
Use the Presidential bully pulpit behind-the~scenes to influence 
radio and television stations to run the PSAs in prime time. 

B. Use the office of Specialty Press to disseminate information 
to specialty print, radio and tv on administration's economic 
plan that would help specific constituencies. 

C. Start talks with Networks and California television stations 
about using restraint in soverage. ' 

2) Show through a number of visits by administration officials 
to Los Angeles this president's empathetic concern about the 
"human condition" and resolve to solve existing problems. 
Announce visits. 
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Week of March 29 

Proposed visits 

A. Hillary Clinton (could do March 18 or 19 on proposed West 
Coast trip) 

1) A major speech at a Save-Our-Children event organized by 
churches and child-advocacy groups addressing quality-of-life 
issues impacting on the children of Los Angeles. 

Speakers before Mrs. Clinton would address the need for racial 
tolerance as a means of making a sane world for our kids. 

HRC's speech, using the jumping-off.point of how there are no 
preventive health-care clinics in all of south central (info came 
from briefing with L.A. officials), would outline how this 
administration will impact on the quality of children's lives-
Head Start, WIC, immunization. But to what avail if we're only 
destroying each other. Will be able to talk about .the concerns -of 
L.A. children on the subject of riots and racial tolerance. Next 
item deals with possible town hall meeting with L.A. grammar 
school kids in South Central. See next item. 

2) As part of the save-our-children day, a town hall meeting of 
sorts with grammar school children before the speech. I'm sure 
these kids can provide eye-witness accounts of the destruction 
and talk about lingering fears. 

*Next-group of celebrities, community spokespeople do PSAs. 
Encourage these folks to start talking to the local press, to 
make themselves available for the inevitable preview stories 
that should start cropping up around this time. We should supply 
talking points for them. 

B., Initial Fact-finding mission by Vice-President Gore, Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown. Subsequent mission by SBA administrator 
and Cabinet Secretaries who have a stake in the urban 
initiative. 

1) High profile visit by Vice President and Ron Brown. The VEEP, 
as part of his new mission to streamline and cut waste in govt 
agencies, should be the person to chair open or ciosed-door 
meetings to hear citizen testimony on what went wrong with FEMA 
and SBA response to this urban emergency. You hear from everyone
-community activists, Korean businessmen, etc. First day of 
hearings or meetings is public.and then the VEEP is out of.there. 
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2) Next day, the business of po'!itical consensus building carried 
on by Secretary Brown. Meetings with major players. Instead of 
announcement of the White House's liason to California as· 
suggested in earlier memo, a couple of possibles for the liason 
position should travel with the Secretary to meetings around 
town. Since everyone seems to mistrust everyone else, I think 
you have to appoint someone who knows the terrain but who 
currently is not a player on the scene. 

Week of April 5th 

3) Next team of presidential officials hold semi-public meetings 
with groups of concerned L.A. citizens/activists. The group 
chosen should mirror the initiatives we will announce. If.Los 
Angeles will be one.of the six sites for summer jobs program, 
part of this local group should include people who are activists 
on the issue. If there's HUD money being given away (send the 
next.guy in line at HUD), make sure there are local housing folks 
there. This way, ~he.administration can test driveftest market 
some of the initiatives with the public and the press and see how 
they shake out. 

Week of April 12th 

4) Presidential visit to L.A. 
Makes urban initiative announcement. (Should L.A. be site for 
summer jobs program announcement?) Audience should be heavy on 
community activists and light on elected officials to ensure 
maximum community credibility. 
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March 18, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR URBAN TASK FORCE 

. FROM: BRUCE REED ~L 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR L.A. RESPONSE 

1. Put Someone in Charge: To this point, our preparations have been 
hampered by the lack of clear lines of responsibility within the administration. A 
lot of people are working on individual pieces of the problem, but it's hard for 
people at one agency to figure out what people at another are doing, and nobody's 
in charge. The President needs to name a single, reliable representative to lead a 
prevention and .response effort in Los Angeles, and another person to coordinate · 
prevention and response efforts across agencies in W a.Shington. 

The L.A. rep should meet with community and business leaders, elected 
officia,ls, and key figures in state and city government, and provide Washington 
with daily intelligence and early warnings. The point person in Washington 
should keep track of everything the agencies and the White House are doing, 
consult with the California Congressional delegation, and provide the President 
with daily or weekly reports on the overall situation. 

2. White House Response Plan: Most of the time, contingency plans 
aren't worth anything (Look out: the California National Guard's is code-named 
'.'GARDEN PLOT"). But we need a clear plan for how we will handle the political 
and communications aspects of an emergency in L.A. This doesn't have to involve 
elaborate speculation, just basic planning. For example, no matter what happens, 
we should be prepared for immediate communication with California 
Congressional leaders so that we have a coordinated response, and not an array of 
dissonant voices. Disaster will strike sometime in the Clinton Presidency, even if 
it doesn't happen this spring in L.A. We might as well have the communications 
war room ready. 

~ 

3. Presidential Visit: I think the President should go to L.A. in the next 
few weeks to lower expectations, not to raise them.· He shouldn't go there to dole 
out federal largesse -- there isn't any, it wouldn't mean much to South Central 
even if there were, and we don't want our message to be: "You had. a riot, you 
should get a grant." The message should emphasize community and responsibility 
instead: We'll provide more opportunity, but Washington is not going to tell you 
what to do -- we're going to help you revitalize your community from the bottom 
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up. Any Presidential events out there should emphasize what they can do, not 
just what we're going to do. For example, he might spend some time with the Los 
Angeles Conservation Corps, a model national service program that helped rebuild 
L.A. 

The other important point is that although our plan represents a dramatic 
departure, it is going to take a long time to turn things around. Perhaps the 
President could go back to the school or the neighborhood he visited before, to 
underscore how little has changed in the past year, so we don't get blamed for 
Bush's inaction. ' 

4. Policy Markers: We should delude ourselves into thinking that our 
urban policy will make a great deal of difference in the short or even the medium 
term. (In fact, we're not sure it will work at all, but that's another story.) 
However, we should put a few markers down between now and the end of April, so 
at least we won't be accused of doing nothing. We have two major hits: the 
enterprise zone/community development bank proposal, which should be done by 
AprilS, and crime/community policing plans which could be unveiled in April as 
well. A crime event might include support for the crime bill; HUD's plan for 
public safety in public housing, which they call Community Partnership Against 
Crime (COMPAC); and details (which will appear in the March 23 budget 
docume.p.t) of how we plan to put 100,000 cops on the street. 
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URBAN TASK FORCE 

The following are areas that Task Force seems to have come to 
agreement on£ t--.~Q..d·l\1 ·~1_ ~~c '\.~ 

o Do we recommend sending the President to L.A.? 

The task force has not come to agreement on this issue. We 
seem to agree that we should not tie a visit to any type of 
commemorative activity relating to last years' violence. 

The Arsenio Hall proposal might be worth considering -- if 
we can move the date up to early April and tie into MLK 
anniversary and his non-violence, racial harmony philosophy. 

o Identify Administration/White House Liaison to L.A. 
Community 

Criteria: 
Authority to speak for the President 
Perceived to be very close to the President -- "has 
the President's ear", 
Credibility with target audiences; local community 
leaders, local elected officials, youth, business 
community, FEMA, SBA, DOJ etc .. 
Credibility with ethnic groups; Latinos, African
American, Korean-American 
Ability to coordinate flow of information between all 
agencies and coordinate "rapid-responses" to key issues 
Non-political, able to cut through the local political 
agendas without alienating elected officials · 
Coalition-builder qualities 

Recommendations 
(The Task Force needs to evaluate each of the possible 
recommendations. This is not necessarily a complete list. 
Should still consider other recommendations that make 
sense.) 

Cabinet Secretary 
Ron Brown - Commerce Department 
Henry Cisneros --HUD 

FOB 
Marian Wright Edelman 

o• Create a "mission statement" and timeline for WH 
representative 

o Identify organizations/leaders that should be 
consulted/involved and met with in L.A. (incomplete) 

~Rev. Cecil Murray 
-Maxine Waters 
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.. ::-

.•· 

TO: . Carolyn 
FR: Jose, Rana 
RE: NAPO Executive Board Meeting 
DA: March 11, 1993 

Carolyn, per your request, here is some crime info. Rana Sampson,.a White House 
Fellow who I work with on crime policy, has put together an anecdotal piece on community 
policing that you will find at the end of this note. Also, Bruce Reed may want to include 
some new policy-related info, depending on what happens over the next couple of days. 

National Association of Police Organizations 

As you know, NAPO is the second largest police union in the country -- and the 
largest of the police groups to support President Clinton. They have a: membership of some 
135,000 rank-and-file police officers with large concentrations in New York andTexas. A 
Texas subdivision of NAPO, the Combined Law Enforcement Associations of Texas 
(CLEAT), also came out in support of President Clinton. 

NAPO's current Executive Director was a big supporter of President Clinton's during 
the campaign. He, and Legislative Counsel Jules Bemstien, worked behind the scenes to get 
the NAPO endorsement. NAPO's current President, however, comes from the ranks of the 
organization's New York delegation, a faction that strongly opposed the Clinton endorsement. 
I've enclosed NAPO's three-pager on their organiZation for your perusal. 

/7 
· Qn a final note, NAPO opposes the' ~Qli Goffis. · W.hilec£lintomisr-sure; to~menti,,o.n.~~Ht { 

¥it~s~:a~pt'6'posal:~tnaw.§~~:g~I~~!li9ii~~~tlie·y-alliave7~always1·:disliked: ; 

Crime Stats 

I've enclosed a list of the general crime stats (violent crime, murder, etc.). During the 
campaign, the President was never a big proponent of rattling off crime stats. This was in 
part related to Arkansas' high crime rate, and to his preference, I believe, 'to strike· a more 
reasonable note on the crime issue. (We always accused Bush of playing politics with the 
crime bill, the Brady Bill and with his police group associations.) Also, wedding yourself to 
the crime r~tes is political suicide; the President should never claim that he's going to directly 
reduce crime rates. I think the Detroit transcript should give you a good indication of what 
the President is likely to want to say. Perhaps you can compare it to the speech Alan Stone 
wrote, but which the President did not give (enclosed). 

Q1~{._ 0J.! mp~-'~----~~-~'~ftri~1fK~_:6~~paTIC~~offit€rsliwe_r~_mufdered~1JWh~im1ctut~i_J)I 
lt9r~if;,tm~il:quarters~of-fWnomrweWKiUea::Wit~handgunS!!f!J 
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19-Mar-1993 01:30pm 

TO: (See Below) 

FROM: Jonathan P. Gill 
Off~ce of Media Affairs 

SUBJECT: President's Remarks at Press Dinner INTERNAL USE ON 

INTERNAL USE ONLY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT RADIO AND TV CORRESPONDENTS 

ASSOCIATION DINNER 

The Washington Hilton 
Washington, DC 

March 18, 1993 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Ladies and 
gentlemen, members of the Radio and Television Correspondents 
Association and honored guests. 

You've been after me for months for a formal press 
conference, and here.it is. (Laughter.) If you will stay until 
about midnight, you will be invited to the first public meeting of 
Hillary's task force. (Laughter.) 

You know why I can stiff you on the press conferences? 
Because Larry King liberated me from you by giving me to the American 
people directly. There he is, the person you ought to be mad at. 
(Applause.) 

There are so many famous people here tonight, I hesitate 
to call names. I was looking and looking and looking for Roone 
Arledge, but I kept looking at the NBC table. (Laughter.) Then I 
realized he switched back over here because he was afraid if he sat 
there, there might be model rockets under his seat. (Laughter and 

applause.) CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



Now, there are a lot of interesting members of my 
administration here. One of them my White House Counsel, Bernie 
Nussbaum's over there, sitting in front of Roone. He's the oldest 
man who works for the White House. He's actually only 33, buthe 
looks 90. (Laughter.) And you need to know that one of his jobs as 
my White House Counsel was to get me an attorney general. You might 
ask, why would I keep such an incompete.nt around? (Laughter.) The·· 
man who brought me Zoe Baird and Kimba Wood and, believe it or not, 
another dozen that for some reason or another you never got in the 
newspaper -- (laughter) -- all of whom couldn't meet Senator Biden's 
test of nanny purity. (Laughter.) 

MORE 

_r CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



-------------- ---------------------------

- 2 -

. Well, anyway, we finally got around to Janet Reno. So, 
we're in there about to announce Janet Reno, and my antennae were 
picking up again,· and I think, you know, she has really got it and 
she might be a folk hero. And it might really work. But if it 
doesn't, what in the hell am I going to do. (Laughter.) This is a 
true story. So right before we walk out, I take Bernie over and walk 
over.in the corner of the Oval Office and I said, Nussbaum, this is 
it. If she doesn't work, you're going to have to have a sex change 
operation. (Laughter and applause.) 

I want to thank you for inviting my staff tonight. You 
know, they're awfully young, and they're not used to this sort of 
dress-up event. (Laughter.) It's amazing to see them-- you know, 
the formal wear, the glamorous hairstyles, the beautiful earrings. 
And the women look nice tonight, too. (Laughter.) 

Another thing I-want to thank you for is inviting us all 
to this high-dollar dinner. Even though my staff is eating bread and 
water tonight, they appreciate being invited. -(Laughter.) It's not 
the ethics rules that's keeping them from eating this expensive 
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dinner, it's that they've been spending so much time feeding you, 
they don't know how to let you feed them. 

I do want to say this -- when I heard that they'd all 
been invited, I wanted to see how they were invited. And sure 
enough, you used their names -- you know, McLarty, Myers, Herman,· the. 
whole nine yards. They all got invited by their names. I was just 
absolutely convinced it would be "highly-:-placed White House source," 
"administration official." 

I just want to tell you, though, we're all so happy to 
be·here. I even let George stay up past his bedtime to come tonight. 
(Laughter.) I will say one thing, these young people have really 
gotten me_going. They've taken a lot of time off my jogging. Of 
course, I needeg a lot of time off my jogging. About a month ago, 
the Secret Service told me that Helen Thomas was gaining on me in 
high heels, so I -- (laughter). 

I do want to say that you never give ~e credit for this. 
Everybody says, well, you've never had a press conference, you've 
never had a press conference. So I go back and I beat up on George 
and Dee Dee, and I say, they say I've never had a press conference. 
And they say, but you have answered more questions since you've been 
in office than any recent President. And you've done it at what you 
call a photo op and what we call Andrea Mitchell-in-my-face-again 
sessions. (Laughter.) 

I will say this. I have taken some suggestions from the 
press, like -- you know, a few weeks ago when I went out to hype my 
stimulus program for public works in Washington, DC, with the Mayor 
and Congresswoman Norton, Brit Hume said, why don't you wear a body 
mike? And I said, I think that's a great idea. (Laughter~) 

I do want to thank ~- by the way, I want to thank all of 
you in the press, even those who aren't so nice to me from time to 
time, for being so nice to my kindergarten friend, Mack McLarty, 
who's also sitting over there at the NBC table; that's because he 
used to be a Ford dealer. (Laughter and applause.). 

Could you believe -- could you believe that Ross Perot, 
·who comes from Texarkana, only 35 miles from Mack McLarty's hometown 
of Hope, carne up here the other day and attacked my Chief of Staff, 
who ran a Fortune 400 company --:- attacked him as a business failure. 
He just resents it because Ma6k's a short guy with real power. 
(Laughter.) 

I want to tell you that the jogging track is coming 
along nicely, and we expect our own McDonald's to be completed by 
fall. (Laughter.) And James carville is going to train all the 
people who work behind the counter; and in every bag recycled bags 
-- you'll get a note which says, "It's carbohydrates -- stupid." 

· (Laughter.) 

I do want you to know this. A lot of you were concerned 
about my becoming President. I know· you l1t:lfM:rot¥q_ul 8WAW'hPH6n>wFi-'Pi:> 



' ' 

inexperienced to be in politics at this level. And you thought I 
certainly had no business conducting the nation's foreign policy, and 
you were right. (Laughter and applause.) But you're ·stuck with me 
now. And'you've got to admit, at least I look pretty good up there. 
I mean, there's Francois Mitterrand and Yitzhak Rabin and Jean
Bertrand Aristide. (Applause) And I watched all of President .. 
Reagan's press conferences, and I know when to tilt my head and 
smile. (Laughter~) 

These guys like me a lot better than you think. I mean, 
when I met John Major the other night, he slapped me on the shoulder 
and said, you know, you don't look anything like your passport 
photos. (Laughter and applause.) And I said, well, I really 

MORE 
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appreciate that, John. And there's nothing personal in what you 
. tried to do to me -- (laughter) -- nothing. And next week I'll send 
you-a note to that effect through Jimmy Breslin when I name him our 
envoy to Northern Ireland. (Laughter.) 

You know, I love my Vice President, and I really resent 
the way Jay Leno makes fun of him. You know, in a few weeks the Vice 
President and I are going out to the great Northwest. We.' re going to 
Oregon for the Forest Summit and then we're going to Canada to see 
Mr. Yeltsin. And, you know, the Wall Street Journal had that article 
the other day about how I've made hugging more fashionable. It's 
going to be The Great American Hug-in. (Laughter.) I'm going to hug 
Yeltsin and Al's going to hug a tree. (Laughter.) 

Well, if I kept going, I'd give you 150 jokes -- 150 
specific jokes -- (laughter) -- guaranteed to reduce the humor 
deficit, which is crippling this country and denying us of control of 
our future. (Laughter and applause.) Jokes that could be passed on 
to our children. (Laughter.} Well, you haven't laughed at all of 
them. You may not like my delivery. I just want you to know that 
I'm here to listen. (Laughter.) I'll take better punch lines even 
from my opponents, but I want you to be specific. (Laughter.) 

Well, I'll tell you one thing, unlike Alan Simpson I've 
stood up here for 10 minutes and haven't told a single off-color 
joke. (Laughter and applause.) You know, I love the motor voter 
bill and Alan hates it. That's because he's not too -- with the MTV 
crowd these days~ (Laughter.) He called it the auto-fraudo bill, 
which I thought was pretty funny. (Laughter.) And I realized they 
were for the motor voter bill when they thought we were talking-about 
BMWs and Mercedes. (Laughter.) But they took the welfare Cadillacs 
out of it yesterday. 

I want to say something serious, if I can bring myself 
to do it. I want to·thank all of you for the work that you do. I 
think you have a difficult job. Each of us sees the world in 
different ways and the whole complex interplay of th_e press and 
peopie in public life is designed somehow to give the American people 
a kaleidoscope of opinion, a mountain of facts organized in ways that 
will enable them to grasp it, so that somehow they -- not you or me 
-- they can be the main actors in the great American democracy. 

Thomas Jefferson, recognized it a long time ago and 
those of you who have read a lot of our history know that he got a 
pretty rough press from time to time. But he said he would do 
anything before he would give up the freedom of the press. So I want 
to thank all of you for the job you do when it's hard on me and when 
it's fun. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to George 
Stephanopoulos and to Dee Dee Myers for trying to represent my 
interest everyday. And some days I make it pretty dad-gum hard to 
do. But they also represent your interest to me. 



conversation. I was impressed that Cokie Roberts had enough sense to 
get out of here before I started telling these bad jokes. Ahd I 
thank all of you for loving your country enough to gather like this 
and to give your lives to a career which is often thankless, which 
sometimes subjects you to unjust criticism, too. 

I ask that in the months and years ahead you stay 
faithful to yourselves and to your cause. Never lose your sense of 
humor. And remember that most of us who do this on both sides, do it 
because we love our country and prefer to believe that an effort made 
today can make it better tomorrow. It's a good way to live a life. 

Thank you and good night. {Applause.) 
MORE 
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POTENTIAL JOKES FOR PRESIDENT CLINTON FROM CARTER WILKIE 

DAVID DREYER SUGGESTS HE OPEN WITH: 

I have a short statement, and then I'll be happy to take a few 
questions ..• NOT! 

POSSIBLE ONE-LINERS: 

our campaign was the first to conduct a televised town hall 
meeting, in New Hampshire, a little more than a year ago •.• The 
feedback was astonishing •.. They brought me sacks of mail to my 
hotel room to read .•. I thought, "Here is the salvation of 
democracy .•• a whole Nation connected to the details of public 
policy" •.. The first letter said, "Do something about the 
hair." ..• 

And you wouldn't believe all the mail after I outlined my 
economic package to Congress back in February ... some of you said 
it was the speech of my career ... but one irate letter I received 
said, "Mr. President, I saw you on TV ... ·you spoke so long, you 
preempted my two favorite shows." •.. 

It's been nearly two months since I've been in office and I guess 
I owe you all a progress report .•. the jogging track is coming 
along nicely ... and we expect the McDonalds to be completed by 
fall. .. 

My staff tells me that in these photo-ops we do, I've answered 
more questions than any recent President -- partly because of the 
persistence of Andrea Mitchell. I like Andrea, and I've always 
wanted to answer her questions .. ...:-.u.atil we found her network. on 
~p]tel IIill>planting incendiary d~vices underneath-my-eeonomi£_______ 
~an... · 

(more) 
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MORE ONE LINERS 

I think you folks have taken far too much heat· for the high 
tabloid content of today's news •.. and I think NBC showed amazing 
maturity in picking Michael Gartner's replacement ..• I'm sure Abe 
Hirschfeld will do a magnificent job ... 7i!f?' tf/L!JV/~;t(? 

Just imagine if-we used ta loid mmicks to boost our ratings at 
the White House [MIMIC "GE SHOW ANNOUNCER]: "Are heartless 
bureaucrats in the Office o nagement and Budget ripping you 
off? ... Join us ... on th next residential town hall meeting." 

You know, it's been 32 years since Newt Minow declared TV news a 
· vast wasteland ... funny, those are the same words Bob Dole uses 

these days to describe my economic plan ... 

Sometimes journalists get too carriel!- awa~ pronouncing 
judgments ... Just listen to what theP,re sis saying about that 
c:ult leader in Texas: "crazed for atte ion" ... "driven by a 
messianic complex" ... Don't you think o guys have been a little 
tough on Ross Perot? .•. 

You know, I love doing these weekly radio addresses, but I'm 
still trying to adapt to the medium. One week, my voice was so 
raw from allergies that they set up a "cough button" -- all I had 
to do was push it when I didn't want people to hear my voice .. . 
if only I had one of those for Newt Gingrich and Phil Gramm .. . 

[USE WHEN NEEDED]: .. ·.Hey, I don't mind if don't like this 
joke .•. I'm open to all suggestions, even from opponents .•• 
if you have to criticize ... be specific. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON'S RADIO ADDRESS 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1993 

(FIRST DRAFT) 

Good morning. 

Ten days ago, I asked for your help to bring change to 
America. I said then that it would be a challenge, and that it 
would mean every one of us would need to put a shoulder to push 
back the monsters at our door -- debt and deficit. 

I asked for all Ame~icans to contribute, es~! ~~~· 
~t. afford te EJlN....__ ~~ ~. ~ 'C"'-77 

""' -PIA-~ ~ -I!S d-e ~away, we neard from the naysayers. In·fact, they ~ 
didn'~ ev7n wait to hear- .the eco~omic J?lan, before ~hey were ~ 
knock1ng 1t. That th~ Cap1tol H1ll was the ~1tLeL=patter-. 
of an army of lobbyi1!ffs, sv9lliJ:J!~J taQi.r-&er..v-ices -to special 

t. r iog,t9£Qriitb I fti£ L}i@ ~~take a WhaCk at thiS eCOnOmiC plan 0 

,. They didn't even·wait to hear from you. But you, my fellow 
. Americans, have been drownin~~ut~a~l of them, with the 

voices of reason~~t.t·---tf,r'· 't(U~ 

You have looked ~t my plan, and you've concluded that it is 
good for America. I have been particularly moved by letters you 
have sent. Many of you who'have written to me are working 
parents, some of you are single parents. You worry about the 
bills today but also about the life your children can expect 
tomorrow. Your support is a symbol of the selflessness, foresight 
and determination now catching fire across this nation. 

Now, I must 
White House, but t 
check, it will co 
to send it to the 

clea . we're finished just talking about 
cit. We've received scores of checks from 
help out, right now. They mostly range from 
to one-thousand dollars. 

yo we can't take that money here at the 
easury Department can. If you've sent a 

ack to you with our thanks, and instructions 

As weh~sliil iiilii' the money is r I am especially grateful for the 
words of support. ·One letter that caught my eye came from Rachel 
Nunamaker, of San Jose, California. She's 83 years old and she 
wrote just three lines. "Stick to your guns," she told me. 
"You're on the right track." 

Thank you, Mrs. N'trnamaker ~ aJ.t l~k ~- ~ 
~b1~-'t-~' 
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I think we are on the right track. Already, we have seen 
mortgage rates fall to their lowest level in twenty years -
twenty years! That's good news for everyone, but especially for 
the young adults and middle-income families who may have thought 
that being a homeowner was not possible for them. It's part of 
the American Dream that we've been working so hard to restore. 
And it CAN be restored. 

With falling interest rates, more peo~le can save money on 
business loans, car loans, every time they use their credit cards 

and they can use that money in ways to help the economy. 

In the past week, we've gotten other ringing endorsements 
for our plan to set America on a new direction. We've brought 
together business.and labor leaders, w :spape~~ beek ~~ ~fts 
uu ... national· and state organizations from A to Z. When groups 
as diverse as we've heard from agree that something is good for 
the economy, then you've got to figure that something's right. 

After all, this isn't about being a Democrat, or being a 
Republican. · · · 's 
national interest over special interests; it's people first over ~ 
the credo of the '80s -- "me first." It's, quite simply, a chance 
to make America as great as the sum of its parts. 

I mean, how can anyone deny that our huge debt is a 
disaster, a ticki~bomb that will explode on our children unless 

(£
_0 \ we defuse it no~? ~'• jYst ~umB f:i.Ha'R~ially to.spend one-fifth _ 
or J of c;mr ~get srlttpi:¥ to servl.ce that debt, day l.n, day out, year 

in~£ out. The burden is pulling us down and it keeps getting 
~~ ~ ~ it'~venting us from making our nation as great as 
p,o ftJ'! · · With my plan, we' 11 cut the deficit in half between 

~·f!id n~w and 1997, and we can start putting our resources to work. 

~ This plan will work for a simple reason. It cuts waste and ~~ spending and increases investments that will pay us back many 
~· times over. And it spreads the burden as fairly as possible. 

ijf It will work because of you. 

Wii 1 , sE] ~ell tsaken bi 11l!®spapc:ts Aiiii!i •;p v Ae't1JG£1eea1 · 

Americans say-they-s-uppc-rt-my-p~-an, a~d: tl'!:a:t-e s ~ll~!ft..( cf ~ 
ratifying. But you know what's even better? I s~ lie faces, 

I've heard the voices behind the numbers. In St. Louis, in · 
California in Seattle · · in New York. And here in the 
White House, last Saturday, I hear e children. Even the 
kids get it; they know how important this is for America and for 
their future. 

Of course, not everyone agrees with me on everything. Some 
people agree with me not at all. That's democracy. And in the 
month since I came to Washington, we've seen democracy·take on 
its most potent form. Last week, in my speech to Congress, I said 
that as long as we get America back on its feet, I didn.'t care 
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.·~~·~~ 
who takes credit. ck. I do care because I so . 

· e 1 must go to you, ··· ·~~-'As {>11.~. 
I 33 sd:t L54E!lb•Pl said: as citizens of this democracy, you are "the 
beginning and the end." 

Never forget that. WE won't. This oval Office, the White 
House and Capitol Hill -- they're yours. Congress knows why you 
sent me here, although in the weeks to come you may want· to 
remind them. YOU wanted a new direction. Now I've mapped it out. 
We all know the payoff is down the road. But we must start this 
jour;ney now, together, and we must step-boldly. 

It's an exciting time to be an American, a time when the 
sense of national community and purpose is taking_hold. We 
mustn't let this pass unacted on. 

With that in mind, on Monday, we will mark an anniversary 
that is especially significant to my generation. Thirty-two years 
ago, President John Kennedy inspired Americans to service, in the 
Peace Corps. On Monday, I will unveil a proposal for a new 
generation of builders, a plan to invest in our country's future 
and to reclaim America and the American Dream, one block at a 
time, a plan that will involve one of our most precious 
resources: America's youth. · 

Through it, we hope to lift our communities, to help 
children at risk, to battle our social ills -- and all while 
helping thousands of Americans to go to college. It's called 
National Service. 

Until then, God bless you all. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON'S RADIO ADDRESS 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1993 

(FIRST DRAFT) 

.Good morning. 

Ten days ago, I ·asked for your hel to bring change to 
America. I said· "Ehen tfia"E it would be a hallenge, ·and that it 
would mean every one of us would need to p1o1t. a sheulaer te pttsh-

::1•e;:~~~si::F:~1;~t:~~~~:: 
Right away, we heard from the naysayers. In fact, th~ ~ ~ li-. 

didn't even wait to hear the economic plan, before they were ~ 
~ L,..__ ~necking it .. That thunder on Capitol Hill was the pitter pattelii' · 

TJ--') 11oiii8f: :&A army of lobbyists selling their services to special 
i;Rterests, for tae oha~~o"~~~.~ .. w~:; ~s ,{c~or~ewr!~ ~ 

· They didn't even wait to hear from you. But you, my fellow ~ 
Am7ricans, have been drowning theJl ou)', all of them,• with~ ~ · 

. V01CeS Of reasonJ.M ~ L ( C~ t~ ·"A..._ ~ 
. I"L ~ ;h.~ \ You have looked at my plan, and you've co~:i'ded that it is 

good for America. I have been particularly moved by letters you 
have sent~Many of you who have written to me are working 
parents, some of you are single parents. You worry about the 
bills today but also about the life your children can expect 
tomorrow. Your support is a symbol of the selflessness, foresight 
and determination now catching fire across this nation 

~"+-C.~ 

from 

Now, ell you, we can't ake that 
White House,_ but ~· Treasury Departm t 
check, it will come b to you with ou 
to send it to the Treasur 

L/0 
As-welcome as the money isr I am especially grateful for the 

words of support. One letter that caught my.eye came from Rachel 
Nunamaker, of San Jose, California. She's 83 years old and she 
wrote just three lines. "Stick to your guns," she told me. 
"You're on.the right track." 

Thank you, Mrs. Nunamaker 4 A~ AU... 

r-vf- ~ fl.rlk ~ ~ 
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who takes credit. ~xe- -tnat-=baek. I do care-r hecallse I :so= 
. - stroiu;ly eclieve tfi.at the credit must go to you, the people. As ~ 

. .Adlai stevehSOll sa-id: as citizens of this democracy, you are "the 
beginning and the end." 

Never forget that. WE won't. This Oval Office, the White 
House and Capitol Hill -- they're yours. Congress knows why you 
sent me here, although in the weeks to come you may want to 
remind them. YOU wanted a new direction. Now I've mapped it out. 
We all know the payoff is down the road. But we must start this 
journey now, together, and we must step boldly ... 

It's an exciting time to be an American, a time when the 
sense of national community and purpose is taking hold. We 
must~'t let this pass unacted on. 

With.that in mind, on Monday, we will mark an anniversary 
.that is especially significant to my generation. Thirty-two years 
ago,. :president John Kennedy inspired Americans to service, in the 

1 Peace Corps. On Monday, I will unveil a proposal for a new 
generation of builders, a plan to invest in our country's future 
and to reclaim America and the American Dream, one block at a 
time, a plan that will involve one of our most precious 
resources: America's youth. 

Through it, we hope to lift our communities, to help 
children at risk, to battle our social ills -- and all while 
helping thousands of Americans to .go to college. It's called 
National Service. 

Until then, God bless you all. 
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National crime Victims'· Rights Week, 1994 

By the President of the United states of America 

->A:~'-'Prociamation · .,. 
4- ·-- •• -

DRAFT 

One of the foremost challenges facing our Nation today is the 
violence faced by too many Americans. our young people are growing 
_up in an· increasingly violent society. Our schools must learn to 
deal with guns and gangs. our parks and playgrounds often are not. 
safe places for children to play. No corner of America, it often -
seems, is safe from violent crime. 

Once each year, during National Crime Victims Rights Week, this 
Nation takes time to reflect on the innocent victims of these 
crimes and those who are working all across this country on their 
behalf. Thousands of people--many of them volupteers who have been 
victims themselves--are working tirelessly at -the Federal, state, 
and ·local levels to provide emotional support, guidance, and 
financial assistance to help crime victims recover from the trauma 
of victimization and to ensure that they are treated fairly and 
sensitively as their cases progress through the criminal justice 
system. - J,. J.... 

- ..b.Lv ·vi o}R.m.ll.- -/vwtj 'u 
At· the same time, this Administration is working to etop the __ ·_;; 
ti-Glence - and prevent the futtn: e victimization of--innocent .!.It¥<-~-:, 

Jv"-"~ ~ We're working to pass a c::.;ime Bill that will put more jc.0~dtnJ.l 
-::.t-. )}.; police on th7 streets of our communities. w:e're; wor~ing -t;.o ens':lre _ 

1
c«D'-.J, _ 

))~"'5-~J---,., that three-t1.me _ s spend the rest of the1.r l1.ves 1.n pr1.son w1.th !Cfl 

·p·.~~-,. S no chance to prey . urther on innocent victims. And w~'~e .working 1 
'_~u.;r -. .1-"~"t to encourage c1. t zens to assume personal respons1.b1.l1. ty for 
~,~fJ~.{t,'-''\.li~proving. their. ne ghbor~;toc;>ds and to get involved in dealing with a-')-\)-_.L 

:.t:, _, ~ :i;fil v1.olence 1.n the1.r ommun1. t1.es. , u)w.i--.-f.~..; 
ci-1/" ~0 . Ch"t M l ()u_Q_ (J"()tf.-''.J.!.C'lO y;,_r-;.;-ft~-* 

~~n \ ~~~:e e;;~r:.orkTh':~ ~~~at~e~! ~~~t~~=i:r:ei~~ia~~~ i~~~s~~~btbe!~ V.J1Lf ~~~ 
kO D~ to provide com ort when someone has just lost a child to random Li~-:·-~~'\
p~- gunfire, when t e _ sanctity of someone' s home has been invaded by an -cfo-'·· /(t_/..1:,c· 

·~intruder, when someone has been robbed, brutalized or beaten. -.,-.. f.U.t-" 1"*-~"'
'd-u,-,rJil ~_..National Crime ictims Rights Week affords us the ·opportunity to f::~;~ 1,,c~~i;t: 
;\ 0~ express our appr ciation to these "good neighbors" and to renew our ) 
~ cc;>mm~tment to me t~ng the needs and, __ ensu_r~~g t~e< r~ghts of crime .. , 

~}--- Vl.Ctl.mS /!. -~ ,;}'\_-:,;•-',;,~-- Ul:\"(>"(;c,;-;;fi'(') (Le-u·--···,'-/[<.;._,- v~c::>-- 16 C-l-<-"f...-:.LLikk--tL.:_. If ·! t' I\\ ./ • J - • I;\ .. )~ \.:--' "'~-tt-~r• -· .. 1 • ·• '/ ~- ' h' /,· "r-·.V"(. j 'I f-.A { '···;...._ .... , __ 

~~~-~-The -congress, b~~~Jf~;~~9~:011~-i~~i~~-{~~:~t?~1~t;;a:R~A~~~~~f'2~k~7,,: .. hr:~ :l:i:_.,;--
" Vt.. )):"'k' .week of April 24 through April 30, 1994, as National Crime Victims ~~c(.!-:.'-'-·'~ ,,_'-', 

\f'1 r,'-./ Rights Week. and has authorized and requested the President to issue h.:.; ':;•7-- ·! ... 

v a proclamation in observance of this week. l "'-1/J ..... ':..:. ;:.>/-; i 
-:JI. . .(:u.)...:.;1-f . .;{:.l!j, ~- . ~ 

NOW 1 THEREFORE 1 I 1 WILLIAM J. CLINTON 1 President of the Uni ted,~::t~1>;~;:~~;;.s 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of April 24 through 'Y--•:"'i..'-('>:0 

April 30 1 1994, as ~ational ~Crime Victims Right~ Week. I urge <:11 .~ ·----_L_;;'/, ~~ 
Americans to join 1.n honorlng those who work 1.n behalf of crl.me;~~/;~:~-t<-

i-_ .--··· ·, (i_:ii'}~I'IJ..-;.I"",fl1
1

-; • • 
11

' k 
··-t(}~,r->;J___ ,:\::n--.nt,v"-"'i,; :)l·6~}vlw.~:;, ill -----------/~ 

~~.~:!f&~¥6~~!' ~A~~/~~oioi.GPY . 
)k;.!) t.'l'~<-11_;_:~.~ t.-J,A.~~t~~~1~~~~-~~~~-v::, t~_: .. ·\-~.~ .. (': !,~-:~J7J (- ~- .,#·,:_"\:' 



i ___ ,_: ... _. ---·-' - ·-· .. ·-. ·- . -

victims and their families and to commit themselves to working with 
their neighbors to stop the violence and to ensure safer streets, 
schools, arid playgrounds for our. Nation's cl:lildren and all our 
citizens. 

In witness Whereof, I have hereunto set·my hand this day of 
April, and in the year of our Lord nineteen .hundred and ninety
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and eighteenth. 
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\qrqf~~~ 
April 28, 1993 _ru 1 ~ 

( LAf { ~ r~ 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS MEETING 

DATE: April 29, 1993 
LOCATION: 472 OEOB 
TIME: 10:30 a.m. 
FROM: Kim Tilley 

I. PURPOSE 

This meeting is important because of the necessity of having these groups support the 
health care reform plan. 

II .. BACKGROUND 

Catholic Health Association 

According to Melanne, CHA's health care reform plan is fairly close to what we'll 
eventually release. We've been told privately that they are highly likely to be with us all 
the way as long as the abortion - conscience exemption provision is included for the 
hospitals (i.e. to ensure that our plan would not mandate Catholic hospitals to perform 
abortions). 

U.S. Catholic Conference (Bishops) 

There. is a good chance they will get hung up on the abortion provision. Melanne 
believes it is important to point out that we'll support the above-mentioned exemption 
for Catholic hospitals as well as mention that the health plan would not overturn a 24 
hours waiting period, parental notification, etc. 

Catholic Charities 

They are not as likely to be hung up on the abortion provisions as the Bishops. As Fred 
Kammer until recently headed up the Health Policy Committee for the Bishop's 
Conference, it is conceivable that he could serve as a broker for us on this issue. 

' 
(NOTE: As the Catholic Health Association has extended an invitation for you to 
keynote their conference in June, they may bring this up during the meeting. Also, as 
you may remember, Betsey Wright is CHA's lobbyist. She will not be present at the 
meeting.) · . 
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President William Jefferson Clinton 
Remarks to 

[4th DRAFT] 

Good morning. 

[Acknowledgements] / 

I'm told that I'm the first President ever ~o addresi the 
Ex-Im Bank and its exporters. Can that be right? 

When Ken Brody invited me here, my first thought was: What 
better audience can there possibly be than one made up of the 
people who help create and preserve high-paying jobs for 
Americans? I'm here to applaud the Export-Import Bank, exporters, 
government workers, international banks and foreign buyers whose 
work and cooperation lead us toward tnat goal. 

And I want to emphasize this: Trade and exports once may / 
have been treated as the sideshow, but they now miat~center ~ ~ 
>stage, and anyone who'doesn't understand that doesn't understang 
the direst ion of the global economy ,r---r -1 w L.t-.-d. cf-r._.._._ ~ 
~ . ~ 

For 59 years, since F-D-R created it to help increase ~ 
foreign trade with the Soviet Union, the Ex-Im Bank has assisted 
u-s companies sell more than $270 Billion in American exports all 
around the world. And now, the bank's role in helping the economy 
of our country has never been more important. 

The course that we have set for American commerce has a 
clear direction; and it is outward ... for, only by reaching out 
across the oceans of today's moveable trade fronts can we get the· 
maximum returns: an expanding export base that will provide more /' j, _ 
jobs than ever before for Americans. And make no mistake about 2 ~ 
this: The economy is the Number-one priority.of ;:!a..---- • 
Administration, putting Americans to work is .a---'iyllo~ of our· · 
success, .and we will not take our eyes off that prize. , e.f~u.A-C.. 

The work that exporters and the Ex-Im Bank do toward that 
end is of fundamental importance: · 

Because every time we sell a Billion-dollars of American 
products and services overseas, we employ about 20-thousand 
people. In all, more than seven million Americans owe their jobs 
to export -related· wo£1,, S 

.- 13 -1( -r- ? ~ ~?'-----
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Because those American workers in export-related jobs make 
about 17-percent more than the average worker. [CHART on high-
wage jobs] 

Your work is important because in the last five years, 
exports have accounted for nearly half, nearly half of our 
country's economic growth. Goods and services exports made 
10.7 percent of u-s G-D-P in 1992, up from 10.5 in 1991 ... 
from 7.5 percent in 1985. 

up 
and up 

~may ~new chart "OnP_e_r_c_e_n_t_a_g_e_o_f_e_x_p_o_rt~s=--r:l.n___,g=-=ao:r-=p~] ------"'~ 

Your work is important because if U-S technology ... whether 
it relates to the environment, energy, transportation or 
telecommunic.ations ... is to secure its pre-eminence, it must have 
a global reach. Only with world markets can we afford the 
research and development to stay competitive. 

Export expansion encourages our most advanced industries ... 
and they generate America's jobs for now and the future, in 
computers, aerospace and electronic components. · 

And your work is also important because widening world trade 
is a powerful ambassador for America. and it can be a valuable 
ally in supporting the world's turn to 

.::> 

~! 
..) 

.SJ 

As democracy flowers where once e salt of Communism was ,'l 
we need to hel cultivate its growth and progress ... and we 

can o nurturing a ea y trading relationship ~
with Russia, Eastern Euro~~and developing nations.~cracy and. J 
prosp~rity go hand-in-han~)~ . ~ · 9---' y j 

. The work you do to ..he-flp-- American exports-~ ~crucial n..-/ \"" 
because in a world recession,·recovery means:l!".e:e~~:!"!"iltiH~ that~ 
what's good for America is good for the global economy and[Vice 
versa] That is a point th~t ~ ~v~h~, - ~ 

. i¥ Because my Administration is develop1.ng a trade strategy . ' 
·~r that's export-oriented, I want to see two things happen and very · . l l soon. I want the passage of NAFTA, ~ecause it :i:s -ehe 1tey 'tl'tat ~ su will unlock a market that will crea~e hundreds of. thousand.s of~ 1 '-~ 'ff high-paying jobs. - wl:Jr~~~---- f' 

And finally, after seven year~f talks, I want the Uruguay .\\
1 

round. o:f t:he GM''r to e~ December 15th. This is a priority for \}J \· ~ 1 
my Administration because we want to widen GATT. It's the ~~· 
foundation of the global trading system, and for that reason we · 
need the participation of Japan and the developing countries for 
it to be a true success. · 

~f~~ant to focus on promoting exports ... and 
that's where the Ex-Im.Bank plays a central role. In fiscal 1992, 
the Ex-Im Bank fostered more than a quarter-million American 
jobs, jobs that were an outgrowth of the Bank's support for 14-

~ll~ 

e~f? 

LLAL ~ -f-v ·~ Oflrari-' ~ 
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Billion dollars in exports. That's pretty impressive, -but it will 
not be enough~iust-~old our ground. I know we can top that by· 
strengthening ·-the~nership between government and the private 
sector through the Ex-Im Bank. · · J 

The markets are out there, clamoring for American goods. But . · 
we have to be smarter about training our workers, about getting · 
out of the laborator and off the drawing board ... about 
promoting curse ves and a ou n to the markets. All the 
while, w~'ll be rolling up our sleeves not to fight our 
competitors, but so we can work together for a healthy trade 
environment. 

Look at what the Ex-ImBank has b~n able to d. It h~ een.~l 
the big shoulders carrying businesses/from the. " e .- ~ -
small entrepreneu:l?, with loans and through guaran on private tZX--
financing. It has'helped to send everythin m machine tools to JP1 

4---Fomputer softwar~ :b'u.ye~ abroad .. And as been at the forefront 
I i~ supporting a new export industry that Vice President Gore has 

championed ... the environmental industry. That industry is so 
important that I have directed Ron Brown to work with Ex-Im·Bank, 
E-P-A and D-0-E to craft a national strategy for environmental . 
exports. 

These efforts will not only help to clean up the planet; 
they'll also put Americans to work. We have several environmental 
services exporters with us here today. One of them, ormat, 
Incorporated of Sparks, Nevada, used .its know-how to help the 0 
start-up of a geo-thermal energy power plant in the Philippines. 
That project not only met critical energy needs for villagers but 
also employed 3,800 Americans. And that's just one example among 
many. ,1?~ ~ ·u£2 z:n 

We want to exponentially increase these success st~~s, in ~ 
all areas of export, from the farm to Wall Street. · AA ·.~ 

'----.:._ . · ··-· ' fV {I~ i y 1 

· our plan ~ ds~ncorporates the work of Ex-Im Bank in 
· setting down the grour:tdwork .today, a~ ~;o. me. and abroad, to boost · S-fr-e-et 

{ ....., exports and make AmerJ.ca more competl.tJ.ve J.n the global · 
1 ./economy ... and that will improve the quality of jobs and the 

; wages that Americans will make tomorrow. 
v.:>~ , .... ~ ~ -ID~ \eS ~ 

ernest' ow we do J.nterna ,, 1~ 
:ty r . .ifti-Qur -eomprehensiv~export strategy~will ~ 
a more competitive America. our.workforce ~ etter trained 

. through lifelong learning ~d . we. will need ~The average n 
·.~ American will change jobs seven times. If th:ts- va:riety is to be u.J5;:;:;:::_~ v/ to our advant~ giving us a fre~her m ~~~tile workforce~p~h , r.t ·-~ l'leed. tc;>· LL a in ear ~~~~e :o:; ~ ~ticeship and other -~ 

1 '1AJ JOb-tral.nl.ng programs ---- w- --fl-.--.-.--=" , we' 11 remove the · 
~~- risk of colliding with the new century. 

But the process has to extend beyond teaching programs that .. 

Governm;: p:i: ~dutls~ne;:e~o:;~~ 
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educators must all share in the responsibility of changing the 
way we think about how we work and what we work for. The world 
does not end where America's borders begin. We must step up to 
the borders and think about competing, not retreating. 

At the same time, we need to become better students of 
economics. The old ways of doing business just don't translate in 
the reality of today. One of the first things I did as President 
was to establish the National Economic Council. It just made good 

. We had a National Security Council to deal. with foreign 
· ,)Ah curity matters, but no unit to coordinate all our economic 

~r/J ~l1cy. Now we do.· . 

~~-~~ One reason that we were so gratified to get Congress's 

1
\vo approval of our budget plan in record time is because it shows 

the world community how serious we are about addressing America's 
economic problems. · · 

For years, Washington was like the overweight doctor telling 
a patient to lose a few pounds: Our leaders in the past were 
asking trading partners to do something they wouldn't ... to be 
responsible and to take care of their own crushing debts and 
deficits. 

But look at us now~ When we go to the G-7 meeting in July, 
we'll be a success story in the making, an example for our 
partners. For starters, we have a responsible budget plan, one 
that for the first time ever, reduces the deficit that has been 
ballooning for a generation ... cutting it by 500-Billion dollars. 

our interest rates have fallen to a 20-year low, allowing 
American homeowners to re-finance, and that promises to give our 
economy a 100-Billion-dollar shot in the arm. 

----::!/ 
And soon, we'll unveil our comprehensive plan to reform 

health care, relieving a strain on individuals, providers, 
businesses and our nation's future. To help put the burden on the 
economy into perspective, consider. this: In 1990, G-M spent more 

.on medical. coverage for its workers than it did on steel. 
Overall, health care costs jacked up the price of an American 
car by $1,100 ... double the cost added to a Japan~se car. 

This is a true competitiveness issue ... and our country is 
finally addressing it under this Administration. 

We can point to all these accomplishments with pride when we 
sit down with our partners in July. 

' . 

'----we can also make ourselves more competitive by cutting the 
waste out of Government. As I've said before, we must 
fundamentally reinvent Government, and that includes streamlining 
our export programs •.. an action long overdue~ Right now, there 
are more than 150 different exportpromotion programs scattered 
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across more than 10 agencies. Really; they're tangled like a ball 
of yarn. 

our goal is to untangle it. We want to end the duplication 
and overlap ... and we want to make sure these programs are 
"customer-driven." We want our guide to be the needs of exporters 
and lenders. 

our vehicle to a coherent export promotion plan will be the 
Trade Promo · oordinating Committee .. ~~-c, an4-
. gency group tha :came inte beiiig ~Llre efforts of the 
working group in the Congress, in particular, Senator Don Riegle. 

·Secretary of Commerce Brown chairs the group, which has been 
1.., ~ meeting daily, and once he is confirmed, BaH)~ Cliail::maii-Designate ~'· 
,Y} B~:d;9 will also have hands-on involvement. , 1 ~ 

~~ith the Department of comnu;•r e and T-P-c-c, Ex~Im Bank wi~l v 
help lead the way toward develop1ng an export mental1ty 

· · c 4,t · throughout our nation. At the same time, the Bank will become 
2r· . more of a pro-active, consumer-friendly Bank. One area that will. 

bus1nesses. 

rr VJJif For every applicant, the Bank will aim to byp-ass the 
ln~l \V '--'" unnecessary red tape. Right now it takes the staff about six 
vv~ months to process a preliminary commitment application ... and 

~~ 
only one in six such preliminary commitments leads to an actual 
export sale. But with new procedures, the Bank will be able to 
respond to most requests within seven days. The staff will be 
able to process more cases ... and support more real deals. 

i 

In short, the Ex-Im Bank will·use better management measure ~~ ! 
to do more without spending more. In these days of deficit ~,Dw~ 1f reduction, the Bank will have to live within its m V o' u 

r :f1:1:mM:Iig and Ken has assured me he make I La mellCJ wer1t lt&te!l'e'E •. f-7;. ~ I 
'(5} 'tf-o ~~ ~ 

steps~support~·with a quick and successful ~i 
the Uruguay Round. One-third of world trade today 

1 11 i 
by intern 'onal rules. The uruguay Round talks ~~t~ ; 

c.an help us iscipl-ine-, ose racti . And it will be a blessing h idJ'f- : 
f exporters, .because it will lower foreign tariffs, curb · 1~ ~~ : 
subsidies that tilt the playing field, and strengthen protection ~- ; 
of intellectual prope~ty, which alone costs American companies 
GO-Billion dollars a year. 

I mentioned NAFTA and its importance to jobs earlier. But 
here are the numbers. Exports to Canada already support about 
one-and-a-half million American jobs. And in just the past five 
years, the number of American jobs tied to export to Mexico have 
grown from 300-thousand to 700-thousand. With NAFTA's 
implementation, we project another 200-thousand high-wage jobs 
for Americans in the next two years. · 
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Mexico is a very valued customer for another reason. As we 
throw open the doors of that market for our exports, we will also 
be helping our neighbor to stanch the flow of drugs and to 
provide jobs for its people. Mexico can proudly hold itself up as 
an example of new economic thinking ... and we are glad to have 
with us here today a representative of its new breed.of 

q..ecanomists... Secretary of Finance( Pedro Aspe [_pronounced AH- · 
( speh]. t{_~ ~~~~~\ 

Our success ·in America will depend on how we can develop our 
own new thinking ... based on ideas that cast off self-absorption 
1n favor of a· willingness to work together. 

4----lBFl-1at~ we also cannot lose our perspective on where we stand 
~ with our partners. I have put our trading partners on notice that 

I will expect access to their markets comparable to the access 
they have to ours. On the two way street of trade, the traffic 
has to move both ways. So, we welcome foreign products, .services 
and investments here. But we insist that our products, services 
and investment be welcomed in other countries as well. It's only 
fair and it's only good business. 

As we look around the world, our export opportunities seem 
almost limitless. La~in America is reigning in its debt, and what 
is emerging in a more stable economy is a populace starved for 
our consumer pro d entrepreneurs shopping for our capital 
goods. It's a arket expo_rts that is growing at three 
times the rate yplace else 1n f-~ 

outside of this hemisphere, we will look increasingly to the 
newly industrializing countries of Asia ... the fastest growing 
region of_ the world. 

And of course, we will all look to Russia,_ where the Ex-Im 
~ission comes full c~rcle. ~s I.said ea:liei, it was establish~ 
ln-1934----t:o.. help fore1gn trade WT~h Moseow. ~......._______ 

Now, the Bank is doing what it first set out to do. To date, 
the Bank has approved 205-million in final commitments to Russia. 
The Barik is working on an oil and gas framework agreement that 
could support as much as 2-Billion dollars in American goods and 
services for Russia's energy sector. 

Two months ago, I said that, considering the Trillions we 
spent to ensure Communism's defeat, we should be willing to 
irivest a tiny fraction to support Russia as it pursues the course 
of_democracy. · 
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So, this is a helping hand to a new friend. And it's not ~AJs 
without self-interest. We' 11 get new jobs as Russia demands more ea·

ttL American products and service~ .. and with democracy's success, 
1v~we'll all share in the rewards of a less dangerous world . 

. ~ 1- fal1).. At different\ junctures in this century Americans. have shown 
1~~themselves to be catalysts for global reform. Succeed1ng 

1. rv generations faced off against fascism, then communism ... and now, 
~ ... vi with the end of the cold war, a new kind of task is at hand. We 
-~~61vV are c~lled.not just to adapt ... but to lead a~uggernaut into the 
~ new m1llen1um. 1\. e:_~ 

In this new world of tomorrow ... the brave will draw 
strength and prosperity from diversity ... within communities, 
within nations and around the world. Each of us will grow because 
all ~f us will participate ... and the hearts of the victors will 
beat in harmony. 

Thank you all very much. 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
. ·.· \..9-lC..-C\~ 

Remarks of President William Jefferson Clinton 
at Northeastern University Commencement 

Boston Garden 
June 19, 1993 

_Thank you. President Curry, members of the 

faculty and staff, s~,~~tor Kennedy, Senator Kerry, 

~ (on~~~m"""' N\.e.e-~c....~) 

Congressman Frank, Mayor Flynn, Governor 

Dukakis, honored gu~sts, httli@s aatl 8eillep•CJ1-... 

Q~~~ . ·.·.· 
· %4?C:dftlly ... mernbers of Northeastern's Class of 



~~ 

Graduates, . .-you :are tu be c8R~•atulated.e¥aa 
1\ 

~surviv~~five years of college and "parents' night" at 

"Maxwell's." WkRt a beauti£81 sigltt you ar el How 

-

eeuld · y:eu even think I would go illitead tg. that athi&. 

place aeF8ss the t ~ 

2 
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MtT~ .· . 
A.ad y~ Boston traffic. tQ get here to 

&L6..~~~ .. \h 

~'~~~~~~&. 
Boston Garden. You know, lfjuu ltaEI taken Hte 

w~~~~. . 
tq", )"" could kave a'oided the baek up on--=Stofiow 

c:Drive, and saved your seif a lot of time, fpustPation 
. . 

and grief.v: Belie¥i me. · I ... laid w. ;-. grldl• •db 

3 
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I am e~@ - ly pleased to be. here with you on 

~ 

this special day as. you receive your degreesc) F8£ '"Y 

..pa.t, I atn: deeply honored to receive this honorary 

·~0-N~~· 
degree for public service. l,~'ouhl ha1e W8fB tbe 

, . I. 

~ <1,wJ.h ~ ~ \r; ~~ 
cap, but B81He9Re ssid it mtght mass ~r. 

4 
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• 

eomnreRcenlent sptet~t me._ I'm ·here t8 tell you 

.that aetbiug wold be faPtlu~r frolll tlli t1 atll. I' i e 

~~l~~ 

3tttan more than 200 invitations to address 

graduating classes. 'FheFe "13Y be even. •s:ie, 
. . 

· c~sideriug the mountain of rnail we're pl1\¥ill3-

,through t+U) day at the " 71tite tl&nse. 
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And if anyone illust.rates why that is, it's a 

~I :V d ~,· ·~ a, o, a 

student like Doug Luffborough~ ~your story and your 

success are an inspiration, Doug. [[speaking to· Doug 

now]] That article that spoke about my coming here 

also said that you planned _to invite yourself and 

your mother to the White House. Well,.Doug, I'm 

going to beat you to the punch. 

6 
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I know what having a good, strong and loving 

mother can mean,· especially when a father is~'t 

there: _she can make every difference in the. world, as 

~~~)~~ 
your mother did for you, and mine did for me. ~. 

~.~· 
. Luftbareugh... would you· please stand? Hillary and 

I would love to see both you and Doug in 

Washington. Will you come see us? 

7 
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- Gr.ailiiales... today I appfwd; 18Ur 

':""aeeomplisltm@Rt ... and I salnte:aH H.- pijz e•at•:::who · 

,set-the--example aud gaye encouragement an•b.. 

~support tllat led yoa ttl reaeh new.· heigttt~. 

. . . 
largest co-op school in the nation, is indeed a breed 

·~~d,~w_r~~·(k~~~~) 
apart. AY ou have experienced a world that others 

only anticipate until the day they take that diploma 

I • 
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11' ,, t¥< 
-Still, sonte of J8H c e zl:VOrried about your future. :3 

c-=iraa'tt :wend!• hag,,ven .. with the jump your co-op 
. . 

. . ~ct 

education at Northeastern has given you •• ~ 
~\j.9-t\ wondering whether you'll be able to find the right . 

job •.. or any job at all. 

10 
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. ' 

' 

(DWNJveLA ~frV\ ~t~t ~C~·~ . 

~~~~. und~f~"tt~ .. ~~~~f[;t[j~:~ 
~~~~~W:~~······\ 

harder than the. middle class ... the working families . 

.. tlluQ~~~~CIUAJ~ 

./ 

11 
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- . 

4!::~~::!~~ 
~~~~~~·ez& ~ 

. J 

.home ... ·that· eornerstone of the Atnerican Dream ... 

f .\Ak »J.ill ~~~ ~ .'=t>~ ~ 
it was looking more and more out of reach for their 

~\:~t~l~~.~~ 
- eliildren. 1\tiddle-class prosperity ... those words that 

tv~~\* . ' fuu\)~ 
-motivated geuer ations ... were being drowned out IJY 
~~·Q~~-. 
three others that had a .painful ring: "middle-class 

~~q~~·~~ 
__ sq¥eeze." · . -

~ ' ~~WlM~~ 
~~ . ICC{) l7o~_)-f''~l"~ 
~ l-.t..\- 1 1 ~ -'3oo J ~ .{:" ~ 

~' ~~~~ 
~ "z . I to UJ.»vv, Vv\ % l +v t;lt:t ~ 
·~~~~~~ 

13 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

I 
I. 
I 



'VC\ :S>~\~r 
But that's beginning to change. Bit by bit, 

\ ' 

~· 

are taking down the obstacles blocking progress and 

-
. . CLLu\)~·~~ 

.prosperity for Americans_, Som~ llen't lik@ it, 

heeaust thes were doiag just fine. But many more- of 

our people weren't doiH: -just tine, artd that's why· 

yau denmndcd elian~? 

14 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



economic house in order; 'ftQ oae liM tlied tifJ WI are 

~ ~ 

-bas tried as we ire hying h• ~ericans to 

compete in the new. global-economy. 

And because we are trying ... a11d I believe we 

will succeed • . I ean say to the graduates :who W6f!rY 

·11 t tit f t TTT ' a ouetrure. tYE , • 1111 our· "ay now to ~ better 

16 
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~&, ·.ve ·roa't;:see a Jramatie ttJFRar:ouad 

already we are seeing hopeful signs along the way: 

~ "( 'hu.. ~~0\ 1" 64\l& CJY\A ~ +o ~ 
The . eptind§JJ• sur~;DYRding j ••st the announcentent ofJ 

. I • 

:;:.:::::;:~M~•~t:: 
~·~Cl.)t:--o.._ Lo~ ~· . . · 

~11d llfS!1t ftsoll:= .. 1Jl"e R8W haw the lowest inter est 

rates in lO y e11rs. 

17 
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That-meif!ins pufebasing__a home is- now in~beach 
·-··- --------------== . 

tho ••11ltet. And tnany of you who own homes_ have 

t-kousaad d!fM«rs a ye8r itt the M113aiJh I'd sar we're 

c begisnil'g to de hetteF. 

~~CA~~':l~L 
~ 1= M B-1AA ~ 
--~\~l~,~ 

. ". ~~h'R '\& ~"\ +.,_~ ~ 
4£~"\f' ~\_~l~\~ . 

18 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



') 

ka"S!Jl' the c•sat1denee iu our growtl.t plan .•• 

iBll&tieastell£k!t<ibl~ ... aallunemplujincnt has · 

rmatly:dii'P!!l below· seveR pereeat. We're begh:niRI -=- . 

ta do·hetterr 

lit Aiet;£ the first four months of our 

Administration, more than three-quarters of a 

~ 
million new jobs hari ltesa added to the economy. 

' I 
'! 
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• ~ "'iT Z • 4-by 599 .Billion do~lars III uve years. vre r~ getR~ •fl 

~~~ ~~S:oo~·CJWlA~~ 

do it chietlj by slashing spendhlg,, ,_eT by 

23 
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f-m- ~ LO ~ M~·u ~ _) 1'he1~e some ~but the bulk of 

~s ~w.~~~ 3.,s0v.~ ~ 
tlteu1 ••• tw»w±otthe n~w revenue will eome 

1\u ~ ~~· 6\ ~! ['7-5 bi\. t!J,.co '&f~s . 
froth people witb ineo·mes of 200=thousaad dollars 

q 1\Mll.l ~ l:l-i'. ~ lc( ~ q ?..oa1~ 
and more. They pr~fitted th~ most front the '80's ... 

~·LLL~~ ~ ~~ ~ UA ~ Dg. 

sa they can afford to ~ive back the most ;Row. 

~~~ . '~3~ ~ .... ~~ 

.~~~·~ 
(A~ 
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.-I tbittk tltat's fair. Other people IIIdJ not think 

c::IHOFe 86 lbtdr "~Jthy elieAts and poWet ful intergsts 

~·~·~~tuul-~ 
-cat • payiess. 

) 

25 
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~q~W\ul~~GA~·. 
~the fatnilirs het'art nte, let me say: Many of . 

~q~WL&·h>~~~to~ 
~ou know all too well about tough ehoie~. You've 

~~~~%-~ 6\ .. ' ~-, 
· heen e&ttiag speR:iling- anti working ~and sa~g t-~ i 

. . ~ I 

\,vJuJ i 

for the things you want ... like a good education.;\IPS 

~~~~~~4~ 
1rlgiFtinJe our government was as. earer.:I:ith 
Gc~~J-~) W-t~ 

<= taxpayer·s' ntonej as you've been with the income 

~-



( . 

~~~~~~~ .. 

J tell you: You m-.:•.st bee eroes ... and you 

.~~~~{D·~fu..J5-
mnst do it now. Yad must beeome the· ehampioiiS ef 

~QLu.A~ cut 
-the very idea that ~tlttes our ~uJtUFe: the idea that 

~\~W-~~M~ 
the future can be better than the present and that 

each of us has a personal, moral responsibility to 

make it so. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
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·In November 1960, John Kennedy spoke here in 

this .arena on the eve of his election as President. 

And he talked of the "contest between the 

comfortable and t~e concerned, between those who 

beRieve that we should rest and lie at anchor and 

drift, and between those who want to move this 

country forward." 

New:; 90 5 La & 4ater, the contest isn 't-OTer. 

~wW~, 
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~~(~~ 
'tf' follow them. To the graduates who worry about the future ... I 

We're on our way now to a better tomorrow o ou must ot 
hold ho e in your hea , but you must trans a e at hope 
action for your~elf, your community and your country. 

!~~·~ In taking on the challenges that we all face ... we must keep 
· in mind that being passive is pass~ ... and that good enough is 
~ u_\ not good enough. We must do better. 

l,~~.~ To do better ... we must attack the economic deficit we 
Pf\~tr· ~ 'IW:s is Crit1cai to §8Cttl;"e eniF :fl:l~tnE. An& if we don't 

I
' ~~-&4'M"i'cl::C of'f&%r cdrlt~;;e~the precious 

~~~ resources inherited by the next generation ... by you ... will be JA.J,{ 
~~~,. ~t paying the interest on the bills. ~ 
~~~ But we are doing something now. Once the details of our 
(-~ budget plan are worked out in the Congress .•• we'll be on our way 
X' to cutting the deficit by 500~Billion dollars in five years. 

We're going to do it chiefly by slashing spending, NOT by 
increasing taxes. There will be some taxes ..• but the bulk of 
them .•. two-thirds of the new revenue will come from people with 
incomes of 200-thousand dollars and more. They profited the most_

1
_. ~ 

from the 'SO's ... so they can afford to give back the most now)~~~+. 

I think that's fair. Other people may not think ~'s fain. 
But I say to them: ~·E an altiJLHat±ve p±aii ... pu1!vm-:kts on 
t;Ae ~al:rle. Let Ide st:!e how yott*d=eu-t th'e itEft'l.'Cit. •. l.:et::=nte-Se'fi> 
jtQuv .. opeRd_!nY Cut§. • • le~ as al:!l: se7 :t:lra-ex ye'&*"bav~e=e~;~ 

~~~~. ···~+.~#}j~~~ 
To the families before me, let me say: Many of you know all 

too well about tough choices. You've been cutting spending and 
working hard and saving for the things you want ... like a good 
education. It's high time our government was as careful with 
taxpayers' money as you've been with the income you keep. It's 
the only responsible thing to do. 

I have heard from so many people who for too long felt 
disconnected from their leaders ... who felt cut off from a 
government they sqw as unwieldy, uncaring, remote and 
inefficient. We.'re trying to do something about that, too. We're 
working hard to streamline government ••. to change the way 
campaigns are financed •.. and we won passage .of the motor voter 
law. Our aim is to dilute special interest and to strengthen the 
national interest ... to guarantee the participation of more of 
our citizens in the democratic process. And with that in mind and 
with all our

1
might ... we're fighting gridlock. 

Walt Whitman wrote about the "American compact" in our 
government. It means that the. President and Congress are there 
for you .•. it is not you who are here for them._ We're trying to 
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------- ---------------~---.-. 

Now, I want to talk to the families here today ..• and those 
listening at Northeastern University's campus. In recent years 
your values were challenged ... your hard work went unrewarded. 
Mothers and fathers who had done better than their parents now 
looked at their own children ... and saw a legacy vanishing. 
Because while this generation of parents owned a home ... that 
cornerstone of the American Dream ... it was looking more and more 
out of reach for their children. Middle-class prosperity •.. those 
words were being drowned out by "middle-class squeeze." 

'Phat' s why the Airierican=peop'Te=demarn::ted a crtan'ge. 

-Waw;W4¥4JliZLUlWI!®a•·hs"·'m'i1lf!A-Mlgee;nwmda~'!"!"'!*"a'i¥$ already we are 
seeing hopeful signs, even though we do have a long way to go. 
When I presented my growth plan to the American people and to 
Congress in February ... the financial markets took us seriously. 
As a result .•. we now have the lowest interest rates .in 20 years. 
That means purchasing a home is now in reach for many Americans 
who otherwise would be out of the market. And many who already 
own homes have re-financed ... arid some of them are saving more 
than two-thousand-dollars a year in the bargain. I'd say we're 
beginning to do better. 

Because of the confidence in our growth plan ••• inflation 
seems stable ••• and unemployment has finally dipped below seven 
percent. We're beginning to do better. 

of our Administration, 
jobs have been added to 

I know I'm preaching to the choir on this one, because the 
people who choose Northeastern University know well the value of 
work ... and you know that the more you learn, the more you earn. 
In a world of ever-quicker paces of change ... knowledge is the 
vehicle that will take us into the new millenium. Across the 
American spectrum ... individuals will change jobs an average of 
seven times in a lifetime. That's why we're working for 
apprenticeship programs_and lifelong learning, because they will 
help keep our work force competitive and vital ... and they'll 

,help our nation do better in the world economy. 

Since the founding of our great nation, the working man and 
working ~oman... the middle class. . • have been our backbone. That . 
backbone was strained in recent years ..• and something else was 
broken: The pact with your leaders that said you deserve 
better ... your children deserve better. 
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~;n;~ 
v.,.~or& 

{l,"fe, 
f,JtA./'o t' 
J(e ?) 

J,e;"U I)Jer0 
T ~.v 'b ..,;.t... 'r: 

l;'fc"l -A/,-,de~· ,b,_,j T 
.6c_ :;Jo ..... n- ?'r-eJ,'d~..., t-

1 

You have worked at least two years in your field in the real 
world as you've worked for your degree. So, you've had a chance 
to see whether you've chosen the right path. You might say you've 
had a chance to "date" your career before yo~ mar~y it. 

still, many of·you are worried about your future. You're 
wondering, even with the jump your co-op education at 
Northeastern has given you ... you're wondering whether you'll be 
able to find the right job ... or any job at all. 

That's understandable. We've all seen in recent years how 
our people seem to be working harder for less. We saw job · 
security erode •.. and we saw families come under horrible stress. 
No one was hit harder than the middle class ..• the working 
families of America ... who saw themselves spending ever more for 
health care, education, and housing. 

In recent years, our working families shpwed 
responsibility ... but the government did not. That's changing 
now ... and I say ... it's about time. 

Look at what we're doing now. Bit by,bit, we are taking down 
the obstacles blocking progress and prosperity for Americans. If 
some people don'~it, it's because they were doing just fine. But 
were you doing just fine? I know you weren't, because otherwise I 
wouldn't be here! 

ButTI am here. And you will be doing better. We're on our 
way there now. No, 1t won't be a dramatic turnaround overnight; 
we all must be patient ... and we all must be partners in bringin 
~erica the kind of change y~o~u~d~e~m~a~n~d~e~d~w~e~n~y~o=u~;v~o~t~e~d~~a;s;t~~~~ 
Novem~r . . 

You raised your voices then ... and you said with your votes, 
"enough ..• we can do better." 

Let me, if I may, give you a progress report on what we're 
doing to mak~ .it better ... to secure prosperity and global 
leadership for the generation I see represented before me ... and 
those that will follow them. 

First and foremost, we're attacking the economic deficit we 
inherited. This is critical to secure our future. Once the 
details of our plan are worked out in the Congress ... we'll be on 
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our way to cutting the deficit by 500-Billion dollars in five a~J:t~~~ 
years ... and we're going to do it chiefly by slashing spending, is 
NOT by increasing taxes. There will be some taxes. . . but the bulk 1. I 
of them ... two-thirds of them will come from people with incomes u, •~e) 
of 200-thousand dollar!:; and more. They profited the most from the -fn 
'80's ... so they'll give back the most in the '90's. J>fi>'-''·Je. 

We're ittin politics as usual by reforming the way 
campaigns are 1nanced ... and by passage of the motor voter law. 
Our aim is to dilute special interest and to strengthen the 
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national interest ... to guarantee the participation of more of 
our citizens in the democratic process. And with all our might .•. 

· we.'re fighting a of government that we'd like to make 
extinct: Grl. loc 'I.J 11, .'J 

c.... 
We've been working on a plan that will make health care ~ J 

affordable and accessible to every American. Almost 40-million _/oo 

-Americans -- maybe some of you here -- don't have health heflll'<b•·? 
insurance .•• millions more are in danger of losing it ... and Jr 5 that's been a drain on everyone. We're going to fix that. And d/. · 
we've been working to put education within the reach of the jri o'-k 
children of working families, through direct student loans and a so~e~/~ 
program of national service. L 'J ,L 

We have had a tremendous response to our plan for national. V'>wi tf'!:J. 
service, both from around the nation, and in the Congress. Our .l 
plan will enlist .students to address many of the pressing needs 
our our communities ... like helping children at risk. And at the 
same time ••. these students will earn money to be used for their 
education. 

Just today~ .. we're sending off 15-hundred young people from 
around the country to San Francisco to train for our summer pilot 
program ... many of them from the City Year Program here in 
Boston, which is taking part with Northeastern University. I know 
we all join together in wishing these recruits the best. They 
will be laying the groundwork for the bigger program we hope to 
begin soon •.. one that will help renew us as a people and rebuild 
our communities, block by block ... while· expanding opportunity~ 
education. ' ' -fo r 

. Many of these ideas to make America better are new ideas, but 
their ·goals are as rooted in American values as th~rinciples o~ 
our nation was fotlHeed en. It was Thomas Jefferson who said a --~v~J;, 
little revolution is good now and then. Then ... he helped to · 
change this land to one governed· of the people, by the people and 
for the people. Now ... Americans have seen the need to strengthen 
that foundation. The people want to change the way our Government 
takes care of the people. We are engaged in nothing less than a 
revolution to make America better ••• and you are going to help 
win it. 

In recent years your values were challenged ... your hard work 
went unrewarded. Mothers and fathers· who had done better than 
their parents now looked at their own children ... and saw a 
legacy vanishing. Because while this generation of parents owned 
a home ... that cornerstone of the American Dream ... it was 
looking more-and more. out of reach for their children. Middle
class prosperity ... those words were being drowned out by 
"middle-class squeeze." · 

That's why the American peop~e demanded a change. 
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('V>,._ __to\~ 
the Senate and House bills. . . a bill that includes pr~--en, 
punishment and prevention. . .... L 

/·i.:.-~\ 
I want 100-thousand more police officers on the streets . 'f \t.\~ 

the House voted for 50-thousand, but that's not enough. We've 
seen in cities like Los Angeles and Houston, more police on the 
streets is a proven way to prevent crime. 

I want the House to join the Senate to ban the weapons of 
war that plague our streets: assault weapons. 

I want both Houses to tailor a provision that will shut d~ 
.:the revolving door at our prisoas and put.away·repeat, violent 
offenders ... and put them away for good: three strikes and 
they're out. ~ · S 

-\-o 4_\_~ -s~\~ \o~~h ~ .Ji _ ~ \-0 ~J:.t ¥ . 'l!~~ ~ \ ~' 
I want :Hmding for ntore prisonsr\'~ ~o<..o--~ ~~v."') ~ov-~c.- "' ~~~· \ 

c., - - \' a.•o ___, ..., e 
' ~-,..,;,;~-..~ - . 

The legislation I sign will 'fight crime against women and it\.,.._~ 
will take on youth crime. · ... ~ 

It will employ boot camps to shake up the first-time ~'" 
offender and give him another chance at life ... and drug courts ~~7~ 
to get the drug abuser treatment so ·he won't be a repeat ~Jr l.t.\q~ 
criminaL lltQ.\~ ~;. 

~-And it will give young people something to say.yes to: More e.~ 
after-hours clean and safe activity, like midnight basketball and ~- ' 
job training. We'll make young people tn1s deal. If you do yo:ur 

.part\p~;:-:1.~~~ ~t;~~ ~v~~~k~.=_¢t, ~~ t\t~ x~~~u__ ~ ct\-o.lQ.c1. 
----:--- Make no mistake about it: Doing all this won't be--easy and 

f±t~~~~~~~~~~~~r.h~urnT.rr~~~~~~~~at 

From the hearts of our cities to deep in our rural country, 
our people are weary of picking up the paper and reading about 

· attacks like the one that occurred just this week in Norristown, 
Pennsylvania, a working-class community outside of Philadelphia: 
A 12-year-old girl shot in the face with a semi-automatic 
handgun. It was broad daylight and she was getting off the school 
bus, surrounded by classmates. The boy arrested was 13-years
old. 
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cc, This is a good start. What it needs is to read less like 
a stump speech and have a bit more specific detail about what the 
administration's goals are in the conference committee. What is 
at issue between the House and the Senate and how does the 
President propose to work out tWose differences so that the 
American people get what they deserve. 

I'm not sure what the best way to organize this is for now. I'm 
inclined to think that after you introduce that we have crossed 
some major hurdles, then you want to swing back to a personal, 
non-washington story that will give some narrative drive to the 
speech. (Philly sounds like a good example to me.) Then vou could 
swing·back into specifically what the conference committee plans 
to do. 

Below, I've provided some thoughts on where some of these 
components might come from. 

Thanks, Don 

Good morning. Today, we are close to achieving something 
very important for our country; we are.close to taking an urgent 
step to better our society. \ 

This week the House joined the Senate and passed a crime 
bill. It was a wonderful moment, but we still have a job to do. 

Would be nice to remind listeners that Foley promised 
President last month that this would be the first item of 
business after the recess and that Foley and the leadership. 
worked very hard to keep that promise. Give some detail about 
provisions they have worked through to get to passage. 

The leaders on capitol Hill worked hard to get to this 
point, and they will work harder still, hammering together the 
House and Senate versions. (possible insert on what transpired 
with leadership] This is their top priority: on that I have their 
pledge. 

Why not roll back to last year, when the dire fears of 
crime and violence in the country were getting all worked up. 
Talk about how Americans have seen their zones of safety drawing 
narrower and narrower, with murders of people like Polly Klass 
and James Jordan and the Long Island RR passengers and, of 
course, countless other acts of random violence that never 
receive the public attention of such high-profile cases. 
Americans have put out a cry for help. And now we are on the 
verge of giving it to them that help. But no one should think for 
a minute·that this will be easy or that what prompted the 
movement toward this bill is in any way artificial. That's when I 
would pop in the story about the Philly student on the school 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



/ 

I 

bus. And i•d give more of the detail of that story, to show how 
that zone of safety keeps getting tighter and tighter. 
' 

If you can add some color like that, then much of the next 
half page can either go or compressed substantially. 

And you, the American people, have my pledge-that as soon as 
I am given crime .legislation that is tough and smart and meets 
the goals we set out to make our streets, our homes and our 
communities safer .•. I'll sign it into law. 

We've waited a long time for this, but as urgently as it is 
needed, our crime legislation must fit America''s bill before it 
can become law ... and nothing less will do. 

From the beginning, we have sought to combine three goals: 
to protect our law-abiding citizens ... to punish criminals ... and_ 
to prevent crime in the first place. 

To protect ... punish ... and prevent. It's an equation for 
just good, common sense. 

I believe ... as many of our people do ... that the greatest 
nation on earth does not have to be the most violent, too. 

But the fact is, right now, we have: the most violent crime 
rate ... the largest percentage of people behind bars ... cities 
where young people in gangs are often better armed than the 
police. . . children who carr~chool. ·Any specific stats 
to support these claims? ~ 

With the right crime legislation, we can begin to do better. 

This is what needs to be in that legislation:Aren't we past 
this point of general statements about the legislation? It's 
worth including, briefly, what the original goals were. But now, 
what is at issue in the conference? Is any of this stuff 
seriously in jeopardy? I think the speech will have more of an 

.activist, immediate feel if we say, first, what the public can at 
this moment be assured of if the bill becomes law and then focus 
in on what the headlines in the next few weeks will be focusing 
on as the committee does its work. 

More protection: We want to add 100-thousand poiice officers 
in the next five years, to patrol America's streets and 
neighborhoods ... relating to the people-who live there ... and 
lowering the crime rate. We know this works. In Los Angeles and 
in Houston ... crime rates went down as the number of police went 
up. 

Effective punishment: We want funding for more prison 
cells ... boot camps for non-violent juvenile offenders ... and 
drug treatment that can help a prisoner, once released, to start 
a new life. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 
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But we need a tougher approach for a relatively small 
percentage of the criminal population ... those.who commit 
dangerous, violent crimes repeatedly ... criminals like the one 
who killed-little Polly Klass while he was on parole .. To these 
criminals we must say: "three strikes and you're out." It's time 
to shut down the revolving door at our prisons. 

Thi~ legislation must have a healthy dose of prevention. We 
ask young people all the time to say "no" to gangs, guns and 
drugs. That .isn't a strategy unless we also give them 
opportunities to· say ~'yes". . . to afterschool programs, like 
midnight basketball ... to jobs ... and to education. The toughest 
veteran police officer will tell you: Without prevention like 
this, you're only doing part of the job .. 

Again, the next few graphs seem like stump material.When I 
sat down last week with a coalition of the top law-enforcem~nt 
groups in our country ... we agreed that all this will work for 
our crime legislation. 

Itve ·also asked parents and business owners ... I've asked 
the young people who are most affected by violence ... I've asked 
city mayors ... and they all say pretty much the same thing: "Do 
something ... but do.what works." 

.From the hearts of our cities to deep in our rural country, 
our people are weary of not feeling safe ... weary of picking up 
the paper -and reading about unthinkable attacks. Just the other 
day in the suburbs of Philadephia, a 12-year-old girl was shot in 
the face by a classmate -- on the school bus.As noted above, this 
seems worth expanding on. And.if not this story, then maybe 
another one that demonstrates a similar point. 

Americans want to know that when their child goes to school, 
the other children won't be carrying a weapon. Americans want to 
know that assault weapons, designed without conscience for sheer 
destruction and death, can't get into the hands of criminals. 

To those who question whether these controls work, I give 
you the Brady Bill. Already, just months after it was· put. in 
eff~ct, we've seenhow effectively we can keep handguns out of· 
dangerous hands. 

We are a country with the greatest freedoms on the face of 
the earth. But we must accept that with those freedoms come 
greater personal responsibilities. 

Our responsibility now is to reclaim a part of America that 
we must not lose sight of. 

This is not a time for partisanship ... for poiitics or for 
posturing. It's time to do what's right by America. It's time for 
all of us to unite behind the crime bill~ 
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CC, This is a good start. What it needs is to read less like a. 
stump speech and have a bit more specific detail about what the 
administration's goals are in the corfference.committee. What is 
at issue between the House and the Senate and how does the 
President propose to work out those differences so that the 
American people get what they deserve. 

I'm not sure what the best way to organize this is for now. I'm 
inclined to think that after you introduce that we have crossed 
some major hurdles, then you want to swing back to a personal, 
non-Washington story that will give some narrative drive to the 
speech. (Philly sounds like a good example to me.) Then you could 
swing back into specifically what the conference committee plans 
to do. 

Below, I've provided some thoughts on where some of these 
components might come from. 

Thanks, Don 

{lesderohip ;+~eetia.gi a.ixen. death? ceuld fflake p:r:etape obs.) ~ 

Good morning. Today, we are close to achieving something 
very important for our country; we are close to taking an urgent 
step to better our society by doing what exactly. 

This week the House joined the Senate and passed a crime 
. bill. It was a wonderful moment, but the job still is not done. ~.J 

/ut we still have a job to do. . rv~' 

.{ ,)? Would be nice to remind listeners that Foley promised President ~·~ 
. h/1 last month that this would be the first item of business after \1 ~'U':JV\ 
;Y the recess and that Foley and the leadership worked very hard to~\)~ "\ 

-~J keep that promise. Give some detail about provisions they have ~ ~ 
V worked through to get to passage. Right now, it reads a bit too \ ,~~ 1 

U much like boilerplate language. The leaders on Capitol Hill ~~/~;; 
worked hard to get to this. point, and they will work harder f' ~'0 
still, hammering together the House and Senate versions. :. y: . 
[possible insert on what transpired with leadership] This is 
their top priority: on that I have their pledge. 

A lot of what follows in the next few graphs has been said 
many times before. Any chance of thinking about new reasons for 
getting into this. 

One example: Why.not roll back to last year, when the dire fears 
of crime and violence in the country were getting all worked up. 
Talk about how Americans have seen their zones of safety drawing 
narrower and narrower, with murders of people like Polly Klass 
and James Jordan and the Long Island RR passengers and, of 
course, countless other acts of random violence that never 
receive the public attention of such high-profile cases. 

rJ-
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Americans have put out a cry for help. And now we are on the 
verge of giving it to them that help. But no one shou;Ldthink for 
.a minute that this will be easy or that what prompted the 
movement toward this bill is in any way artificial. That•s when I 
would pop in the sto~y about the Philly student on the school 
bus. And I 1 d give more of the detail of that story, to show how 
that zone of safety keeps getting tighter and tighter. 

If you can add some color like that, then much of the next half 
page can either go or compressed substantially. 

And you, the American people, have my pledge that as soon as I .am 
given crime legislation that is tough and smart and meets the 
goals we set out to make our streets, our homes and our 
communities safer ... I'll sign it into law. 

We've waited a long time for this, but as urgently as it is 
needed, our crime legislation must fit ·America's bill before it 
can become law ... and nothing less will do. 

From the beginning, we have sought to combine three goals: 
to protect our law-abiding citizens ... to punish criminals ... and 
to prevent crime in the first place. 

To protect ... punish ... and prevent. It's an equation for 
just good, common sense. 

I believe ... as many of our people do ... that the greatest 
nation on earth does not have to be the most violent, too. 

But the fact is, right now, we have: the most violent crime 
rate ... the largest percentage of people behind bars ... ~ities 
where young people in gangs are often better armed than the 
police ... children who carry guns to school.Any specific stats to 
support these claims? 

With the right crime legislation, we can begin to do better. 

This is what needs to be in that legislation:Aren•t we past 
this point of general statements about the legislation? It•s 
worth including, briefly, what the original goals were. But now, 
what is.at issue.in the conference? Is any of this stuff 
seriously in jeopardy? I think the speech will have more of an 
activist, immediate feel if we say, first, what the public can at 
this moment be assured of if the bill becomes law and then focus 
in on what the headlines in the next few weeks will be focusing 
on as the committee does its work. 

More prot~ction: We want to add 100-thousand police officers 
in. the next five years, to patrol America's streets and 
neighborhoods.;.· relating to the people who live there ... and 
lowering the crime rate. We know this works. In Los Angeles and 
in Houston ... crime rates. went· down as the number of police went 
up. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



Effective punishment: We want funding for more prison 
cells ... boot camps for non-violent juvenile offenders ... and 
drug treatment that can help a prisoner, once released, to start 
a new life.· 

But we need a tougher approach for a relatively small 
percentage of the criminal population ... those who commit 
dangerous, violent crimes repeatedly ... criminals like the one 
who killed little Polly Klass while he was on parole. To these 
criminals we must say: "three strikes and you're out." It's time 
to shut down the revolving door at our prisons. 

This legislation must have a he~lthy dose of prevention .. We 
ask young people all the time to say "no" to gangs, guns and 
drugs. That isn't a strategy unless we also give them 
opportunities to say "yes" ... t6 afterschool programs, like 
midnight basketball ... to jobs ... and to education. The toughest 
veteran police officer will tell you: Without prevention like 
this, you're only doing part of the job. 

Again, the next few graphs seem like stump material.When I 
sat down last week with a coalition of the top law-enforcement 
groups in our country ... we agreed that all this will work for 
our crime legislation. 

I've also asked parents and business owners ... I've asked 
the young people who are most affected by violence ... I've asked 
city mayors ... and they all say pretty much the same thing: "Do 
something. . . but do what works." 

From the hearts of our cities to deep inour rural country, 
our people are weary of not feeling safe ... weary of picking up 
the paper and reading about unthinkable attacks. Just the other 
day in the suburbs of Philadephia, a 12-ye~r-old girl was shot in 
the face by a classmate -- on the school bus.As noted above, this 
seems worth expanding on. And if not this story, then maybe 
another one that demonstrates a similar point. 

Americans want to know that when their child goes to school, 
the other children won't be carrying a weapon. Americans want. to 
know that assault weapons, designed without conscience for sheer 
destruction and death, can't get into the hands of criminals. 

To those who question whether these controls work, I give 
you the Brady Bill. Already, just months after it was put in 
effect, we've seen how effectively we can keep handguns out of 
dangerous hands. 

We are a country with the greatest freedoms on the face of 
the earth. But we must accept that with those freedoms come 
greater personal responsibilities. 

Our responsibility now is to reclaim a part of America that 
we must not lose sight of.Such as what? 
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This. is not a time for partisanship ... for politics or for 
posturing. It's time to do what's right by America. It's time for 
all of us to tinite behind the crime bill. 

Thanks for listening. 
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Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: · 

Me/anne VeNeer,· Marilyn DiGiacobbe, Caroline Curiel 
Jim Castelli 
October 3, ·1995 
3:45 10/3 Pope Drafl 

I like this; it touches all the bases and it's a lot tighter than the earlier draft. Just a few 
comments: , · · 

• Page 2, last line of first full paragraph; it somehow makes me nervous to. 
hear the President of the United States say "Virgin Mary," but I can't 
think of anything that doesn't get even more theological. · 

• Page 2, after Maryland: I think this draft does a great job of focusing on 
Catholic support for community and shared responsibility. I'm a little 
concerned that this is undercut by the reference to a soup kitchen, which 
is usually associated with charity, not justice. Can we be daring and add 
to this list the notion that the pope can also see the Catholic Church at 
work in protecting the rights of the poor in the federal budget process? 

• Page 2, "There are S011Je 60 million ... "; we shouldn't use such detailed 
figures on Catholic schools. and not mention hospitals, charities, and . 
other Catholic orge[inizations. Maybe we could say something like, 
".:.parishes, thousands of hospitals and charities, 9,000 ... " 

• Page 3, paragraph beginning, "Your Holiness ... "; we should say"writtem 
and spoken ... ", not just "written.~· · 

•. Page 4, last graf; I'd drop "as you know" after the reference to St. 
Francis. That phrase is almost always patronizing, even when it's not 
intended. · 

•· Would it be overdone to use the word "Solidarity" somewhere? 

• Page 5, "On the threshold ... "; this is just stylistic, but I'd suggest 
tightening it to this: " .. .faith, family, community, and peace. That is what 
we must work toward, for as mahy reasons as there are children on 
Earth." · · 
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May 6, 1994 

MEMORANDUMFORDONBAER 

FROM: RICK ALLEN e_A 

SUBJECT: MAY 12 INDIANAPOliS SPEECH 

, I am sorry the press of other business in the last two days has kept me from forwarding my 
ideas about the various themes the President could explore on May 12, using Robert Kennedy's 
April 4, 1968 speech as a jumping off point. 

A ap_peal for an end to violence: This, after all, was the principal theme of 
Kennedy's speech. The President ·could link his Memphis speech (personal 
responsibility) and the ban Oil assauit weapons and other anti-crime initiatives . 
(governmental responsibility) with something very much on Robert Kennedy's mind in 
1968: the violence of institutions; (This latter concept is developed more fully in the 
Cleveland speech Kennedy gave the next day.) A number of current initiatives, from 
welfare reform, to school-urwork and re-employment, and even to health care and 
reiriventing government, can be linked by their common goal of making institutions more 
responsive to and nurturing for citizens. · 

An exploration of race relations: Here, the President might refer to the May 17 
anniversary of the Brown y. Board of Education decision, and review our history from 
that case, through the heyday of the civil rights movement (for which April 4, 1968 
marked a watershed), to the state of current race relations, with a sidebar on South 
Africa (where once again Kennedy provide a tie). I think this is a critically important 
topic, but I think it may be too risky, especially with the Congressional protest about our 
Haiti policy heating up and Randall Robinson in the hospital. 

A discussion of leadership: Robert Kennedy demonstrated throughout his life the 
ability to inspire people to take action; in Indianapolis that night, his leadership consisted 
of inspiring people nQt to do something. Being able to do either, at precisely the right 
moment, is rare leadership. The President could ·use this as a point of departure for a 
discussion of where he's pushed.the body politic (from budgets to NAFTA to the assault 
weapons ban), where he's catalyzed the public's involvement (national service) and where 
he's shown restraint (dangerous, but perhaps a way to present the case for certain foreign 
policy decisions). 
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A call to heal old wounds: The assassination of Dr. King was just one of the 
horrors of that year, and in many senses, we have neither bridged old gaps nor forgotten . 
old scars. With the ending of the trade ban with Vietnam, the anniversaries of the 1968 
assassinations, and the death of Richard Nixon, there are a series of recent events that 
can be woven into an analysis of what our history meant and how we can now move 
forward, wiser (as Aeschylus promised) through our pain and .God's grace.· 

. A recognition of the bond of common goal: Unlike the previous theme, this one 
would argue for unity despite current factors that. lead to atomization and friction, rather 
than explain or exorcise old enmities. It would make the speech more thematically 
linked with the upcoming commencements, which you wanted to sound the reunification 
chord. National service could be cited as demonstrating the principles that were so 
powerful on the 1992 carripaign trail: opportunity, responsibility and community, as a 
basis for a united America. · 

As I mentioned to you at our office, I would love to take a crack at a draft of this speech for 
·you and Carolyn. If this is still a possibility, I will have it for you by first thing Monday 
morning, if you would tell me in which direction you want it to go, and if your office can give. 
me some of the particulars of the event (especially the context and length for the speech). Please·· 
let me know (606-5000, ext..l57). 
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